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Dr Shyama Prasad Mookerjee
Pioneer of 'One Nation, One Law, One Head of the nation and One symbol'

I bow to Dr Shyama Prasad Mookerjee on his Jayanti. A devout patriot, 
he made exemplary contributions to India’s development. He made 
courageous efforts to further India’s unity. His thoughts and ideals 

give strength to millions across the nation."  
-Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

India's fame rests not on its political 
institutions and military might, but on its 
belief in the immensity of the supreme 

power manifested, in its spiritual 
greatness, its ideas of truth and self, in 

the service of aggrieved humanity."  
- Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee

Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee was one of the 
founding members of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh and 
a leading personality to oppose article 370 imposed 
in Jammu and Kashmir. He devoted his whole life to 
the unity, integrity, and progress of India. He inspired 

millions of people across the country with his high 
ideals. At the same time, he also left his indelible 

mark as a great scholar and intellectual and worked 
tirelessly throughout his life for nation-building.

Heartfelt tribute to Dr Shyama Prasad Mookerjee on his 122nd birth anniversary on 6th July
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FROM EDITOR’S DESK

Greetings,

One of the verses in Mahabharata says-
विशिकर म्ा नरस्तेस्तु, विशि्तर् विशि सभंिः॥

It means greetings to Vishwakarma, because of whom everything is possible in 
the world. He is called Vishwakarma because without his skills the very existence 
of society is impossible. Unfortunately, the system of skill development gradually 
weakened in our social education system. Understanding its essence, the Prime 
Minister has cherished the dream of making India self-reliant since 2014, which has 
also become the resolution of every Indian today. The Kaushal Bharat Mission started 
under the visionary leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi made the youth of the 
country efficient and empowered. This mission encouraged job seekers to become 
employers.

As a result, India has been able to cope with a catastrophic pandemic like Covid 
better than any other country in the world. Technology is the pedestal on which the 
central government is seeking to establish its vision of good governance.  The mantra 
of skill, re-skill, and up-skill has become a prerequisite in the age of technology and 
Kaushal Bharat Mission has been providing new employment opportunities to millions 
of youth fulfilling the dream of Babasaheb Ambedkar for the last seven years.

India is changing and India's stature is also increasing globally, at the core of which 
is the immense manpower of the country which is adept at turning adversity into 
an opportunity. As a result, India is now emerging as a hub for skill development in 
the world. On the occasion of the completion of seven years of the Kaushal Bharat 
Mission, its complete journey is the cover story of this edition.

Similarly, the progress of GST in the last 5 years, the completion of seven years 
of Digital India, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the President's ancestral 
village Paraunkh are part of this edition. Other highlights of this issue include- the 
inspiring story of Vikram Batra in the personality section, a new system approved by 
the Cabinet opening the door for recruitment in the defense sector, Amrit Mahotsav, 
the Fight against Covid, the gift of various development schemes by the Prime Minister 
among others.

Keep sending us your suggestions

(Jaideep Bhatnagar)

Read/Download the magazine 
available in Hindi, English and 11 other 

languages.
https://newindiasamachar.pib.gov.in/
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By incorporating 'Sabka Prayas' into the 

goal of "Service, Good Governance, and 

Poor's Welfare.", the government has 

laid the groundwork for New India in 

the last eight years
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In the last 8 years, the central government 
led by Modiji has taken many historic 
decisions in the interest of the nation, 
due to which India is now touching new 
heights of development and eradicating 
the country's poverty at a record pace. It 
has been published very beautifully by the 
editorial board of "New India Samachar" 
in the form of a cover story and through 
other articles in the issue of 1-15 June 
with their tireless efforts, for which I 
congratulate them.

Ch. Shakti Singh Advocate, Karnal.
shaktisinghadv@gmail.com

The cover story of the new issue (1-15) in June 
demonstrates how various schemes in handpicked 14 
sectors have given impetus to the progress of India. 
The story of the Founder of the Swaminarayan sect, 
Sahajanand Swami is a special attraction.
               

Chandra kanta Pradhan
chandrakantapradhan2014@gmail.com

Recently I've seen your 
magazine. It's really a 

good magazine. I wish to 
congratulate you on bringing 

out such a nice magazine. I 
found your magazine quite 

informative and suitable for 
+10 (class 11 & 12) students.

Jaswant S. Prasad
jaswantshepherdprasad@

gmail.com

New India Samachar is the foundation of true journalism. It speaks volumes about the 
excellent job of our government. It's indeed a fact that the last few years have been the 
most extraordinary for India.
 

Vikram Arora
theonlyvikramarora@gmail.com

I have read your NIS for the fortnight June1-15th. I understand PM Modi has achieved 
spectacular progress for the country. He personally monitors all the development work.

MP Chandrasekar,
chandrasekar@mookambikainfo.com

FOLLOW US @NISPIBIndia

Communication Address : Room No–278, Central Bureau of 
Communication, 2nd Floor, Soochna Bhawan, New Delhi -110003.  

e-Mail:  response-nis@pib.gov.in
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Since 1971, India has prioritised its relationship 
with Bangladesh over strategic concerns, 

and these ties have recently expanded. Mithali 
Express will now take the emotional relationship 
between the two countries to the next level. 
This was announced last year during Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Bangladesh. 
This train, which runs between New Jalpaiguri 
and Dhaka, was inaugurated on June 1 jointly by 

India’s Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnav and 
Bangladesh Railway Minister Mohammad Nurul 
Islam Sujan. This is the third train to connect 
the two countries, following the Kolkata-Dhaka 
Maitree Express and the Kolkata-Khulna Bandhan 
Express. This train will run twice per week. 
It connects Bangladesh to North Bengal and 
India's Northeast. This train will also facilitate 
Bangladeshi travel to Nepal via India.

THIRD INDIA - BANGLADESH TRAIN SERVICE BEGINS

News Briefs

Paddy (General)  2040  100  
Paddy (Grade A)  2060  100 
Jowar (hybrid)  2970  232 
Jowar(Maldandi)  2990  232 
Millet  2350  100 
Ragi  3578  201 
Mecca  1962  92 
Tur  6600  300 
mug  7755  480 
Urad  6600  300 
Peanuts  5850  300 
Sunflower Seeds  6400  385 
Soybean (Yellow)  4300  350 
Sesame   7830  523 
Ramtil  7287  357 
Cotton (Medium)  6080  354 
Cotton(long)  6380  355

GUINNESS WORLD RECORD: NHAI 
LAYS 75KM HIGHWAY IN 105 HRS
"We don't just connect towns and villages when we 

build roads and bridges. We associate success with 
aspirations, opportunity with optimism, and happiness with 
hope." Taking forward this belief of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the National Highway Authority of India (NHAI) 
completed such work for the first time in the world, earning a 

spot in the Guinness Book of World Records.  
On a single lane, the 75-kilometer bituminous 
concrete road between Amravati and Akola was 
built in 105 hours and 33 minutes. The stretch 
between Amravati and Akola is part of National 
Highway-53. It is an important east-west corridor 
connecting major cities like Kolkata, Raipur, 
Nagpur, and Surat. This 75-kilometer road was 

built by 720 workers, including a consulting team. 75 kilometres 
of single-lane bituminous concrete road corresponds to 37.5 
kilometres of two-lane paved road. Construction on the road 
began around 7 a.m. on June 3rd and was completed by 5 
p.m. on June 7th. Previously, the Guinness World Record 
for bituminous road construction was set in Doha, Qatar, in 
February 2019. A 25.275-kilometer road was built here.It took 
ten days to complete.

Moving ahead with the goal of 
doubling the income of farmers, 

the government has given another 
gift to them. In the meeting of the 
Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs held on June 8, it approved 
an increase in the Minimum Support 
Price (MSP) for various Kharif crops 
for the year 2022-23. There has been 
an increase in the MSP of 14 Kharif 
crops from 4 to 9 percent.

GIFT TO FARMERS
MSP OF 14 KHARIF 

CROPS HIKED

MSP
HIKE IN 
RUPEES

CROP MSP (IN RS/
QUINTAL) FOR  
2022-23
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NATIONAL TRIBAL RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE LAUNCHED

SURAT AIRPORT TO GET A FACELIFT 
WITH RS 353 CRORES

For India's overall development, it is critical to 
ensure that all segments of society benefit from 

the country's economic and social prosperity. Despite 
this, tribal communities that make up about 9% of 
India's population and 15% of its total land area have 
not reaped the full benefits of development projects 
implemented over the last six decades.  For the 
first time, the government has taken decisive steps 
to improve the lot of this class. Many important 
decisions have been made in the field of art and skill 
training, ranging from Tribal Pride Day to Eklavya 
School. On June 7, Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
launched the National Tribal Research Institute 
in Delhi, furthering the development agenda. This 
national-level institution has emerged as the primary 
focal point for tribal concerns, issues, and affairs in 
the academic, executive, and legislative spheres. It 
will collaborate and network with reputable research 
institutes, universities, organisations, academic 
bodies, and resource centres. It will establish 
benchmarks for improving research and training 
quality with tribal research institutes, centres of  
excellence and research project monitoring.

Surat, India's diamond and textile hub, is a 
popular destination for air travellers. Due to 

increased passenger traffic, the Airport Authority 
of India is expanding facilities at Surat Airport, 
which connects to 16 cities across the country, 
at a cost of Rs 353 crore. The development 
project includes expanding the terminal building, 
increasing aircraft parking space from five 
to 18 parking bays, and constructing parallel 
taxi tracks. The new state-of-the-art expanded 
terminal building will accommodate 1,200 
domestic and 600 international passengers 
during peak hours, bringing the terminal's annual 
passenger capacity to 2.6 million. All modern 
passenger amenities will be provided in the 
terminal building. It will have 20 check-in desks, 
five aerobridges, an in-line baggage handling 
system, and other amenities. The new terminal 
building will also include a parking lot with a 
capacity of 475 cars. The airport's new world-
class terminal building will improve connectivity 
to this industrial city, accelerating the region's 
overall development.

In 1977, while being the External Affairs 
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee addressed the 

United Nations General Assembly for the first 
time in Hindi. Carrying forward this legacy 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi also addressed 
the United Nations in Hindi several times.  
Now, realizing the importance of disseminating 
information in Hindi, the United Nations General 

Assembly has for the first time approved India's 
proposal related to it. The resolution states that 
all necessary information of the United Nations 
should be issued in languages   other than its official 
languages   such as Hindi. At the same time, all the 
necessary messages of the UN will now be sent in 
Hindi as well. The resolution that has been passed 
also includes Bangla and Urdu languages. 

NOW THE INFORMATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS WILL ALSO BE RELEASED IN HINDI

News Briefs
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After capturing point 5,140 from the Pakistani 
army, Vikram Batra was given the next target 
on July 7, 1999, to win point 4,875. He was 

not feeling well at that time. He had chest pain and 
his eyes were red. His officers were reluctant to 
send him on the mission but Batra himself insisted 
that he would complete the task. While liberating 
this peak he achieved martyrdom by fighting till 
his last breath.  Days before, on June 16,  Captain 
Batra wrote in a letter to his twin 
brother Vishal from Dras Sector 
- ‘Dear Kush, take care of mother 
and father. Anything can happen 
here. '

In fact, when Pakistan 
fraudulently captured several 
peaks of Kargil in 1999, the 
Indian Army launched Operation 
Vijay to liberate those peaks. 
The most important role in 
this war was played by Captain 
Vikram Batra, a young man of 24 years. Before 
being martyred during the Kargil war, Vikram Batra 
had killed many Pakistani soldiers and saved many 
of his comrades. For his bravery, the Government 
of India had posthumously awarded the highest 
and most prestigious award Param Vir Chakra to 
Captain Vikram Batra.

Born on September 9, 1974, in Palampur, 
Himachal Pradesh, Vikram Batra had a passion 
for becoming a soldier from his childhood. After 
watching a serial 'Paramvir Chakra' aired on 
Doordarshan in 1985 he became inclined to join the 
army.  That is why Vikram preferred an Army career 
despite being selected for a merchant navy job in 
a Hong Kong shipping company. When Vikram 
was recruited into the army, a friend advised him, 

"Now you are in the army. 
Take care ..." to which he 
replied, "Don't worry. Either I 
will come waving the tricolor 
after the victory or I will 
come wrapped in the same 
tricolor. But I will definitely 
come. 'The impact of Vikram 
Batra's bravery was such that 
the then Indian Army Chief 
himself had once said about 
him that 'if he had come back 

alive, he would have become the Chief of Indian 
Army. 'Considering Vikram Batra's courage and 
physical stature, he was given the code name Sher 
Shah during the Kargil war and people in Pakistan 
still know him by this name. After the martyrdom 
of Vikram Batra, also known as the 'Lion of Kargil', 
Point 4875 peak has been named Batra Top.  

On June 1, 1999, Vikram Batra was sent to the Kargil War with his 
battalion.  In this war, Vikram Batra not only showed his indomitable 
courage and bravery but despite being in an extremely inaccessible area 
along with his comrades on June 20, 1999, at 3:30 in the morning freed point 5410 
peak from the Pakistanis. When Vikram Batra said his victory slogan 'Yeh Dil Maange More' on the 
radio from this peak, his popularity spread not only in the army but all over India. Vikram Batra, who 
played a key role in winning the five most important peaks of Kargil, was martyred on July 7...

VIKRAM BATRA: 'THE 
LION OF KARGIL’

Vikram Batra had a passion 
for becoming a soldier from 

his childhood. After watching 
a serial 'Paramvir Chakra' 
aired on Doordarshan in 

1985 he became inclined to 
join the army.

Born: 9 September 1974, Died: 7 July 1999

Vikram BatraPersonality
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A village where a national-level leader arrived for the first time about 50-55 years ago. Many 
people in the village then saw the jeep for the first time in their lives. That was the village of 
Paraunkh in Kanpur and the leader was Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia. But when a son of this land 
from a modest background reached the highest constitutional position of the country on whose 

invitation Prime Minister reached the same village then it truly becomes a historic event for that village 
and the surrounding area. Let us find out how this bonhomie in the relationship between them displayed 
a very extraordinary spectacle.

The date of the presidential election, the highest constitutional post in the country, has been 
announced. But about a week before the announcement of the formal election process for the 

President, which takes place every five years, the country became a witness to one of the most alluring 
sights in Paraunkh village of Uttar Pradesh, which captivated everyone. Incumbent President of the 

country Ramnath Kovind broke protocol and invited Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Paraunkh. 
Paraunkh is the ancestral village of President Ramnath Kovind where he hosted the Prime Minister. 

The dignity of the Constitution as well as the best examples of such uniqueness of Indian customs are 
seldom seen, as the President and the Prime Minister mentioned in their addresses.

CONVERGENCE OF 
CONSTITUTION AND 

SANSKAAR

President-Prime Minister in Paraunkh NationSpecial Story
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''UTTAR PRADESH HAS GIVEN 9 PRIME MINISTERS BUT FOR THE FIRST TIME, A PERSON 
FROM HERE BECAME PRESIDENT, THE CREDIT FOR WHICH GOES TO PRIME MINISTER''

 At my invitation you came here to visit my 
little ancestral village, it is your kindness and 
generosity.

 Uttar Pradesh owed its allegiance to you on the 
very day when you took the initiative to give the 
responsibility of the presidency to a person like 
me who was born in a poor family in this state.

 This state has given nine prime ministers to the 
country, but not a single president. The people 
of Uttar Pradesh are proud that for the first time 
a resident of Uttar Pradesh has been given the 
responsibility of the highest constitutional post 
in the country. The credit for this goes to the 
Prime Minister.

 I consider it a privilege of the country that the 
Prime Minister is constantly striving to make 
the life of every citizen easy and happy. He has 
given new dimensions to the meaning of serving 
Bharatmata and has given new meaning to the 
concept of national service-public welfare.

 Babasaheb struggled all his life towards building 

an inclusive and harmonious society based 
on Indian culture and upliftment of the poor, 
backward, and deprived sections. The way in 
which the Prime Minister has implemented his 
ideals is exemplary for all of us.

 When I come to my village, I instinctively apply 
its mitti (soil) to my forehead. I have also seen 
this special affection and respect for mother 
power in the life of the Prime Minister.

 I would like to mention the strong will of the 
Prime Minister. During a recent visit to Japan, 
addressing the people of the Indian community 
living there, the Prime Minister had said that he 
likes to make a mark on a stone, not on butter.

 It is this perseverance of the character of the 
Prime Minister that is re-establishing India's 
power on the world stage today.

 He has given grandeur to the identity and dignity 
of the nation by virtue of his extraordinary 
manliness and diligence. All of the countrymen 
are proud of such a son of Bharatmata.

Nation President-Prime Minister in ParaunkhSpecial Story
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 This village has also seen the childhood of the 
President and when he grows up, he has also 
become the pride of every Indian. I found out that 
after the fifth, when he was enrolled in a village 
5-6 miles away, he used to run to school barefoot 
and this race was not for health. These races were 
undertaken so that the feet would burn less on the 
path.

 I saw many ideal images of the Indian villages 
in Paraunkh. Here I first had the opportunity to 
take the blessing of Pathari Mata. This temple is 
a symbol of this village, the spiritual aura of this 
region as well as a great India. And I can say that 
there is a temple where there is devotion, there is 
patriotism.

 I salute the thinking of the President's father. 
I salute his imagination. He undertook many 
pilgrimages in his life, went to different places 
of pilgrimage, sometimes went to Badrinath, 
sometimes went to Kedarnath, sometimes went 
to Ayodhya, sometimes went to Kashi, sometimes 

went to Mathura, and several other places.
 His economic condition at that time was not so 

strong that he could bring any 'prasad' from there 
for all the people of the village. But he used to 
bring a few stones from that pilgrimage area. And 
stones were placed here under the tree. The stone 
collected here has come from every corner of 
Hindustan, now villagers worship it as a temple.

 The world today is witnessing the Sanskaar 
that the President has received from the soil of 
Paraunkh. And I felt today that the constitution, 
on the one hand, the culture on the other, and the 
President surprised me today by breaking all the 
protocols created by the post.

 He came to receive me at the helipad. I was 
feeling very ashamed that we are working 
under his guidance, his position has dignity and 
seniority. I said, President, you have done injustice 
to me today, so he instinctively said that I follow 
the rules of the constitution, but sometimes 
culture also has its strength. 

''EVEN THE POOREST PERSON BORN IN A VILLAGE IN INDIA CAN REACH THE 
POST OF PRESIDENT-PRIME MINISTER-GOVERNOR-CHIEF MINISTER''

President-Prime Minister in Paraunkh NationSpecial Story
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When the world came to a standstill during the COVID 
period, India did not. India resolved to move forward and 

become self-reliant. This determination resulted in an 
unprecedented level of success. During the period, the 
country achieved many firsts: for the first time, exports 
exceeded Rs 30 lakh crore, and for the first time, $84 

billion in foreign direct investment was made. With over 
70 thousand registered startups and 100 unicorns, the 

country has also emerged as the world's fastest growing 
economy and the world's third largest energy consumer. 
But now is not the time to pause; rather, to move quickly. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi reaffirmed New India's 
resolve on June 3 by laying  the foundation for 1406 new 
projects worth over 80,000 crore rupees at the first phase 

of the Uttar Pradesh Investors Summit in Lucknow.

NEW COMMITMENTS 
NEW RESOLVE

Uttar Pradesh, the country's most 
populous state, has a long and glorious 
cultural history of its own. The state 

already has the Yamuna Expressway, the 
Purvanchal Expressway, and the Lucknow-Agra 
Expressway. The Bundelkhand Expressway 
is nearly complete. The Ganga Expressway's 
foundation stone has been laid. At the moment, 
nine airports are operational, with five more 
under construction. Aside from that, seven 
additional airports are proposed. Uttar Pradesh 
is home to one of the country's two defence 
corridors. These are the new developmental 
scales for which this state has been striving for 
a long time. While laying the foundation stone 
for 1406 projects worth more than 80 thousand 
crores at the UP Investors Summit on June 
3, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, "Uttar 
Pradesh has one-fifth of India's population." 
That is, the advancement of one person from 
Uttar Pradesh will benefit every sixth person in 
India. I believe that UP will accelerate India's 
growth story in the 21st century.

TOP TEN TAKEAWAYS FROM PM MODI'S SPEECH:
 Only our democratic India has the ability to live up to the 

world's expectation of a trustworthy partner today. Today, 
the rest of the world recognises India's potential.

 Everyone's contribution is required for India to develop a 
strong manufacturing ecosystem as well as a strong and 
diverse value and supply chain. On its part, the government 
is implementing new policies and improving old ones.

 We have emphasised a consistent policy, coordination, 
and ease of doing business. Thousands of violations and 
outdated laws have been repealed in the past. All of these 
efforts are a result of our specific and well-defined policies. 
One Nation-One Tax, also known as GST, One Nation-One 
Grid, One Nation-One Mobility Card, and One Nation-One 
Ration Card.

 In 2014, our country had only 6 Crore broadband subscribers. 
Their number has now surpassed 78 crore. 1 GB of data 
used to cost around Rs 200 in 2014. Its price has now 
dropped to Rs 11-12.

 India is one of the few countries in the world with such low 
data costs. The country had 11 lakh kilometres of optical 
fibre in 2014. The total length of optical fibre laid in the 
county has surpassed 28 lakh kilometres 

UP Investors SummitNation



New India Samachar      July 1-15, 2022 11

There are infinite possibilities within India, but 
infinite possibilities can never be realized by 
limited efforts. The same applies to the space 

sector, which is going to be the biggest pillar of the 
development revolution in the 21st century. A new 
beginning has been made to exploit these limitless 
possibilities present in India's space sector. The 
launch of the Indian National Space Promotion and 
Authorization (IN-SPACe) at Bopal, Ahmedabad is 
an important step in this direction. Inaugurating it 
on June 10, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, 
“Today, a wonderful chapter has been added in the 
development journey of modern India of the 21st 
century. We are soon going to come out with a 
policy to improve the ease of doing business in the 
space sector.”

This project was approved by the Union Cabinet 
in June 2020. It is an independent nodal agency 
of the Department of Space, Government of India. 
Now addressing its inaugural event in Bopal, 
Prime Minister Modi said, “For a very long time the 
private sector has been seen as just a vendor in 
the space industry. But now the private sector will 
no longer be just a vendor but will play the role of 
a big player in the space sector. When the strength 

Space and the water are the two 
sectors that will have the largest 
impact on humanity's future and 

huge advancement. India must 
seize these attractive opportunities 

as soon as possible. The space 
sector has been opened to private 

enterprises in accordance with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's vision. The 

IN-SPACe Headquarters in Bopal, 
Ahmedabad, was opened on June 

10 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to give the private sector access to 
ISRO's facilities and technologies. 

During his visit to Gujarat, the Prime 
Minister launched and started many 

development projects totaling Rs 
3050 crore, including the AM Naik 

Healthcare Complex in Navsari and 
the Nirali Multi Hospital.

IN THE SPACE SECTOR,  PRIVATE IN THE SPACE SECTOR,  PRIVATE 
SECTOR TO EMERGE A BIG WINNERSECTOR TO EMERGE A BIG WINNER

NationGujarat's Pride Nation
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of public space institutions and the passion 
of India's private sector combine, then its 
boundless opportunities will be opened. The 
government is removing every obstacle for the 
youth. The government is undertaking several 
reforms. It is the effort of the government to 
create maximum Ease of Doing Business in 
the private sector of India so that the private 
sector of the country helps the people of the 
country equally in promoting ease of living. 
The government understands the potential 

I want to assure the private sector that 
reforms in the space sector will continue 
unabated. Only big ideas can create big 
winners. 'IN-SPACe' has the potential to 
revolutionize the space industry. India's 
space program is in a way the biggest 

hallmark of 'AatmaNirbhar Bharat'. When this 
program gets a boost from the Indian private 
sector, you can imagine how much it will add 

to its power.
- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

INDIA'S BURGEONING INDIA'S BURGEONING 
CAPABILITIES IN SPACE CAPABILITIES IN SPACE 

SECTORSECTOR
ISPAISPA

SATELLITESSATELLITES IRNSS-1G IRNSS-1G 

The launch of 
the Indian Space 
Association (ISpA) is 
an initiative to make 
India a global leader 
in commercial space-
based travel.

India is emerging 
as a major space 
superpower through 
progressive space 
reforms, programs 
and missions.

To increase  high-speed 
communication India's 

most advanced satellites 
GSAT11 and GSAT-29 

were launched

has made India 
capable of developing 
its own satellite 
navigation system

342 
satellites from 34 
different countries have 
been launched so far

India reached the 
Mars orbit in maiden 

attempt through 
Mangalyaan Mission

Our industry needs hand-holding that IN-SPACe will provide. It will act as a Promoter, 
Enabler, Authorizer and Supervisor. The equipment for the design, fabrication, assembling, 
integration, and testing of satellites will be available to Indian companies in the IN-SPACe 
technical lab and the clean room. Many more modern facilities and infrastructure will be 
created here which will help in increasing the capacity of the space industry.

Facilities provided IN-SPACe

Similarly, if we talk 
about spacecraft 
missions, before 2014, it 
was 2.15 per year, which 
has increased to 5.9 
since 2014.

35 Foreign satellites 
were launched before 
the year 2014, which 
rose to 307  
after 2014

Record space missions in 
the last 8 years. Prior to 
2014, an average of 1.7 

missions were launched 
annually, which has 

increased to 5.4 per year 
since 2014.

World RecordWorld Record
A record 104 satellites 

were launched in a 
single flight. 3 orbit 

missions were launched 
in a single flight

Gujarat's PrideNation
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Modernization and access to health facilities are 
important for the empowerment of the poor. Keeping 
the same in mind, the government has focused on a 
holistic approach during the last 8 years to improve 
the facilities in the health sector of the country. The 
aim of the government is to save the poor and middle 
class from disease and in case of illness, our target is 
also to reduce the expenses. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said these words after inaugurating AM Naik 
Healthcare Complex and Nirali Multi-Specialty 
Hospital in Navsari. Under Ayushman Bharat, 41 lakh 
patients have availed of free treatment in Gujarat, 
which has saved more than 7 thousand crore rupees 
for the patients. The Prime Minister said, 'Health and 
service is the goal of life for the people of Gujarat. We 
have the inspiration of great men like Bapu who made 
service the strength of the country. This enthusiasm 
of Gujarat is still full of energy.

of the space sector, so the government is now 
sharing technology and expertise."

Along with the launch of IN-SPACe in 
Ahmedabad, ISRO also entered into 10 
agreements with the private sector and various 
other agencies during its inaugural Programme. 
The global space industry is valued at US$400 
billion and has the potential to become a $1 
trillion industry by 2040. India wants to increase 
its contribution to this global partnership. IN-

SPACe is a step in this direction.
Addressing the launch event of the Indian 

Space Association in October 2021, Prime 
Minister Modi had said, IN-SPACe will act as a 
single window for promoting the private sector 
in the space sector and for all space-related 
programs. It will give an equal opportunity to 
private companies to make use of Indian space 
infrastructure. The private sector will now be 
able to use ISRO's infrastructure.  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated 
in the 'Gujarat Gaurav Abhiyan' on June 
10 at Khudvel, a tribal area in Navsari, 
Gujarat, in which 7 projects costing Rs 
3050 crore were inaugurated, laying out 
of the foundation stone for 12 projects 
and Bhoomi Pujan of 14 projects.  These 
projects will help in improving the water 
supply in the area as well as promoting 
connectivity and improve ease of living. 
Speaking on the occasion, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said, “The rapid inclusive 
growth in the last two decades and a new 
aspiration born out of this development 
is the pride of Gujarat. Today's projects 
will make life easier in the Surat, Navsari, 
Valsad, and Tapi districts of South Gujarat."

NationGujarat's Pride Nation

HEALTHCARE COMPLEX AND HOSPITAL INAUGURATED
SAVING OF RS 7 THOUSAND CRORE IN 
GUJARAT DUE TO AYUSHMAN BHARAT

GLORIOUS TRADITION OF DEVELOPMENT IN TWO DECADES
INAUGURATION, LAYING OF FOUNDATION 

STONE, AND BHOOMI PUJAN OF 33 PROJECTS
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NEW INDIA:
EMERGING AS A 

CENTRE OF SKILL 
DEVELOPMENT
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My family's financial situation had worsened 
since my father's untimely death. There 
are also two deaf and dumb sisters in the 

house. We were upset. Then I learned about Jan 
Shikshan Sansthan, which provides district-level 
skill development training. I studied fashion design 
there. Now, I work at the same skill development 
centre to impart skills training to the deaf and 
dumb. My entire family and I are very happy right 
now because I am getting a good salary and 
the opportunity to train people. This calm and 
confident expression is of Nilofar, a young woman 

from Kupwara, Jammu and Kashmir, whose 
family has been given a new direction by the skill 
development campaign.

Similarly, Pooja Rani, from Haryana, is 
leading her life by training to care for patients in 
hospitals, while Imran, who was unsure about his 
future after finishing 12th, realised he could do 
something in life after attending training at the 
Prime Minister's Skill Development Programme.

"I had never used a computer before coming 
to the skill development centre and had no 
idea about my skills," says Ravindra Sharma of 

Technology and the development of new 
skills have become essential in every 
field related to the nation and society. 
Whether it is education or health, labour 
or industry, village or city, government 
or corporate, the significance of these 
elements has grown even more in 
the post-COVID world. As a result, 
India has given a new direction to skill 
development, with the nation's youth 
opening doors of development and 
progress for themselves by grooming 
their lives with skills. Furthermore, skills, 
re-skilling, and up-skilling have become 
a mantra for millions of youth and 
underserved groups seeking employment 
with skills. The "Skill India Mission" is 
transforming the youth into the best 
human resources and giving skills a new 
identity, allowing the nation's resolve 
of a self-reliant India to be realised, the 
foundation of which was laid 7 years ago 
with long-term thinking.

Skilling India, Transforming India Cover Story
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Sri Ganganagar, Rajasthan. But now I've been 
recognised for my talent. Even during the COVID 
period, the pace of skill development did not slow. 
When everything came to a halt during the COVID 
period, providing training at skill development 
centres became a challenge. The government's 
online training system then made our lives easier.

Kritika Sharma, a student at ITI, Noida, 
is overjoyed with how smoothly her training 
progressed and how she overcame every 
challenge. This was made possible by the online 
learning module developed during the Covid period 
on the instructions of the Directorate General of 
Training. It has benefited approximately 17–18 
lakh ITI students.

Similar expressions of self-assurance and 
self-reliance can now be seen on the faces of 
millions of young people pursuing employment 
and self-employment through skill training. This 
is because, as India's industrial progress and 

ever-changing environment have increased the 
pace and quality of skill development in various 
areas. Seven years ago, the groundwork for 
making India self-reliant was laid, with the goal of 
making the country a skill capital. Many unique 
efforts have been made over the years to give 
skills a new identity in order to achieve Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's vision of making India 
a skill hub.

In the country today, there are approximately 
2.5 thousand skill India centres and approximately 
15 thousand training centres where training in 
more than 300 courses in 37 sectors is provided. 
The fact that over one crore young people join 
the Skill India Mission every year, giving their 
lives and the nation a new identity, demonstrates 
the mission's success. In India, skill development 
is not a new topic, but there was a difference in 
intent. Previously, the issue of skill development 
was dispersed across many departments, with no 

Businesses and markets change so quickly 
nowadays that staying relevant becomes difficult. 
It has grown in importance since Covid. But, in 
Prime Minister Modi's words, "the mantra of staying 
relevant is skill, re-skill, and up-skill." Skill implies 
the acquisition of a new skill. This is your skill, as if 
you learned to make a chair out of a single piece of 
wood. You've also raised the price of that piece of 
wood. But, in order for this price to remain, as well 
as this new design and new style, something new 
must be added every day. You must continue to 
learn new things. And continuing to learn something 
new necessitates re-skilling. Up-skilling occurs 
as you continue to learn new things while making 
small furniture and eventually design the entire 
office. "Knowing, understanding, and adhering to 
this mantra of skill, re-skill, and up-skill are critical 
in all of our lives."

Understand 'Modi 
Mantra' of skill, re-skill, 
and upskill in this way

The youth of today, who were born 
in the 21st century, are going to 

carry forward India's development 
journey till the 100th year of 

India's independence. Therefore, 
skill development of the youth of 
this new younger generation is 
a national necessity. This is the 
cornerstone of self-reliant India.
-Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
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single point of contact. However, Prime Minister 
Modi, who recognised the significance of skill 
development, established a separate Ministry of 
Skill Development by bringing everyone together. 
That is, the thinking was that by focusing on 
skill development, the country's youth would be 
prepared in such a way that they would never 
have to rely on anyone.

Instead of making the youth job seekers, the 
idea was to equip them with skills that would 
enable them to become job providers. "Innovation 
and imagination are the keys to possibilities," 
said the great physicist Robert Noyce. Prime 
Minister Modi also believes "Society's life can 
only progress when it is constantly new". Life is 
about constantly learning. Only then will we be 
successful, which is why our country's younger 
generation requires that courage and spirit. He 
believes that many people panic because they 
are afraid of failing. While the person standing 

on the shore does not drown, the person who 
jumps into the water drowns and learns to 
swim while drowning. The government is also 
providing loans through Startup India, Stand Up 
India, and Mudra Yojana to provide skills and new 
opportunities to the youth. Its goal is to look at 
knowledge and skills differently and to follow 
Swami Vivekananda's path.

Today, it is critical to emphasise the value of 
skills. No work is completed overnight; only a 
concerted effort results in success. Small children 
are innovating in this direction, creating new apps 
from the Tinkering Lab of the Atal Innovation 
Mission. The Atal Innovation Mission has evolved 
into a movement that encourages children to 
innovate. Recognizing the current knowledge-
skills gap in India, the Skill Development Mission 
was launched on July 15, 2015. Its goal was for 
the youth to gain knowledge as well as skills. 
Thousands of Prime Minister's Skill Development 

Skilling India, Transforming India Cover Story

To make the Skill India Mission effective at the 
national level, more than 40 skill development 
schemes/programs have been implemented 
through 20 ministries/departments.

1.35

PROGRESS OF TRAINING  
UNDER MINISTRY OF  

SKILL DEVELOPMENT  
AND  

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Over OverOver

crore people were 
trained.

Sector Skill Councils 
formed

crore are enrolled in the Ministry 
of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship.

crore people have  
been trained under  
this mission till  
March 2022

5.70

lakh placements have 
been done so far

24
1.42

37
crore certified
1.08

* Figures as of March 2022.
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Centers have been established across the country 
to facilitate this. The number of ITIs has grown. 
It now has tens of thousands of new seats. As a 
result of this, approximately 6 crore people have 
had their skills developed, and the campaign is 
still going on with new experiments.

SKILL DEVELOPMENT BECOMING NEED OF 
THE COUNTRY

The challenges posed by this global pandemic 
have increased the value of skills. Now that 
India is commemorating the Amrit Mahotsav 
of its independence with the Amrit Yatra, we 
are determined to have a golden India on the 
occasion of the country's 100th anniversary 
of independence. In such a situation, skill 
development of the next generation of youth is a 
national necessity in order to lay the groundwork 
for a self-sufficient India. The Government is 

committed to reviving the Skill India Mission in 
light of the new educational, health, and industry-
related institutions that have been established in 
the country.

The role of skill has also been important 
in Indian tradition because when society and 
nation place value on skill, the nation-society up-
skills and progresses. As a result, the worship 
of weapons on Vijayadashami, the harvest on 
Akshaya Tritiya, the worship of agricultural 
machines, and the worship of Lord Vishwakarma 
are all important festivals for people associated 
with every skill-craft. However, during the long 
period of slavery, the social and educational 
system gradually weakened the system of skill 
development.

If education-knowledge assures us about what 
we need to do, skill teaches us how to do that 
work in real life. The country's "Skill India Mission" 

When Prime Minister Modi realised the 
importance of skill in his youth

The dreams of the youth are becoming a reality, 
thanks to Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
visionary thinking since his election in 2014, when 
he established the Ministry of Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship. An example of how 
important skill development is for anyone can be 
found in Prime Minister Modi's experience at a 
virtual function celebrating the completion of five 
years of the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana.
In his own words, "What is the power of a skill? 
Everyone will have some sort of experience related 
to it." I also recall an old incident. I used to work as 
a volunteer with some tribal organisations when I 
was young. We once had to travel somewhere in 
a jeep with people from an institution. However, 
when it was time to leave in the morning, the 
jeep did not start. While wandering through those 

forests, everyone tried everything, pushed, did 
everything, but the car did not move. One of the 
mechanics was called up around 8 or 9 p.m. He 
came in and fixed it in 2 minutes by doing little 
things here and there. I then asked him how much 
money he needed to be paid. He said twenty 
rupees. Twenty rupees was a lot of money back 
then. "Hey man, 2 minutes of work and you're 
asking for 20 rupees," one of our friends said. His 
response continues to inspire me and has left 
an impression on my mind. "Sir, I am not taking 
20 rupees for 2 minutes," said the uneducated 
mechanic. These 20 rupees are for the skill that 
has come to me after working for 20 years and the 
experience I have gained. This, I understand, is the 
power of skill. Your talent and influence not only 
motivate but also inspire your work. "

20 years' worth of skill is Rs 20 !
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is a step-by-step campaign to match this truth. 
Today, there is a global demand for skills, and 
those who possess those skills will advance. 
This holds true for both individuals and 
nations. This is the foundation of India's skills 
strategy, which aims to position the country 
as a global leader in the field of skills. Keeping 
this in mind, the government has launched a 
new initiative to map skilled people based on 
global need. Not only that, but if India has been 
able to fight the COVID epidemic so effectively, 
it is also due to the country's preparation and 
availability of a skilled workforce in recent 
years. After 34 years, the Government has 
taken a decisive step toward transforming 
India into a global knowledge-skills hub by fully 
integrating practical knowledge-skills into the 
new National Education Policy.

The Skill India programme proved to be a 

Understanding the difference 
between knowledge and skill
Dada Dharmadhikari ji has written in a book. A young man 
approached him for a job through a mutual acquaintance. He 
wanted Dharmadhikari ji to recommend something, and then he'd 
find work. Dada Dharmadhikari ji inquired about his qualifications, 
and he stated that he was a graduate. "What do you know?" he 
inquired once more. "I am a graduate," he said again. He had no 
idea what Dada Dharmadhikari was asking. I'm asking 
you again, brother. "I am a graduate," he said again. "Do 
you know how to type?" Dharmadhikari ji then inquired. 
Do you have any cooking skills? "Do you have any 
experience making furniture?" "Can you prepare tea 
and snacks?" To all of these inquiries, the young 
man replied, "No, not me." I recently graduated. That 
is, education frequently fills a treasure trove of 
knowledge that does not coalesce with practical 
life. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, quoting 
Swami Vivekananda, explains that there is 
a distinction between knowledge and skill, 
which Swami Vivekananda had understood 
at the same time. They explain that in today's 
world, what is more valuable: a certificate 
in hand or skill? The government has 
attempted to implement the same concept 
as "skill development."

Along with earning, one should 
always keep learning. Only skilled 

people can progress in today's 
world. This applies to both people 
and countries. This should be at 

the core of the skilling strategy of 
our youth so that India can provide 

a skilled and skilled labour force 
to the world. Stakeholders should 

continuously "skill," "re-skill,"  
and "upskill."

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
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boon for women who had never received traditional 
vocational education or had been forced to drop 
out of school or college for a variety of reasons. 
Skill India gives lakhs of out-of-school women 
who have been denied traditional education 
and vocational qualifications the opportunity to 
gain skills and training that will enable them to 
empower themselves and become self-reliant.

Babasaheb Ambedkar had placed a high 
value on skill development for youth and the 
underprivileged, and the country is making 
every effort through the skill mission to 
realise Babasaheb's visionary dream. India 
launched the "Going Online As Leaders" (GOAL) 
programme for tribal society. This programme 
fosters entrepreneurship by assisting the tribal 
community with traditional skills.
SKILL DEVELOPMENT MISSION NOW A MASS 
MOVEMENT.

A country's greatest strength is its youth. 
This generation's contribution to the country's 
economic progress is also the most significant. 
At a time when 65 percent of India's population 
is young, a mass movement is underway to train 
these youth to be the best human resources 
possible. Various aspects of skill development 
have been prioritised in this direction, according 
to Prime Minister Modi's vision. A short-term 
training programme has been launched, with 
training in over 300 subjects planned.

More than 1.25 Crore people have been trained 
in soft skills since the beginning, in accordance 
with world-certified programmes. To formalise 
the country's unorganised work situation, an 
initiative was also taken under the Pradhan 
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana to recognise the 
past experience of traditional skills (including 
carpenters, plumbers, stone carving, and so on) 

         7 Decades Vs 8 years
Exponential rise in the number of IITs, IIMS 

and Medical Colleges
7 decades (1947-2014) 8 years (Since 2014) total till 2022                                           
7 AIIMS 15 AIIMS 22 AIIMS
 Approved/ Functioning     
387 Medical Colleges 219 Medical Colleges 606 Medical Colleges                
82,000 Medical seats 66,000 Medical seats 1.48 Lakh Medical seats            
16 IITs 7 IITs 23 IITs
13 IIMs 7 IIMs 20 IIMs
723 Universities 320 Universities 1,043 Universities

Number of ITIs increased
In Last 8 years the eco-system for 
skilling has grown exponentially. 

n14,747 ITIs opened in the last 8 years. n4626 institutes 
have been added only after 2014. nSince 2014, more than 
4 lakh seats have been added. n3397 Memorandums of 
Understanding were signed for training and industry needs.
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in order to change the unorganised sector into 
the organised sector. Over 50 million people 
have been assessed and certified as a result 
of prior learning recognition. Apart from that, 
the police and jails also benefited from this 
scheme. On June 18, last year, six new crash 
courses for the training of Covid warriors 
were launched, with a goal of training one lakh 
health workers.

The Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) is an 
important initiative for developing skills in 
remote rural areas. 

More than 9 lakh people have been trained 
as a result of this in the last few years. 304 
Jan Shikshan Sansthans across the country 
are working on this. Today, India is growing 
as a global economy. With this in mind, 
young people are being trained on the job and 
receiving on-the-job skills training. For the 

Steps related to skill…
Mission Progress

VISION OF SKILLED INDIA 
FOR THE AMRIT KAAL
The Ministry of Skill Development & 
Entrepreneurship for India @ 2047 has 
formulated a vision for NITI Aayog with 
empaneled experts and is interacting with 
stakeholders on:

Immense potential

 So far, 146 prospective skills qualifications have been 
approved for market-based future skills in line with Industry 
4.0. All the candidates certified under PM Kaushal Vikas 
Yojana 3.0 are being linked to the Aseem (ASEEM) portal to 
find job opportunities.

 The crash course programme for COVID warriors started 
under the PM Kaushal Vikas Yojana 3.0 and 1.24 lakh people 
have been trained for jobs in the healthcare sector.

 Training has been promoted. More than 22 lakh active 
apprentices have been engaged in this. As of December 
2021, around 4.9 lakh apprentices have completed the 
training.

 9.93 lakh participants were trained through 39,251 
programmes to promote entrepreneurship. It includes more 
than 5000 candidates from 145 countries.

 Through the Pradhan Mantri Yuva Yojana, 991 new 
enterprises have been created and 1071 existing enterprises 
have been expanded.

 There is a lot of potential for the gig or knowledge 
economy to grow in terms of gigs and workers.
Skills must be embedded in proficiency in 
processes, systems, and models.

 To replicate the world's best work with ease 
in setting up foreign institutions and focus on 
indigenous best work. To study and analyse future 
job forecasts for 2047,

 India can make a difference in sectors such as 
healthcare, care-sector, hi-tech manufacturing, 
IT-ITES, construction, hospitality, technology, and 
innovation where India can make a difference in the 
world.

 More emphasis on the need to organise the 
unorganised sector for 2047.

 A global accreditation board comprised of 
important countries such as India, Canada, 
Singapore, the United Kingdom, Australia, 
Germany, Japan, the Gulf region, and Scandinavia 
to be superior in skill requirements and leading 
institutions.
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National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme, 
which launched in 2016, significant changes 
were made to the Apprenticeship Act. To 
encourage apprenticeship, the Apprenticeship 
Act was amended to include a provision 
allowing organisations to receive a 25% stipend 
reimbursement. 

The Degree-Apprenticeship is a first-of-its-
kind dual vocational education programme 
launched by the Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Education, including on-the-job training. Skill 
Mission has provided opportunities for trained 
youth all over the world. Several programmes 
are being implemented with approximately 20 
countries to increase foreign mobility. Among 
these are skills mapping , driving training with 
the UAE and TIPP with Japan. India has risen 
from 29th to 13th place in the international skill 

ranking in the last few years. In today's changing 
times, new opportunities are opening up for the 
youth. It is critical to equip them with skills and 
knowledge that will allow their dreams to take 
flight. The youth of India are prepared for any 
challenge by skilling, reskilling, and upskilling as 
required by the market. The Skill India campaign 
has now become synonymous with New India.

TECHNOLOGY, MANAGEMENT SHAPING 
SKILL

The Prime Minister's vision of a New India is 
being realised as a result of the policy of giving 
new life to young aspirations rather than limiting 
them to being the world's largest consumers of 
technology. India has set a goal of becoming 
a technological leader, and the Prime Minister 
has referred to this decade as "TECHADE" on 
numerous occasions. There is a need to create a 

Increase in budget for 
skill mission

 Lack of budget was not 
allowed to come in the 
way of accelerating skill 
development progress. Its 
budget continues to grow and 
the General Budget presented 
for 2022-23 emphasises the 
continuous enhancement of skill 
development programmes with 
industry partnerships, the main 
ones being:

 The National Skill Qualification 
Framework will be aligned with 
the needs of the industry. For 
this, 750 virtual and 75 skill-
based e-labs will be set up in the 
country.

 Youth will be made skilled 
through online training by 
setting up 'Desh Stack Portal 
(DESH-Stack e-portal)' for skills 
and livelihood. An API-based 
credible skill certificate will be 
given.

 Drone-as-a-Service startups 
will be promoted. Approved a 
PLI scheme of Rs 120 crore for 
the production of drones and 
drone components to increase 
employment. In the coming 
three years, 10,000 jobs will be 
created in this sector.

 The National Skill Development 
Corporation has also launched a 
Skill Impact Bond in association 
with some institutions in the 
country and the world, which 
is the first of its kind bond on 
skills. This collaboration has 
raised a fund of US $14.4 million 
to benefit 50,000 youth over four 
years.

 The main focus of this fund-
linked scheme is to provide 
skill and vocational training 
to women and girls to gain 
employment.
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new technology culture in New India, where people 
are willing to experiment with new technology and 
are not afraid to take on big challenges.

At the same time, there should be a desire 
to become a leader among people rather than 
a follower in terms of technology, because the 
internet and online learning are necessary in the 
21st century. As a result, many other portals for skill 
training, such as Bharat Skills and the e-Skill India 
platform have been established. Furthermore, in 
addition to IITs and IIMs, state-of-the-art training 
institutes known as Indian Skill Institutes (IIS) are 
being planned to make Indian skills world-class. 
The foundation of which has been laid on PPP 
model in Mumbai and Gandhinagar.

The Prime Minister recently stated that 
Industry 4.0 cannot be realised unless the country 
advances in areas such as FinTech, Agritech, 
Meditech, and Skill Development. That is why he 

Skill development in new 
national education policy TRAINING FOR  

FARMERS ALSO The National Education Policy 2020 calls for students to develop 
future skills by reducing the curriculum burden. It also aims to 
improve the skills of both teachers and students. By 2025, at least 
half of the country's students should be connected to schools 
and higher education institutions.

 Under the umbrella of "Holistic Education—an Integrated Scheme 
for Schooling," the Department of School Education and Literacy 
is implementing a scheme for the vocationalization of school 
education so that students can choose careers based on their 
aptitude, potential, and aspirations. The scheme has authorised 
14,435 schools across the country to integrate vocational 
education into general education from 9th to 12th grade.

 The Skill Hub Initiative (SHI) has been launched as a pilot project 
in the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 3.0 in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Education. It aims to build infrastructure and 
meet vocational training needs in sync with the needs of the local 
economy. The Skill Hubs are the nodal skill centres identified to 
introduce work to the world through industry travel and bagless 
days from class 6th to 8th.

 Students in grades 9th through 12th, as well as middle school 
dropouts, are given opportunities for skill development and 
vocational training through education loans and employment. 
This is expected to cost around Rs 700 crore. Under this, 9.3 lakh 
students are to be covered, of which 1.56 lakh have been enrolled 
till March 2022.

 7-day short-term skill training is 
provided to rural youth through 
the 'Krishi Extension Sub Mission'.

 Agriculture Clinics and 
Agribusiness Centers (AC & 
ABCs)" have been set up to create 
self-employment opportunities 
under the Agriculture Extension 
Sub-Mission.

 In this, 45 days of residential 
training is given with the help of 
nodal training institutes.

 Trained candidates are assisted 
in getting loans to start 
agricultural enterprises. Recently, 
this scheme has also been added 
to the Mudra Loan Scheme.

Skill Development for 
Minorities

 Through schemes such as 
Seekho Aur Kamao, Nai Manzil, 
Ustad, Nai Roshni, and Garib 
Nawaz Swarogzar, over 10 
lakh youth have received skill 
development training and 
employment opportunities.

 Women make up more than half 
of those who have benefited.

 Hunar Haat provides skilled 
artisans and craftsmen with 
markets and opportunities. 
Over the last eight years, 39 
Hunar Haats across the country 
have provided employment 
and opportunities to over 8.5 
lakh masters, artisans, and 
craftsmen.
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states unequivocally that "Technology First" is 
his government's model of good governance. 
New and innovative initiatives for youth skill 
development have also been announced in 
the general budget. Apprenticeships in degree 
programmes, internships in local government, and 
the organisation of online degree programmes 
are just a few examples. Bridge courses are also 
being organised for young Indians who wish to 
work abroad.

Today, the country's youth are developing new 
apps, startups are becoming unicorns, and India 
is pioneering a new wave of startups through 
innovation and incubation. Because of the 
government's emphasis on skills, the number of 
patents has risen to more than 15,000 per year, 
up from an average of 4,000 prior to 2014.

However, in today's rapidly changing world, 
millions of skilled workers are required in a 

variety of fields. Particularly in health care, where 
enormous potential has emerged. Recognizing 
this, the Ministry of Skill Development has begun 
mapping the opportunities that are being created 
around the world. The hope is that the youth 
of India will be able to obtain accurate and up-
to-date information about the needs of other 
countries. In which country are new health-care 
opportunities emerging? What is the need in which 
country and which service sector? The youth 
of India will now be able to obtain information 
about it more quickly. The task of providing such 
information will now be made easier thanks to 
skill mapping. A portal for worker skill mapping 
has also been established in the country. This 
portal will be critical in the mapping of skilled 
workers. Employers will be able to access skilled 
labour with a single click as a result of this. This 
will benefit workers, particularly those who have 

To increase state participation, the Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship, in collaboration 
with the Indian Institute of Management Bangalore, has 
launched the Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship to 
create a skilled workforce at the district level.

Under this, there is an initiative to strengthen the 
State-District Skill Committee and create better market 
linkages and qualitatively improve short-term training.

Fellowship

To improve the relevance and efficiency of skill 
training imparted through Industrial Training 
Institutes (ITIs), apprenticeships

Strive

Sa
nk

al
p

WORLD BANK  PARTNERS WITH INDIA IN SKILL DEVELOPMENT
Indian population doesn't lack talent 

but it is very important to equip them 
with skills. The World Bank is also 
supporting India in this campaign. 

Sankalp and Strive programmes are 
being run in collaboration with the 

World Bank, and a programme 
of mutual cooperation is going 

on for this with more than 15 
countries.

The country's youth are searching for and providing solutions to thousands of 
problems through technology, specifically hackathons. Today, the country's youth are 
taking on new jobs, working on their own, taking risks, daring, and delegating work to 

others in response to changing job opportunities.
 Narendra Modi Prime Minister
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Digital Skill Building with AICTE

recently relocated from cities to villages.
Skill India Mission now helps millions of young 

people each year by training them for today's needs. 
Special emphasis has been placed on developing 
a digital skilling eco-system in the country and 
developing skills in line with industry demand. 
Every citizen should value it because no successful 
person misses the chance to sharpen his skills. 
Skill is not the only way to make a living and money. 
To live, we need to be enthusiastic and stubborn; 
then skill becomes our driving force and works as 
energy with new inspiration. Whether you are young 
or old, learning new skills keeps your enthusiasm 
for life alive.

Certainly, the new India has chosen a new path 
for itself, and it will continue to do so because it has 
begun to implement policies of skill development 
and job creation in accordance with global 
standards, in accordance with the resolutions of 
Amrit Kaal.   

'YUWAAH KAUSHAL' : A PASSPORT-TO-
EARNING PROGRAMME WITH UNICEF

 The Ministry of Education and 
Skill Development has launched 
a digital skill building programme 
in collaboration with the All India 
Council for Technical Education to 
train students in future emerging 
technologies such as cloud 
computing, big data, data analytics, 
cyber security, blockchain, drones, 
and robotics.

 By conducting courses of three and 
six months, 1.10 crore students will 
be trained under this.

  Students will be given internships 
in addition to technical training. 
Internship opportunities will be made 
available to 10 lakh students in the 
Rural Development Department, 5 
lakh in the Railways, 1 lakh in the 
Ministry of Cooperation, and 1 lakh 
in the Ministry of Education and Skill 
Development.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi wants to establish India as the 
skill development capital of the world. The world is undergoing 

unprecedented changes and skilling, re-skilling and up-skilling are 
the need of the hour. We have to make skill development a mass 
movement. The government is acting as a facilitator in preparing 

a strong workforce for the future. Efforts to create greater synergy 
between education and skill development in the new National 
Education Policy are also an important step in this direction. 

Dharmendra Pradhan,  
Union Minister, Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship

UNICEF and Microsoft have launched 
YuWaah Kaushal, a Passport-to-Earning 
(P2E) programme to empower youth 
in entrepreneurship, employability, and 
social skills. This e-learning solution aims 
to provide free job-related skills to youth 
while also providing opportunities for 
entrepreneurship, employment, and social 
impact. India was the first country to 
implement P2E.
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Environmental protection: 
India leads by example

 In the last few years, the world 
has witnessed India's commitment 

to environmental protection. The 
meeting of COP 26 in Glasgow last 

year highlighted India's efforts where 
the world community praised the 
L.I.F.E (Lifestyle for Environment) 

mantra given by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. The mantra of L.I.F.E 
is now becoming a global movement.  

On June 5, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi launched the global initiative- 

"L.I.F.E MOVEMENT" and at the 
same time highlighted the important 

contribution of India towards 
environmental protection at the 'Mitti 

Bachao' program organized by the 
Isha Foundation...

Nature, soil, and environment are not just words for India 
but are similar to the divinity element associated with 
culture and religion, which has been associated with 

our deities and our ancestors since time immemorial. In the 
Indian context, the meeting between Yudhisthira and 
Duryodhana is a point in a case. It is said about Duryodhana 
that ''ज्न्र धरमं न च रें प्रिृवति।।'' 

It means- I know Dharma, but I do not have the inclination 
for it, I cannot, I know what the truth is, but I can not walk 
that path. When such a tendency takes over the society then 
through collective campaigns solutions have to be found. 
Today the world is facing a serious threat of environmental 
imbalance and by adopting an 'environmentally friendly 
lifestyle' we can all play an important role in staving off this 
crisis, so this mantra of Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
shown the world a new path. India has taken important global 
initiatives in this direction, launching a movement called 
L.I.F.E in partnership with a number of UN agencies.

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the 'Environmental-
Proper Lifestyle Movement' i.e. L.I.F.E through video 
conferencing on the occasion of World Environment Day on 
June 5. Simultaneously, the 'L.I.F.E Global Call for Ideas and 

style for 
environment

L.I.F.E.

Environment Nation
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Papers' was launched, inviting individuals, universities, 
think tanks, nonprofits, and others from around the 
world to come up with excellent climate-friendly 
behavior change solutions which can be expanded. 
This mission has been initiated by the Government 
of India in partnership with the United Nations, the 
World Resource Institute, the Center for Social and 
Behavior Change (CSBC), and the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation. Introducing the 'LiFE Movement', Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi not only underscored India's 
important steps toward environmental protection 
and its achievements but also emphasized on the 
principles of reuse, reduce and recycle with innovation 
and technology.  He said, "India stands ready to 
support any endeavor for a better environment and 
global well-being. Our track record speaks for itself. 
Initiatives such as the International Solar Alliance, 
Focus on One Sun-One World-One Grid, and Coalition 
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure is making major 
contributions. We are glad that the world is supporting 
these efforts. I am confident that the LiFE Campaign 
will unite us further and ensure a secure future for 
generations to come. I once again invite the world to 
be a part of this journey.   

‘Save the soil’ program
Initiatives to revitalize the soil

Concerns are being expressed all over the world 
about the deteriorating health of the soil in the 
last few years. According to experts, in the last 
25 years, 10 percent of the world's fertile land has 
become barren. The reason is the use of chemical 
fertilizers, pesticides, and the loss of soil moisture 
and nutrients due to global warming. Amidst this 
growing concern, India is moving ahead with 
important initiatives like Natural Farming, Soil 
Health Card, Neem Coated Urea, Micro Irrigation, 
Catch the Rain, River Conservation, and the Atal 
Bhujal mission. Addressing the 'Mitti Bachao' 
program organized by Isha Foundation at Vigyan 
Bhawan, Delhi on June 5, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi highlighted 5 important efforts of India toward 
saving the soil. He said, "We have focused on five 
major things - first - how to make the soil chemical-
free. Second- How to save the organisms that live in 
the soil, which you people call Soil Organic Matter 
in technical language.  And third - how to maintain 
soil moisture, and how to increase the availability of 
water. Fourthly, how to remove the damage that is 
happening to the soil due to lack of ground water, 
and fifthly, how to stop the continuous erosion of 
soil due to a reduction in the forest area. ”

Important steps taken by India for the protection of the environment

 million LED bulbs have 
been distributed so far. 

million units of 
electricity saved

A reduction of  40 million 
tonnes of carbon dioxide has 
also been ensured.

increase in the budget 
for rejuvenation of the 
river Ganga. The world's 
largest solar park 
has started in Bhadla, 
Rajasthan.

370 
50 

28
8%

LED bulbs
 n Achieved the target of 10% 

ethanol blend in petrol 
5 months ahead of the 
November 2022 target. As a 
result, crude oil imports fell by 
more than  5.5 billion dollars, 
carbon dioxide emissions fell 
by 2.7 million tonnes, and 
farmers' incomes increased 
by about 5.5 billion dollars.  

n India has already achieved 
its commitment to reach 
40% of the installed 
capacity from non-fossil 
fuel-based sources 9 years 
ahead of schedule.

n India has achieved the 
targets set in Cop 21, 9 
years ahead of schedule. 
Since 2014, the installed 
capacity of solar power 
has increased by 1900 
percent. The total number 
of wildlife protected areas 
has increased by 32%.

The number of Asian lions has increased by 
64% from 2010 to 2020. The number of tigers 
has increased by 33% from 2014 to 2018.

Environment Nation
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The government has placed a high priority on digitization and ease of living in order to improve 
the lives of the country's citizens. This is why the government is now offering many loan schemes 
on an online platform, so that loan seekers can apply online and get the loan without any hassle. 
This loan will be distributed in various categories through the Jan Samarth Portal. The portal was 

launched on June 6 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. This portal is set to play an important role in 
increasing self-employment by bringing government schemes to all beneficiaries.

The Prime Minister launched the portal on 
June 6 at the inauguration of the Ministry of 
Finance and Corporate Affairs' Iconic Week 

Celebrations, with the goal of making it easier for 
citizens to access 13 government schemes by 
consolidating them onto a single platform. This 
will make it easier for citizens to get loans and 
will save them from having to travel to multiple 
locations and go through multiple procedures. 
At the same time, this portal will not only make 
citizens' lives easier, but will also assist them in 
realising their dreams. The Prime Minister also 
inaugurated a digital exhibition on the travel and 
achievements of both ministries over the last 
eight years on this occasion.

"All debt-related schemes of the government 
of India will now be available in one place," 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said at the 
portal's launch. The Jan Samarth Portal is part 
of the Prime Minister's service to the common 
people, enabling and facilitating the common 
citizen because reaching the public, reaching 
every eligible person, and providing them with 
full benefits is the government's top priority and 
responsibility.

JAN SAMARTH PORTAL : 13 SCHEMES IN 
FOUR LOAN CATEGORIES.

 "Jan Samarth" currently provides an all-in-
one location for submitting applications for 
13 government schemes across four loan 
categories and selecting from over 125 lenders.

 It ensures faster loan processing by coordinating 
with CBDT, GST, UDAY, NESL, UIDAI, CIBIL, and 
other government agencies.

 The "Jan Samarth" portal will offer loans in the 
categories of agriculture, livelihood, education, 
and business activity.

 Three government schemes are already available 
on the Jan Samarth portal, and more will be 
added in the future. The 'Jana Samarth' portal 
will verify eligibility, grant in-principle approval, 
and forward the application to the chosen bank.

 It will also keep the beneficiaries up to date on 
the latest developments in the loan process. 
There is no need to visit the bank branches more 
than once.

 There are three schemes for education, three for 
agriculture, six for business activity categories, 
and one for livelihood loans.  

SINGLE WINDOW FOR 
GETTING LOAN

Jan Samarth PortalNation
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In the difficult period of Covid, when doubts were 
raised in the country, about the efficacy of available 
medical devices, medical, infrastructure, vaccine 
research, and manufacturing, India achieved what 
no one had even imagined. The coordination of 
government and industry with biotech and all other 
sectors has scripted a new success story. But behind 
this phenomenal success is the hard work and efforts 
of the last 8 years, with a special focus on sectors 
like biotech. The biotech sector has received a boost 
from initiatives like Startup India, Atal Innovation 
Mission, Make in India, and Self-Reliant India. Giving 
a new direction to these efforts, Biotech Startup 
Expo was organized on 9-10 June at Pragati Maidan, 
Delhi. Inaugurating it, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said, "Trust is at a new height in the world regarding 
the skill and innovation of our IT professionals. This 
same trust, this same reputation, is being witnessed 
in this decade in India's biotech sector, and India's 
bio-professionals. "
The Prime Minister also spoke about the contribution 
of the Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance 
Council (BIRAC) to the development of this sector 
in the country. The Prime Minister said that today 
when the country is taking new resolutions during 
the Amrit period, the role of the biotech industry in 
the development of the country is very important. 

India aims to become world's biotech hub
Biotech is a sector that not only contributes significantly to the country's GDP but also creates a large 
number of jobs. It is the result of continuous efforts of the Central Government that in the last 8 years, 

India's biotech sector has managed to reach an 80 billion dollar bio-economy with 8 times growth. 
Now is the time to move forward with new goals and an event like Biotech Startup Expo is a step in this 
direction. Launching it on June 9, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, "India is not far from reaching the 

league of top-10 countries in Biotech's global ecosystem."

Infinite potential in the biotech sector ...
India is in the top 12 destinations for 
biotechnology in the world and third in Indo-
Pacific. With the Global Innovation Index 
improving to 46th position, India's bio-
economy is growing in double digits year on 
year, reaching 81 billion in 2021, compared 
to 51 billion in 2018. We are approaching the 
150 billion target by 2025, as evidenced by 
the double-digit growth over the Covid years. 
The number of biotech incubators and total 
funding has also increased almost 7 times. In 
2014, when there were only 6 bio incubators in 
our country, today their number has increased 
to 75. 8 years ago there were 10 biotech 
products in our country. Today their number 
has exceeded 700.

Biotech Nation

9 fold increase in number 
of Investors in Biotech 
Startups

Year Investors

73
2

2015

10
22 17

32 26
62 33

97 42
32 5343

2016

2017

2018
2019

2020

2021*

* Provisional
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Gallery of Revolutionaries at Sant Tukaram Mandir inaugurated in Pune

DEVELOPMENT AND LEGACY 
GO SIMULTANEOUSLY

Modern technology and infrastructure 
have become synonymous with 

India's development over the last 
eight years. As a result, the work 

of preserving India's great tradition 
and culture has been completed 

parallel. There are examples of this 
all over, from Kedarnath to the Kashi 

Vishwanath temple to the statue of Sri 
Ramanujacharya in Hyderabad. This list 

now includes the name of Maharashtra's 
great Sreesanth Tukaram Maharaj's 

rock temple. "We are ensuring that both 
development and heritage move forward 
together," Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said on the occasion of its inauguration 

on June 14.

Sant Tukaram was a Varkari sect saint and poet who 
enlightened the masses through spiritual songs 
known as Abhyangs (also known as devotional 

songs), devotional poetry, and kirtan. Sant Tukaram, who 
lived in Dehu, is said to have laid the groundwork for the 
Maharashtra Bhakti movement. His place in literature is 
exceptional, not only in the Varkari sect but throughout 
the world. His Abhyangs have been translated into 
English as well. Following his death, a rock temple was 
built.  Recently this was redeveloped which has been 
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The 
temple also has  an idol of Sant Tukaram. Saint Tukaram 
was a devout follower of Vitthal, or Lord Vishnu, and 
adhered to Vaishnavism. Many compositions from Sant 
Tukaram's Bhaktipadas can still be found today. In his 
honour, the Government of India issued a Rs 100 silver 
coin in 2002.
"Today, in the 75th year of independence, the country 
has resolved to achieve 100 percent of its goals," 

Maharashtra VisitNation
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi said at the temple's 
inauguration. In fact, the schemes for poor, currently 
in place in the country are linked to basic necessities 
of life such as electricity, water, housing, and 
treatment. The government intends to make them 
available to everyone. Similarly, the country has 
launched environmental, water conservation, and 
river-saving campaigns, as well as made a pledge for 
a healthy India. The government is also determined 
to carry out these resolutions. At the moment, the 
country is also promoting natural farming through a 
campaign based on the ideals of the Warkari saints.
This Antyodaya resolution was influenced by the 
Varkari saint Tukaram, about whom Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi says, "His ideals inspire many 
people." They motivate us to help others and build 
a compassionate society. Saints such as Tukaram ji 
were influential in the lives of national heroes such 
as Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. When Veer Savarkar 

was imprisoned during the freedom struggle, 
he would sing Tukaram's abhang while playing 
handcuffs like a chipli.
During his Maharashtra visit, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the temple of Tukaram 
Maharaj, inaugurated the Jal Bhushan Bhawan and 
the Gallery of Revolutionaries, and also participated 
in the Bicentennial Festival of Mumbai Samachar.

MUMBAI SAMACHAR PUBLISHING 
CONTINUOUSLY FOR THE PAST 200 YEARS
Prime Minister Narendra Modi also attended 
the Mumbai Samachar Bicentenary Festival at 
the Bandra Kurla Complex in Mumbai. Fardunji 
Marjabanji began publishing the Mumbai Samachar 
as a weekly on July 1, 1822, and it became a daily 
in 1832. This newspaper has been running for 
200 years. To commemorate this extraordinary 
achievement, a postage stamp was also issued. 

HERITAGE PRESERVATION EFFORTS RANGE FROM 
PANDHARPUR TO CHARDHAM, AND FROM THE 

RAM MANDIR TO THE RAMAYANA CIRCUIT

Inauguration of Jal Bhushan Bhawan and Gallery
The Prime Minister also dedicated the Jal Bhushan Bhawan at Raj Bhavan 
in Mumbai, which has served as the official residence of the Governor of 
Maharashtra since 1885. When this building's life was up, it was demolished 
and a new building was built with all of the old building's distinctive features 
preserved. The Prime Minister also dedicated a revolutionaries' gallery in 
Mumbai. In fact, in 2016, a bunker was discovered in the Raj Bhavan, which 
had previously been used by the British as a secret storage facility for arms 
and ammunition. The bunker was renovated in 2019, and the gallery bunker 
was created as a one-of-a-kind museum to commemorate the contribution 
of the freedom fighters and revolutionaries.

 Pandharpur Palki Marg 
is being modernised, and 
new highways are being 
constructed for the Chardham 
Yatra. Under the PRASHAD 
scheme, pilgrimage sites and 
tourist attractions are being 
developed throughout the 
country.

 A grand Ram temple is also 
being built in Ayodhya; the 
Kashi Vishwanath Dham 

complex is also present in 
its new form; and significant 
development work has been 
done in Somnath.

 The Ramayana circuit 
includes the locations 
mentioned in the Ramayana 
by Maharishi Valmiki.

 Five pilgrimages to Baba 
Saheb Ambedkar have also 
developed during these eight 
years.

Maharashtra  Visit Nation

It is said in our 
scriptures that 

"satsang" (sacred 
gathering) of the 

saints is the most rare 
privilege in human 

birth. If one receives 
the grace of the saints, 
there is spontaneous 
realisation of God. I'm 

having the same feeling 
now that I've arrived in 

this holy  
pilgrimage-land  

of Dehu.
Narendra Modi
Prime Minister



THESE SOLDIERS WILL BE CALLED AGNIVEERS
 New recruitments for the post of sepoy will now be carried 

under the Agnipath scheme and the soldiers recruited under it 
will be called Agniveer.

 They will get a chance to work in the army for 4 years, but 
25 percent of them will get a chance to work in the army for 
a longer period. That is, after 4 years, 25 percent of these 
soldiers will be eligible for 15 years of permanent commission 
in the Armed Forces.

 After four years of service, they will get a lump sum and a 
certificate of technical competence which will help them in 
finding a new job in the corporate world. The first recruitment 
under this scheme will be announced within 90 days. The 
retired Agniveers will be given reservation of 10% in CAPFs 
and Assam Rifles.

RECRUITMENT ON THE BASIS OF MERIT
 To become an Agniveer, any 10th and 12th pass youth of the 

country whose age is between 17.5 to 21 years, can apply.
 Under the Agnipath scheme, an all-India merit-based 

recruitment scheme will be introduced for recruitment in the 

Youth is the backbone of any nation. A young mind is full of bohemian ideas and creativity. 
No nation in the world can be strong without utilizing the capabilities of its youth power. In 

this regard, India has a demographic dividend which is considered the youngest nation in the 
world.  With an aim to empower the youth the  Central Government has taken two key decisions 
to empower them. First- is the 'Agnipath' scheme which provides the opportunity for 4 years of 

service in the Armed Forces for youth and second...10 lakh new jobs in mission mode under the 
Central Government and its departments in the next year and a half.

'AGNIPATH' OPENS NEW JOB AVENUES IN DEFENSE SECTOR

The Central Government has regularly taken several steps to 
make India's youth power disciplined, skilled, and financially 
empowered. Now with an aim to give a new direction to 

help youth achieve their dreams, the 'Agnipath' scheme has been 
launched.  On June 14, the Cabinet Committee on Defense Affairs 
approved the plan. Under this scheme, youth between the ages of 
17.5 years and 21 years will be given a chance to join the Armed 
Forces for 4 years. In the first year in the recruitment process an 
age relaxation of two years will be given...

Cabinet DecisionsNation

A STRONG TALENT POOL OF 
YOUTH WILL BE READY
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Army, Airforce, and Navy. The youth who will become Agniveer 
after the 10th will get the 12th certificate from the army itself.

 Under this scheme, about 46000 youth will be recruited this 
year for four years period.  Women can also participate in the 
recruitment process. Such recruitments will be conducted 
every year.

SALARY AND FACILITIES
 In the first year, Agniveer will get a monthly salary of 

Rs 30,000, out of which Rs 9,000 will be deposited in 
the service fund. The army will also deposit the same 
amount in Agniveer's account. 33,000 thousand a 
month will be paid in the second year, Rs 36,500 a 
month in the third year, and Rs 40,000 a month for the 
fourth year. Along with it, ration, uniform and traveling 
allowance will be given as per rules.

 An amount of Rs 11.71 lakh will be given to Agniveer 
as a service fund on completion of four years and it will 
be tax-free. Agniveer will not get the benefit of pension 
or gratuity.

 Non-contributory life insurance cover of Rs 48 lakhs. 
Additional ex gratia, disability compensation of Rs 44 
lakh on death during military service.  They will also 
be given a lump sum of Rs 44, 25, and 15 lakh as 
disability compensation on disability of 75, 50, and 25 
percent respectively.

SKILL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES
 An attempt has also been made to boost the 

perspective for jobs in other sectors for the Agniveers 
recruited under this scheme once they complete their 
job tenure.  Technical training, diploma, or further 
education opportunities will be given during their army 
assignment. This will make it easier for them to get a 
job in the corporate world.

IMPORTANT INITIATIVES FOR ARMED FORCES
 Every year around 60,000 personnel retires from the 

Indian Army. The army had been organizing more 
than 100 rallies for open recruitment for these vacant 
posts. Now they can be recruited through the Agnipath 
scheme.

 The objective of the Agnipath scheme is to reduce 
the average age of soldiers serving in the ranks of the 
army. At present, the average age of a soldier is 32 
years but after the new recruitment scheme, it will be 
reduced to 26 years.  

Cabinet Decisions Nation

NEW JOBS TO 10 LAKH YOUTH IN 
ONE AND A HALF YEAR

There is good news for the candidates 
preparing for the government job. In the 
coming 1.5 years, the government will fill 
ten lakh posts in various departments. This 
recruitment will be conducted under various 
departments and ministries of the central 
government. That is, about 1850 people 
will be given employment every day. After 
reviewing the status of vacancies in all 
departments and ministries, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has instructed to complete 
the order of giving these jobs on mission 
mode i.e. at the earliest. The new jobs will 
be available in central government ministries 
and departments such as post, defense 
(civil), railways, and revenue, among others. 
It is worth noting that last year, Union Minister 
of State Jitendra Singh, in response to a 
question in the Rajya Sabha, had told that 
as of March 1, 2020, 8.72 lakh posts were 
vacant in central government departments. 
In such a situation, it is clear that at present 
this figure would have increased to close to 
10 lakhs, for which PM Narendra Modi has 
ordered initiating recruitment. Jitendra Singh 
had told that there are a total of 40 lakh 4 
thousand posts in all the departments of the 
central government, out of which about 31 
lakh 32 thousand employees are appointed. 
In this way, there is a need for recruitment of 
8.72 lakh posts.
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SYMBOL OF INDIA’S RESOLVE SYMBOL OF INDIA’S RESOLVE 
TOWARDS SELF -RELIANCETOWARDS SELF -RELIANCE

 DIGITAL INDIA DIGITAL INDIA

Digital India is a powerful technical solution in India's transition from technology and innovation to 
transparency. It has also become a symbol of India's resolve, self-reliance, and empowerment in the 21st 
century. Who better understands the power of digital than Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the pioneer in 
empowering citizens in the midst of a global crisis through a cashless and digital economy? This is why; 
PM Modi launched Digital India on July 1, 2015. Digital India empowers the common citizen by bridging 
the gap between government and people, systems and facilities, problems and solutions.

7 Years of Digital IndiaNation
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Gurdeep Singh, the owner of the Common 
Service Center (CSC) in Shahjahanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh, began this work when he had no 

other source of income. Now he employs 20 people.
Jondro M. Sangma of Ladakh had to travel two 

to three kilometres away from his home once a year 
to the bank to submit a life certificate for pension. "I 
downloaded the UMANG app and can now submit 
the life certificate digitally while sitting at home," he 
explains. Sangma advises everyone to download the 
UMANG app and buy approved biometric devices.

Similarly, IT professional Chandan Kumar from 
Bihar received his insurance claim for his crashed 
car with the Registration Certificate (RC) parked 
in the DigiLocker. He had borrowed money from a 
bank to purchase a car in 2016.He paid off the bank 
loan, but because of the lockdown, the authorities' 
letter to that effect did not reach him at his rented 
house in Gurgaon. When the car crashed in 2021, 
DigiLocker's RC was used to file an insurance claim, 
which the insurance company accepted.

These are some examples of how Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's Digital India initiative, launched on 
July 1st, 2015, has made people's lives easier. The 
level of ease of doing business and ease of living in 
the country with Minimum Government- Maximum 
Governance is constantly improving. Transparency 
has arrived, and Digital India is working to put an 
end to corruption. Digital India is the manifestation 
of a powerful India e

Prime Minister Narendra Modi believes that 
Digital India is ushering in a silent revolution in 
the country. Farmers' lives have been transformed 
by digital transactions. Youth who are digitally 

Digital India means saving time, 
labour, and money. Digital India 

means fast profit, full profit. Digital 
India means minimum government 
and maximum governance. There 
is a strong emphasis on the scale

and speed with which the 
infrastructure for Digital India is 

being built. 
Narendra Modi,  
Prime Minister.

UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF 
DIGITAL INDIA WITH FOLLOWING DATA

From the fiscal year 2014-
2015 to June 2, 2022, 
approximately  Rs 2.27 lakh 
crore was directly transferred 
into the accounts of 
beneficiaries. The corruption 
that has been leaking money 
is coming to an end from 
JAM Trinity.

Direct Benefit Transfer: 

 Aadhaar numbers have been issued to over 132 
crore residents across the country.

 On the government's e-marketplace (GeM), goods 
worth Rs 25.52 lakh crore have been ordered. 
This platform connects more than 40 lakh 
traders.

 DigiLocker has over 92.3 million users and has 
distributed 5.10 billion documents.

 Optical fibre cables and related equipment have 
been installed in more than 1.77 lakh gram 
panchayats across the country as part of the 
Bharat Net project.

 Since 2014, approximately 5.70 crore certificates 
have been issued through e-Jeevan Pramaan.

 More than 1.73 crore farmers have registered on 
the e-NAM platform, which was founded on the 
idea of a single mandi in the country.

 Across the country, more than 45.55 crore Jan 
Dhan accounts have been opened.

 4.94 lakh common service centres (CSCs) have 
been established, providing both employment 
and services.

 Through India Post Payment Bank, more than 
1.02 lakh post payment banks have been set up 
under Bank Aapke Dwar Sewa.

 The National Scholarship Portal has verified over 
8.39 crore applications.

 The UMANG Mobile App includes 20,527 services 
from 279 central and state government 
departments, as well as 1417 services from 33 
state agencies.

 The signatures are being placed on documents 
that have been certified by the e-signature 
service. Approximately 29 crore e-signatures 
have been issued as of February 2022.

7 Years of Digital India Nation
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empowered will make India the 'Techade' of this 
decade. Those who previously claimed that the poor 
are uninterested in Digital India and cheap data are 
now witnessing the power of Digital India.merging 
in the 21st century.

According to the NITI Aayog report 'Strategy 
@ 75 for New India,' there is a need to bridge the 
digital divide in India by 2022-2023. Keeping this in 
mind, the government has prioritised digital literacy 
since 2014. Two schemes have been implemented, 
namely the National Digital Literacy Mission and 
the Digital Saksharta Abhiyan, with 53.67 lakh 
beneficiaries certified until March 31, 2022. The 

Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan 
has been approved with one person per household 
to bring digital literacy to rural India by involving 6 
crore households. This scheme has enrolled 5.78 
crore candidates, of whom 4.90 crore have been 
trained.

The government promulgated the Information 
Technology (Intermediate Guidelines and Digital 
Media Code of Conduct) Rules 2021, also known 
as IT Rules 2021 on February 25, 2021. The 
aim of the rules is to ensure an open, secure, 
reliable, and accountable Internet for Internet and  
digital users.  

 Powerful steps in supercomputers
Supercomputers are the key to every country's 

success in terms of innovation, research, 
and development. This is why, as part of the 
National Super Computing Mission (NSM), 
the government set a goal of providing high 
computing facilities to 74 institutes by the end 
of 2022. Under the NSM programme, the Center 
for Development of Advanced Computing and 
the Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology collaborated to develop the Param 
Siddhi AI Supercomputer. Built in 2015, this 
is the country's most powerful and fastest 
supercomputer. It is number 63 on the list of the 
world's top 500 supercomputers.

This decade will see India's digital technology 
capabilities significantly improve and its share 
of the global digital economy grow. The world 
will see significant changes as a result of 
5G technology, which India is preparing for 
by developing its own 5G technology. Digital 
empowerment is also empowering India's youth, 
who are working with the government to take the 
country to new heights. Digital India is assisting 
in making this decade "India's Techade."

Digital India plans on the unveil
DIGITAL CURRENCY: The announcement 
to launch the Central Bank Digital 
Currency, i.e., the Digital Rupee, was 
made in the current fiscal year's budget. 
This digital rupee, which is currently our 
physical currency, will be controlled and 
monitored by the RBI.

E-PASSPORT SERVICE: The government 
has announced that citizens will receive 
e-Passports in the current fiscal year. It 
has also begun the procurement of the 
chip for the e-Passport, which includes an 
embedded Radio Frequency Identification 
(IFI) chip and an antenna embedded as 
an inlay in the back cover.

5G WILL BE LAUNCHED THIS YEAR: A 
Rs 224 crore indigenous 5G test bed has 
also been established to experiment and 
demonstrate 5G applications. Now nod 
for auction of 5G spectrum has been 
given by Cabinet . There are plans to 
launch the 5G network gradually in 2022.

Unified Payments Interface (UPI):  
Through a single mobile application, accounts 
from multiple banks can be linked on this digital 
payment platform. Till February 2022, 229 banks 
have joined the service of UPI.
Mobile Handset Manufacturing:  
India is now the world's second largest producer 
of mobile handsets. In 2014, there were only two 
factories producing cellular phones and parts, 
which increased to 200 by 2021.

Rupay Payment Gateway: 
Rupay Payment Gateway is India's first global 
payment network. RuPay cards are used by 70 crore 
Indians. The RuPay payment gateway, which is 
simple to use, is available in Singapore, the United 
Arab Emirates, Bhutan, and Nepal.
E-District Mission Mode Project (MMP):  
In 709 districts across the country, 3916 e-district 
services have been launched. 

7 Years of Digital IndiaNation
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ONE NATION
ONE TAX

In the midst of global turmoil and 
polarisation, India today is playing the 
pivotal role on the global stage thanks 

to reforms that began after 2014. All 
shackles were broken by removing 

the web of laws and compliance. 
The GST (Goods and Services Tax) 
is one such reform, which was first 
envisioned by Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
but only became a reality 17 years 
later, on July 1, 2017. GST not only 

eliminated hundreds of different 
tax traps, but it also introduced new 

services into the lives of ordinary 
people and businesses.

There are times when we attempt to reach a new 
level or point in a nation's development. On the 
night between June 30 and July 1, the country 

demonstrated outstanding federalism by turning into 
reality 17-year journey. GST became an economic 
revolution, providing direction to the entire country 
and adding a new dimension to the economy. Team 
India took a significant step toward realising the 
dream of 'One Nation-One Tax' by eliminating 500 
different types of taxes in the country, from Kashmir 
to Port Blair, Gujarat to Arunachal Pradesh.

Indeed, due to price differences, different states 
used to have different tax rates on the same goods. 
As a result, residents of the state's border regions 
frequently made large purchases from neighbouring 
states with lower tax rates. Furthermore, traders 
used to become entangled in a web of various types 
of taxes and forms. The GST was implemented 
to free people from these shackles. This ground-
breaking initiative has completed five years. Since 
the implementation of GST, the situation has 
changed dramatically. All 17 taxes were combined. 
India has merged into a single market. Interstate 
highway blocks were removed. The elimination of 
the entry tax made it easier to enter cities.

In the name of "entertainment," various states 

imposed taxes ranging from 35% to 110%. It was 
drastically reduced. Previously, the tax on 235 items 
was either 31 percent or higher. The tax on all but 
10 of them was immediately reduced to 28%. The 
tax on those 10 items was reduced even further to 
18%. Several slabs have been created for a limited 
time to ensure that the price of any item did not rise. 
This slowed the rise in prices. Items of common use 
were brought into the nil or 5% tax bracket. Returns 
and assessments went online, and the army of 
inspectors vanished. The Input Tax Credit System 
allowed traders to adjust the tax paid on the same 
item in the credit form at the time of filing the return.

The GST was a step toward uniting India in the 
thread of a uniform tax system, which resulted in 
increased business activity and a new look for the 
country's GDP. As a result, businessmen, big and 
small, have been doing business with ease, and the 
system of filing returns has become simple and easy 
thanks to a single tax system. With the introduction of 
the GST system, the tax system in India has become 
simpler, giving businessmen renewed confidence. 
GST will be a watershed moment in India's history 
this year, as we celebrate 75 years of independence 
and work toward our goal of becoming a $5 trillion 
economy by 2025.

 5 Years of GST Reform
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 HASSLE OF FILLING FORMS IS OVER NOW
The full form of GST is - Goods And Services Tax. When GST was 

implemented on July 1, 2017, Prime Minister Narendra Modi  
termed it as Good and Simple Tax.

Contract 317 0
Invoice 12 1
Announcements 32 0
Form 122 11
Transit Form 2 0
Worksheet 4 0
Invoice format 5 0
Register 1 0
Total 495 12 

GST SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED IN 4 NAMES

Items    Tax rate before GST,          Tax rate after GST
Milk powder  6% 5%
Tea 6% 0
Wheat 2.5% 0
Flour 3.5% 0
Sunflower Oil   6% 5%
Sugar 6% 5% 

Benefit to consumers
According to a report, the average monthly expenditure of 
an average Indian household has come down by up to 4 

percent since the introduction of GST.

Highest tax collection ever

The number of GST return files increased in 
tandem with the increase in GST revenue. The 

possibility of black marketing and smuggling 
has been eliminated. Every commodity now has 

the same price throughout the country. 

CENTRAL GOODS AND SERVICE TAX 
(CGST)
If a transaction is taking place between 
two parties of the same state then 
CGST has to be paid as part to the 
center.

(SGST) | STATE GOODS AND 
SERVICE TAX
If a transaction is taking place between 
two parties of the same state then SGST 
has to be paid as part to the state.

(UTGST) | UNION TERRITORY GOODS 
AND SERVICE TAX
If a transaction is taking place between 
two parties (traders) of a Union 
Territory, UTGST has to be paid as part 
to that Union Territory.

(IGST) | INTEGRATED GOODS AND 
SERVICE TAX
If a transaction is taking place between 
businessmen of two different states, 
then both the Central and State 
Governments have to be paid their 
share together as IGST. It is given to the 
central government, the center gives the 
share of the state to it.  

 5 Years of GSTReform

After GSTTypes of  GST Before GST (VAT)
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It was on 29 January 2020, a team headed by Priya 
Abraham at the National Institute of Virology, 
Pune, found the Covid virus for the first time in a 

sample of three people in India. These three people 
had returned from Wuhan. With the confirmation of 
the case, a feeling of fear gripped her. A disease for 
which there was no known cure by that time. When 
Priya Abraham and her team confirmed the first 
case in India, the National Virology Institute in Pune 
was the only lab in the country to have a COVID test 
facility. The fear of this unknown disease was slowly 
engulfing the nation. Also, at that time there was the 
unpreparedness in the health infrastructure of the 
country to deal with such kind of crisis. A new virus, 
which till then no one knew how to fight. The virus 
was also mutating. But our scientists and doctors 
rose to the occasion by finding solutions and 
developing effective medicines.  Strict lockdown 
and preparations were carried out in the midst of it. 
Also, our doctors devoted themselves to the cause 
by putting in extra hours of work to save lives. India's 
high population makes this challenge more difficult. 

Life is the biggest gift of god but when our life is in danger doctors turn to saviors to 
protect us.  During the Covid pandemic when we were restricted to our homes, it was the 
doctors who protected us in the hour of crisis.  According to a report, about 1490 doctors 

sacrificed their lives while fighting Covid, in an effort to protect us from the pandemic. 
This year on National Doctor's Day on 1st July, let's salute the spirit of selfless services 

and perseverance by doctors...

Angels 
OF HUMANITY

DOCTOR'S DAY - JULY 1

War Against COVID Health

Doctor's Day celebrated in the memory of 
BC Roy,  symbolizes the highest ideals of 
our doctors, and our medical community. 

Especially, the way our doctors have served 
the countrymen during the Covid period is 

an example in itself. On behalf of 130 crore 
countrymen, I thank all the doctors of the 

country and express my gratitude. 
-Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
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Despite this, during Corona, if we look at the infection 
per lakh population, if we look at the death rate, then 
the position of India, compared to the big developed 
and prosperous countries, has been relatively stable. 
The untimely end of one life is equally sad, but India 
has also saved millions of lives from Corona. A big 
credit for this goes to our hardworking doctors, our 
healthcare workers, and our frontline workers.

INSTRUCTIONS TO STATES AND UTs  
Union Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan has 
cautioned all states and union territories to 
remain vigilant in light of the rising number of 

cases of COVID-19 infection across the country 
in the recent two weeks. He asked them to 
keep up the efforts at the administrative level 
to prevent, control, and discover new cases 
as soon as possible. On June 13, Health 
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya convened a video 
conference with Health Ministers from all states 
and union territories. At the discussion, the 
Health Minister asked them to speed up Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's government's "Har 
Ghar Dastak 2.0 campaign" to ensure that people 
living in distant areas and other marginalised 
communities had access to healthcare.  

In India, July 1 is celebrated as National 
Doctor's Day. This day is celebrated in 
memory of the great doctor of the country 

and former Chief Minister of West Bengal, 
Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy. He was born on 
1 July 1882 in Patna and died on this day 
in 1962 at the age of 80. Bidhan Chandra 
Roy is counted among the great doctors of 

the country, who also 
contributed significantly 
to the field of medicine 
at the global level. 
Bidhan Chandra Roy 
was a doctor as well as 
a social worker, agitator, 
freedom fighter, and 
politician. Bidhan 

Chandra Roy, who entered active politics 
under the persuasion of Mahatma Gandhi, 
took an active part in the freedom struggle 
of the country. One thing that is very famous 
about him is that whatever income he 
earned, he used to donate it all. In the year 
1961, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy was awarded 
the country's highest civilian honor "Bharat 
Ratna". In the honor of Dr. Bidhan Chandra 
Roy, National Doctors' Day is celebrated 
every year on July 1 in India since 1991.

 The first dose may be given to the whole of 
Africa and the second dose to one-third of 
Africa

 Even after applying both doses to the entire 
population of Europe, more than 50% can be 
given precaution doses.

  Significant stockpile of vaccines will be left 
even after the inoculation of the population in 
both South and North America.

  Double doses can be given more than 20 
times throughout Oceania (Australia, New 
Zealand, and other countries).

War Against COVIDHealth

89% OF THE POPULATION IN THE COUNTRY 
RECEIVED BOTH DOSES OF VACCINE
More than 195.67 crore vaccine doses have been 
administered in the country till June 16 under the 
Covid vaccination. At the same time, more than 
89 percent of India's adult population has received 
both doses of the vaccine. Meanwhile, more than 
75 percent of children between the ages of 12 and 
14 have been given the first dose of the vaccine. 
As of June 16, there were 58,215 active cases of 
Covid in India while 12,213 new cases came to 
light in the last 24 hours. Till this date, the current 
recovery rate was 98.65 percent and weekly active 
cases were 2.38 percent.

DOCTOR'S DAY: JULY 1SIGNIFICANCE OF MORE THAN 
195 CRORE VACCINE DOSES 
IN INDIA MEANS
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India achieved independence with 
the mantra of unity in diversity

At one time in history, India's cultural heritage 
and its diversity in the form of language, food, 
and dress were considered a weakness.  But 
in our quest for independence, we proved to 
the world that diversity is our strength. During 
the independence movement, be it Gujarat or 
Bengal, the region of the south or the northern 
part of the country, they all unitedly exhibited the 
belief in 'Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat'. It raised the 
consciousness of the society and 'unity in diversity' 
became a mantra for freedom fighters ...

We are currently celebrating 
the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 

In hundreds of years of slavery, 
what was our greatest strength in 
such a long struggle for freedom? 

Our strength was - our habit of 
not giving up! Our strength was - 
our rites of thinking and living for 
the country, for humanity, rising 

above our vested interests! In the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, we are 
moving forward with this spirit. ”
- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Amrit Mahotsav Nation
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e achieved independence after great struggle and sacrifice. With the purpose to 
pay homage to its freedom fighters and enlightening the citizens with the glorious 
past of the country, Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is being celebrated.  75 years ago, 
India led the independence movement through the medium of non-violence and 
demonstrated to the world that freedom could be achieved without bloodshed. 
Under the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, started on the behest of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi more than 25,000 events across the country have been organized.

In the series of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, this time read the stories of Sumant 
Mehta, Sushila Chain Trehan, Amarendra Nath Chatterjee, and Alekh Patra, who 
sacrificed their all for the freedom of Maa Bharati.

W

Inspired by his wife, Sumant Mehta dedicated his 
life to the independence of India. He was also 
a physician who worked for the upliftment of 

the poor. He completed his studies in medicine in 
England. He was married before going to England 
for studies. After returning from there, Dr. Sumant 
Mehta was appointed Chief Medical Officer in 
Baroda Raj.

In his absence, his wife Sharda Mehta 
devoted herself to writing articles 
in newspapers and magazines, 
translating and writing short books 
on children's literature. However, 
Sharda Mehta was not satisfied 
and she wanted to do something 
for the nation. On seeing his wife's 
dedication he was inspired to work 
for the independence of the nation. 
Afterwhich he met Mahatma Gandhi 
along with Sharda and became 
actively involved in the independence 
movement. During his visit to Europe, he also 
met revolutionaries like Madam Cama, Shyamji 
Krishna Verma, and Virendra Nath Chatterjee who 
left a lasting impression on him. The religious 
texts of Ramakrishna Paramahansa and Swami 
Vivekananda and their works also had a great 
influence on him. In fact, Sumant Mehta's wife 
Sharda Mehta was no ordinary woman.

Impressed by her role as a wife, mother, sister, 

and daughter, as well as her contribution as a social 
worker, academician, and great freedom fighter, 
Mahatma Gandhi said- "In his next life he would 
like to be born from her womb".  Sumant Mehta 
actively participated in the Bardoli Satyagraha 
in 1928. At the time of this Satyagraha, he ran 
the day-to-day administration of  Sarabhaun 
Ashram successfully which impressed Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel and Mahatma Gandhi a lot. 

After this, he actively participated 
in the independence movement 
of India and went to jail many 
times. He was arrested by the 
police for participating in the civil 
disobedience movement and was 
lodged in Jalalpur Jail, Gujarat. 
Due to his involvement in the 
independence movement, he had 
to spend 5 years in Sabarmati, 
Visapur, and Nashik jails. Being 
an environmentalist and nature 

worshiper, he also emphasized desi and 
ayurvedic treatment.

He established an ashram in Sertha village 
near Kalol in 1936 and worked lifelong for the 
welfare and upliftment of farmers, laborers, and 
tribals. After independence, when there was a 
scramble for getting power and titles, Sharda 
and her husband chose the path of people's 
welfare and devoted their lives to it.

A London returned physician who 
fought for independence

Born: 1 July 1877, Died: 15 December 1968

Amrit MahotsavNation

Sumant Mehta 
actively 

participated 
in the Bardoli 
Satyagraha in 

1928.
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Amrit Mahotsav Nation

Alekh Patra, who took part in the Indian freedom 
struggle, was one of the prominent leaders. 

He also encouraged the citizens to participate 
in the civil rights and environmental protection 
movements in different parts of Odisha. Born on 
July 1, 1923, in Puri, Odisha, Alekh Patra was imbued 
with the spirit of patriotism from his childhood and 
he started participating in the freedom struggle 
movement at the age of 18. It is said that during the 
freedom struggle, he along with his friends set fire 
to Nimapada police station.

During the incident, police opened fire to stop 
the protesters, killing one of their close associates 
on the spot. Alekh Patra was arrested on the spot 
and imprisoned in Puri jail. There he was tortured 
but he was a man of strong will and did not deviate 
from his path. After his release from prison, he 
continued his underground struggle against 
British colonialism and moved to Calcutta. There 
he worked as a domestic servant for a man but 
did not let his underground activities stop.

However, he could not stay in Kolkata for 
long as he wanted to openly participate in the 

freedom struggle along with Acharya Harihar 
and Gopbandhu Das. At the same time, his 
other freedom fighter friends also wanted him 
not to work underground and to come back and 
openly participate in the war of independence 
against the British. He decided to come back to 
Puri from Kolkata. While he was returning to Puri 
from Kolkata, he was arrested by the police at the 
station and sent to jail again. While in jail, he used 
to follow the instructions of Mahatma Gandhi 
and spun yarn and weaved khadi to make his 
own cloth. He also cleaned the toilets to promote 
cleanliness. After his release from jail, he went 
to Wardha to take training in Swaraj, Home 
Administration, and other Sarvodaya functions.

After returning to Odisha from there, he 
started working for social reform and after the 
independence of India, he was awarded many 
honors by the Central and State Governments. 
Even after the independence of India, he continued 
to work for the welfare of the people and remained 
constantly active. He died on November 17, 1999, 
at the age of 76.

Alekh Patra started participating in the 
freedom struggle from the age of 18

Born: 1 July 1923, Died: 17 November 1999

Amarendra Nath Chatterjee, considered to 
be one of the top leaders of the Yugantar 

group, was a famous revolutionary who had the 
responsibility of raising funds for carrying out the 
movement of this organization. His revolutionary 
activities were mainly concentrated in Bihar, 
Orissa, and the United Provinces. During his 
studies, he met like-minded people who 
believed in adopting a revolutionary method to 
drive out the British. Among these, the names of 
Upendranath Banerjee and Hrishikesh Kanjilal 
are prominent.

Amarendra Nath Chatterjee is one of the icons 
of the Indian freedom struggle who wanted to 
liberate India from British slavery on the strength 
of revolution. That is why he joined the Yugantar 
group whose main activities were to gather 
youngsters through its branches at various 
places, to make them mentally and physically 
strong so that they could fight the British head-
on. Not only that, this organization was also 
involved in secretly making bombs, imparting 
weapons training, and killing evil British officers.

The active members of this organization 

Amarendra Nath Chatterjee adopted the revolutionary 
method for the independence of the country

Born: 1 July 1880, Died: 4 September 1957
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Sushila Chain Trehan, along with other women 
independence activists fought hard for the 

freedom of the country. She not only faced police 
torture while valiantly fighting for the freedom of the 
country but also undertook a campaign to educate 
girls in Punjab which was considered taboo in those 
days. Born on July 1, 1923, in Pathankot, Punjab, 
Sushila was the youngest of four siblings. His father, 
Mathuradas Trehan was a contractor by profession 
and was one of the founders of the Congress party 
in Pathankot.

At the same time, he was a prominent member 
of the Arya Samaj. When Sushila was growing up 
she developed an affinity for the cause of Indian 
independence. But her father died under mysterious 
circumstances. During this period she found a book 
and after reading it she became very passionate 
about India's independence. Sushila was also 
inspired by the brave tales of Bhagat Singh. She met 
a freedom fighter named Shakunlata Azad at the age 
of 18 after which she left her home to fight for the 
independence of the nation. She went underground 
and started making the strategy for independence. In 
her struggle, she also has to undergo through police 
lathi charge. Sushila had made up her mind to fight 
for India's independence and any kind of adversity 
could not break her resolve.

In order to awaken the spirit of education in 
women and make them self-reliant, she used to 
travel long distances by bicycle to distant villages. 
She encouraged the women there to cook, sew, and 
clean. At that time cycling by girls was considered 
taboo but she was not one to give up.  Even after the 
independence of India, she continued to promote 
education for children and opened three girls' and a 
co-education school. She very well understood that 
the country must be free from the mentality of social 
evils after liberation from colonial powers. That is 
why she continued to work for the betterment of 
society from the time of India's independence till her 
death on September 28, 2011.  

Sushila Chain Trehan 
served the country till 

her last breath
Born: 1 July 1923, Died: 28 September 2011

also killed the Indian officials whom 
they considered the backbone of the 
British or the traitors of the country. 
Amarendra Nath Chatterjee was 
born on July 1, 1880, in Uttarpada, 
Hooghly, West Bengal in the house of 
Upendra Nath Chatterjee. Initially, he 
sided with Jatindranath Mukherjee in 
revolutionary activities. Later in 1907, he 
met Aurobindo Ghosh and he became 
fully dedicated to liberating the country 
from British slavery. It is believed that it 
was Aurobindo who encouraged him to 
raise funds to help the revolutionaries. 
It is said that he went underground for 
5 years in 1915 and traveled from one 
place to another in disguise.

The British had also announced a 
reward of Rs 10,000 on his head at that 
time. Not only that, Nanibala Devi, the 
first woman political prisoner of Bengal, 
was also a distant relative of Amarendra 
Nath Chatterjee and she was inspired 
by him and became actively involved 
in revolutionary activities. She rented 
a house in Chandan Nagar and gave 
shelter to Amarendra Nath Chatterjee 
as well as the other revolutionaries 
of the Yugantar group, Jadu Gopal 
Mukherjee, Shiv Bhushan Dutt, etc. 
In 1923, Amarendra Nath Chatterjee 
remained in jail for a few days, and after 
that, he escalated his activism in other 
ways. He remained active even after 
the independence of India and died on 
4 September 1957 at the age of 77 in 
West Bengal. A statue of Amarendra 
Nath Chatterjee has been erected on the 
main road of his hometown Uttarpada.

Amarendra Nath Chatterjee's 
name is included in the list of the 

warriors of the Indian freedom 
struggle who wanted to free India 
from the slavery of the British on 

the basis of revolution

Amrit MahotsavNation
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has written 
a blog titled "Maa" in which he underscores 
his mother's struggles, her ideals, water 
conservation efforts, love for animals and 
birds, a lesson to not do bad things, advice 
to work for the welfare of poor and keeping 
oneself healthy. Read in his own words the 
power of an ideal mother and woman...

In this life journey of my 
mother, I will talk about 
the Penance, sacrifice, and 
contribution of the entire 
mother power of the country  

Maa Maa 
Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

PM's Blog Nation
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Mother – is not just any other word 
in the dictionary. It encompasses 
a whole range of emotions – love, 
patience, trust, and a lot more. 

Across the world, irrespective of country or 
region, children have a special affection for 
their mothers. A mother not only gives birth to 
her children, but also shapes their mind, their 
personality, and their self-confidence. And 
while doing so, mothers selflessly sacrifice 
their own personal needs and aspirations.

Today, I feel extremely happy and fortunate 
to share that my mother Smt. Heeraba is 
entering her hundredth year. This is going to 
be her birth centenary year. If my father had 
been alive, he too would have celebrated his 
100th birthday last week. 2022 is a special 
year as my mother’s centenary year is starting, 
and my father would have completed his.

Just last week, my nephew shared a few 
videos of Mother from Gandhinagar. A few 
youngsters from the society had come home, 
my father’s photograph was kept on a chair, 
there was a kirtan, and Mother was immersed 
in singing bhajans while playing the manjeera. 
She is still the same - age may have taken a 
toll physically, but she is as mentally alert as 
ever.

Earlier, there was no custom of celebrating 
birthdays in our family. However, children from 
the younger generations planted 100 trees to 
remember my father on his birthday.

I have no doubt that everything good in my 
life, and all that is good in my character, can 
be attributed to my parents. Today, as I sit in 
Delhi, I am filled with memories from the past.

My Mother is as simple as she is 
extraordinary. Just like all mothers! As I write 
about my Mother, I am sure that many of you 
would relate to my description of her. While 
reading, you may even see your own mother’s 
image.

A mother’s penance creates a good human 
being. Her affection fills a child with human 
values and empathy. A mother is not an 

individual or a personality, motherhood is a 
quality. It is often said that the Gods are made 
according to the nature of their devotees. 
Similarly, we experience our mothers and their 
motherhood according to our own nature and 
mindset.

My Mother was born in Visnagar in 
Mehsana in Gujarat, which is quite close to 

When I look at the strength 
of my mother and millions 
of women like her, I do 
not see any goal that is 
impossible for the sisters 
and daughters of India.
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my hometown Vadnagar. She did not get 
her own mother’s affection. At a tender 
age, she lost my grandmother to the 
Spanish Flu pandemic. She does not 
even remember my grandmother’s face or 
the comfort of her lap. She spent her entire 
childhood without her mother. She could not 
throw tantrums at her mother, as we all do. 
She could not rest in her mother’s lap like we 
all do. She could not even go to school and 
learn to read and write. Her childhood was 
one of poverty and deprivation.

Compared to today, Mother's childhood 
was extremely difficult. Perhaps, this is what 
the Almighty had destined for her. Mother 
also believes that this was God’s will. But 
losing her mother early in her childhood, the 
fact that she couldn’t even see her mother’s 
face, continues to give her pain.

Mother did not have much of a childhood 
due to these struggles – she was forced to 
grow beyond her age. She was the eldest child 
in her family and became the eldest daughter-
in-law after marriage. In her childhood, she 
used to take care of the entire family and 
manage all the chores. After marriage too, 
she picked up all these responsibilities. 
Despite the onerous responsibilities and 
everyday struggles, Mother held the entire 
family together with calm and fortitude.

In Vadnagar, our family used to stay in a 
tiny house which did not even have a window, 
let alone a luxury like a toilet or a bathroom. 
We used to call this one-room tenement with 
mud walls and clay tiles for a roof, our home. 
And all of us - my parents, my siblings and I, 
stayed in it.

My father made a machaan from bamboo 
sticks and wooden planks to make it easier 
for Mother to cook food. This structure was 
our kitchen. Mother used to climb on the 
machaan to cook, and the entire family would 
sit on it and eat together.

Usually, scarcity leads to stress. However, 
my parents never let the anxiety from the daily 

struggles overwhelm the family atmosphere. 
Both my parents carefully divided their 
responsibilities and fulfilled them.

Like clockwork, my father used to leave for 
work at four in the morning. His footsteps would 
tell the neighbours that it is 4 AM and Damodar 
Kaka is leaving for work. Another daily ritual 
was to pray at the local temple before opening 
his little tea shop.

Mother was equally punctual. She would also 
wake up with my father, and finish many chores 
in the morning itself. From grinding grains to 
sifting rice and daal, Mother had no help. While 
working she would hum her favourite bhajans 

The penance of the mother 
makes her child the right 
human being. The mother's 
affection fills her child with 
affinity for humanity.
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and hymns. She loved a popular bhajan by 
Narsi Mehta Ji - ‘Jalkamal chhadi jane bala, 
swami amaro jagse’. She also liked the lullaby, 
‘Shivaji nu halardu’.

Mother never expected us, children, to leave 
our studies and assist her with the household 
chores. She never even asked us for help. 
However, looking at her work so hard, we 
considered helping her our foremost duty. 
I used to really enjoy swimming in the local 
pond. So, I used to take all the dirty clothes 
from home and wash them at the pond. The 
washing of clothes and my play, both used to 
get done together.

Mother used to wash utensils at a few 
houses to help meet the household expenses. 
She would also take out time to spin the 
charkha to supplement our meagre income. 
She would do everything from peeling cotton 
to spinning yarn. Even in this back-breaking 
work, her prime concern was ensuring that the 
cotton thorns don’t prick us.

Mother avoided depending on others or 
requesting others to do her work. Monsoons 
would bring their own troubles for our mud 
house. However, Mother ensured that we 
faced minimum discomfort. In the searing 
heat of June, she would clamber over the roof 
of our mud house and repair the tiles. However, 
despite her valiant efforts, our house was too 
old to withstand the onslaught of the rains.

During the rains, our roof would leak, and 
the house would flood. Mother would place 
buckets and utensils below the leaks to collect 
the rainwater. Even in this adverse situation, 
Mother would be a symbol of resilience. You 

A mother is not an individual 
or a personality, motherhood 
is a quality. Mother never 
expects from us.
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will be surprised to know that she’d use this 
water for the next few days. What better 
example than this of water conservation!

Mother was fond of decorating the house 
and would devote considerable time towards 
cleaning and beautifying it. She would smear 
the floor with cow dung. Cow dung cakes emit 
a lot of smoke when burnt. And Mother would 
cook with them in our windowless house! The 
walls would get blackened by soot and require 
fresh whitewashing. This too Mother would 
do herself every few months. This would give 
our dilapidated home a scent of freshness. 
She would also make pretty little clay bowls to 
decorate the house. And she was a champion 
in the famous Indian habit of recycling old 
household items.

I can recall another unique habit of Mother. 
She would make a glue-like paste with old 
paper dipped in water and tamarind seeds. She 
would make beautiful paintings by sticking 
mirror pieces on the walls with this paste. She 
would get small decorative items from the 
market to hang on the door.

Mother was extremely particular that the 
bed should be clean and properly laid out. 
She would not tolerate even a speck of dust 
on the bed. A slight crease meant that the bed 
sheet would be dusted and laid again. All of us 
were very careful about this habit as well. Even 
today, at this age, Mother expects that there 
should not be a single crease on her bed!

This striving for perfection prevails even 
now. And though she stays with my brother’s 
and my nephew’s families in Gandhinagar, she 

Every summer, she would 
put out water vessels for the 
birds. She ensured that stray 
dogs around our house never 
went hungry.
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still tries to do all her work herself at this age.
Her focus on cleanliness is evident even 

today. Whenever I go to Gandhinagar to visit 
her, she offers me sweets with her own hands. 
And just like a young child’s doting mother, she 
takes out a napkin and wipes my face once I 
finish eating. She always has a napkin or small 
towel tucked into her saree.

I can fill many reams of paper recalling 
anecdotes about Mother’s focus on 
cleanliness. She had another quality - a deep 
respect for those involved in cleaning and 
sanitation. I remember, whenever someone 
would come to clean the drain adjacent to our 
house in Vadnagar, Mother wouldn’t let them 
go without giving them tea. Our house became 
famous amongst safai karamcharis for tea 
after work.

Another habit of Mother that I always 
remember is her special affection for other 
living beings. Every summer, she would put 
out water vessels for the birds. She ensured 

that stray dogs around our house never went 
hungry.

Mother would make delicious ghee from the 
cream that my father would bring back from 
his tea shop. And this ghee was not just for our 
consumption. The cows in our neighbourhood 
too were entitled to their share. Mother would 
feed rotis to the cows every day. And rather 
than just giving dry rotis, she would spread 
them with homemade ghee and love.

Mother insisted on not wasting a single 
grain of food. Whenever there was a wedding 
feast in our neighbourhood, she would remind 
us to not waste any food. There was a clear 
rule in the house - only take as much as you 
can eat.

Even today, Mother takes only as much food 
in the thali as she can eat and doesn’t waste 
even a morsel. A creature of habit, she eats on 
time and chews her food to digest it properly.

Mother would find happiness in other 
people’s joys. Our house may have been 

PM's BlogNation



New India Samachar      July 1-15, 2022 51

small, but she was extremely large-hearted. 
A close friend of my father used to stay in a 
nearby village. After his untimely death, my 
father brought his friend’s son, Abbas, to 
our home. He stayed with us and completed 
his studies. Mother was as affectionate and 
caring towards Abbas just like she did for all 
of us siblings. Every year on Eid, she used to 
prepare his favourite dishes. On festivals, it 
was commonplace for neighbourhood kids to 
come to our house and enjoy Mother’s special 
preparations.

Whenever a Sadhu visited our 
neighbourhood, Mother would invite them 
to our humble home for a meal. True to 
her selfless nature, she would request the 
Sadhus to bless us children rather than asking 
anything for herself. She would urge them, 
“Bless my children so that they are happy in 
others’ joys and empathetic in their sorrows. 
Let them have bhakti (devotion for the Divine) 

and sevabhav (service to others).”
Mother has always had immense confidence 

in me and the samskaras she imparted. I recall 
a decades-old incident when I worked in the 
organisation side. I was extremely busy with 
organisational activities and could hardly get 
in touch with my family. During that period, my 
elder brother took Mother to Badrinath Ji and 
Kedarnath Ji. Locals in Kedarnath Ji came to 
know that my mother would be visiting once 
she completed Darshan in Badrinath Ji.

However, the weather suddenly took a turn 
for the worse. Some people came downhill with 
blankets. They kept asking elderly women on 
the roads whether they were Narendra Modi’s 
mother. Finally, they met Mother, and gave 
her blankets and tea. They made comfortable 
arrangements for her stay in Kedarnath Ji. 
This incident made a deep impression on 
Mother. When she met me later, she said, “It 
seems you are doing some good work, as 
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people recognise you.”
Today, many years later, whenever people 

ask her if she is proud that her son has become 
the country’s Prime Minister, Mother gives an 
extremely deep response. She says, “I am as 
proud as you are. Nothing is mine. I am a mere 
instrument in the plans of God.”

You might have noticed that Mother never 
accompanies me for any government or 
public programme. She has accompanied me 
on only two occasions in the past. Once, it 
was at a public function in Ahmedabad when 
she applied tilak on my forehead after I had 
returned from Srinagar where I had hoisted 
the national flag at Lal Chowk completing the 
Ekta Yatra.

That was an extremely emotional moment 
for Mother because a few people had died in 
a terror attack in Phagwara at the time of the 
Ekta Yatra. She became extremely worried at 
that time. Two people then called to check 
on me. One was Shraddhey Pramukh Swami 
of Akshardham Temple, and the second was 
Mother. Her relief was palpable.

The second instance is when I first took oath 
as Gujarat’s Chief Minister in 2001. The oath-
taking ceremony held two decades ago was 
the last public event that Mother attended with 
me. Since then, she has never accompanied 

me to a single public event.
I remember another incident. When I 

became the Chief Minister in Gujarat, I wanted 
to publicly honour all my teachers. I thought 
that Mother had been my biggest teacher in 
life, and I should also honour her. Even our 
scriptures mention that there is no bigger guru 
than one’s mother - ‘Nasti matr samo guruh’. 
I requested Mother to attend the event, but 
she declined. She said, “See, I am an ordinary 
person. I may have given birth to you, but 
you have been taught and brought up by the 
Almighty.” All my teachers were felicitated 
that day, but for Mother.

In addition, before the event, she inquired 
if anybody from our local teacher Jethabhai 
Joshi Ji’s family would attend the event. He 
had overseen my early learning and even 
taught me the alphabet. She remembered him 
and knew that he had passed away. Though 
she did not come to the event, she made sure 
that I called someone from Jethabhai Joshi 
Ji’s family.

Mother made me realise that it is possible 
to be learned without being formally educated. 
Her thought process and farsighted thinking 
have always surprised me.

She has always been very aware of her 
duties as a citizen. Right from the time 

My Mother is as simple as she is extraordinary.  
Just like all mothers! As I write about my Mother, I am 
sure that many of you would relate to my description 

of her. While reading, you may even see your own 
mother’s image.
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elections began, she has voted in every 
election, from Panchayat to Parliament. A 
few days ago, she had also gone out to vote 
in the Gandhinagar Municipal Corporation 
elections.

She often tells me that nothing can 
happen to me as I have blessings from both 
the public and the Almighty. She reminds me 
that leading a healthy lifestyle and ensuring 
personal well-being are necessary if I want 
to continue to serve the people.

Earlier, Mother would strictly follow the 
Chaturmaas rituals. She also knows my own 
personal habits during Navratri. Now, she 
has started telling me that I should ease 
these strict personal rules as I have followed 
them for quite a long time.

I have never heard Mother complain about 
anything in life. Neither does she complain 
about anyone, nor does she keep any 
expectations from anyone.

Even today, there are no assets in 
Mother’s name. I have never seen her wear 
any gold ornaments, and she has no interest 
either. Like earlier, she continues to lead an 
extremely simple lifestyle in her small room.

Mother has immense faith in the Divine, 
but at the same time, she remained afar 
from superstitions and inculcated the same 
qualities in us. She has traditionally been a 
Kabirpanthi and continues to follow those 
customs in her daily prayers. She spends 
a lot of time doing japa with her mala of 
beads. Engrossed in daily worship and japa, 
she often ends up even forgoing sleep. 
Sometimes, my family members hide the 
prayer beads so that she falls asleep.

Despite her advanced age, Mother has a 
good memory. She remembers decades-old 
incidents vividly. Whenever some relatives 
visit her, she immediately recalls their 
grandparents’ names and identifies them 
accordingly.

She keeps herself abreast of developments 

Whenever I speak to 
her on the phone, she 

says “Never do anything 
wrong or anything bad 
with anyone and keep 
working for the poor.”
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in the world. Recently, I asked her how long 
she watches TV every day. She replied that 
most people on TV are busy fighting with each 
other, and she only watches those who calmly 
read out the news and explain everything. I 
was pleasantly surprised that Mother keeps 
track of so much.

I recall another incident relating to her sharp 
memory. In 2017, after campaigning in Kashi 
for the Uttar Pradesh assembly elections, I 
went to Ahmedabad. I carried some Prasad 
for her. When I met Mother, she immediately 
asked me if I had paid obeisance to Kashi 
Vishwanath Mahadev. Mother still uses the 
full name - Kashi Vishwanath Mahadev. Then 
during the conversation, she asked me if 
the lanes that lead to the Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple are still the same, as if there is a 
temple inside someone’s household premises. 
I was surprised and asked when she visited 
the temple. She revealed that she had gone 
to Kashi many years back, but surprisingly 

remembered everything.
Mother is not only extremely sensitive and 

caring but also quite talented. She knows 
innumerable home remedies for treating 
young children. At our Vadnagar home, every 
morning, there used to be queues of parents 
bringing their infants for examination and 
treatment.

She often required a very fine powder for 
treatment. Collecting this powder was a 
collective responsibility of us children. Mother 
would give us ash from the stove, a bowl, and 
a fine cloth. We used to tie the cloth on the 
bowl and place some ash on it. Then we would 
slowly rub the ash on the cloth, so that only 
the finest granules would get collected in the 
bowl. Mother would tell us, “Do your work well. 
The children should not be troubled by bigger 
pieces of ash.”

I can recall another instance that reflects 
Mother’s innate affection and presence 
of mind. Once, our family had gone to the 
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Narmada ghat for a puja that my father wished 
to conduct. To avoid the gruelling heat, we left 
in the early morning for the three-hour journey. 
After getting off, there was still some distance 
that had to be covered on foot. As it was 
extremely hot, we started walking in the water 
along the riverbank. It is not easy to walk in 
the water, and soon we became tired and, 
also hungry. Mother noticed our discomfort 
immediately and asked my father to stop 
and rest for a while. She also asked him to 
go and buy jaggery from somewhere nearby. 
He went running and managed to get it. The 
jaggery and water gave us instant energy, and 
we started walking again. Going for puja in 
that debilitating heat, Mother’s alertness, and 
my father swiftly bringing jaggery, I distinctly 
remember each of those moments.

Since childhood, I have noted that Mother 
not only respects others’ choices but also 
refrains from imposing her preferences. In 
my own case especially, she respected my 
decisions, never created any hurdles, and 
encouraged me. Since childhood, she could 
feel that a different mindset grew inside me. 
I used to be slightly different compared to my 
brothers and sisters.

She often had to make special efforts to 
accommodate the special needs of my distinct 
habits and unusual experiments. However, 
she never considered this a burden and never 
expressed any irritation. For instance, I would 
often abstain from salt for a few months, or 
refrain from consuming any grains for a few 
weeks only having milk. Sometimes, I would 
decide to avoid sweets for six months. In 
winters, I would sleep in the open and bathe 
with cold water from an earthen pot. Mother 
knew that I was testing myself and did not 
object to anything. She would just say, “It’s 
alright, do as you please”

She could sense that I was going in a 
different direction. Once, a Mahatma had come 
to the Giri Mahadev temple close to our home. 
I started serving him with great devotion. 

Around that time, Mother was extremely 
excited about her sister’s upcoming wedding, 
especially as it was an opportunity to visit 
her brother’s home. However, while the entire 
family was busy preparing for the wedding, I 
went and told her that I did not wish to go. She 
asked me for a reason, and I explained about 
my service to the Mahatma.

Naturally, she was disappointed that I was 
not going to attend her sister’s wedding, but 
she respected my decision. She said, “It’s 
alright, do as you wish” However, she was 
worried about how I would manage to stay 
alone at home. She cooked food and snacks 
that would last a few days for me before 
leaving so that I wouldn’t go hungry!

When I decided to leave home, Mother 
already sensed my decision even before I told 
her. I would often tell my parents that I wanted 
to go out and understand the world. I would tell 
them about Swami Vivekananda and mention 
that I wished to visit the Ramakrishna Mission 
Mutt. This went on for days.

Finally, I revealed my desire to leave home 
and asked them for their blessings. My father 
was extremely disheartened, and in irritation, 
he told me, “As you wish”. I told them that I 
would not leave home without their blessings. 
However, Mother understood my desires, 
and blessed me, “Do as your mind says.” To 
assuage my father, she asked him to show 
my horoscope to an astrologer. My father 
consulted a relative who knew astrology. After 
studying my horoscope, the relative remarked, 
“His path is different. He will go only on the 
path the Almighty has chosen for him.”

She reminds me that leading a 
healthy lifestyle and ensuring 

personal well-being are 
necessary if I want to continue 

to serve the people.
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A few hours later, I left home. By then, even my 
father had come to terms with my decision and 
gave me his blessings. Before leaving, Mother 
fed me curd and jaggery, for an auspicious new 
beginning. She knew that my life would become 
extremely different henceforth. Mothers may be 
extremely adept at controlling their emotions but 
always find it hard when their child leaves home. 
Mother was teary eyed but there were immense 
blessings for my future.

Once I left home, her blessings were the only 
constant that remained with me irrespective 
of where I was and how I was. Mother always 
speaks with me in Gujarati. In Gujarati, ‘tu’ is 
used to say ‘you’ to those who are younger or 
equal. If we wish to say ‘you’ to someone older 
or senior, we say ‘tamé’. As a child, Mother would 
always address me as ‘tu’. However, once I left 
home and embarked on a new path, she stopped 
using ‘tu’. Since then, she has always addressed 
me with ‘tamé’ or ‘aap’.

Mother has always inspired me to have a 
strong resolve and focus on garib kalyan. I 
remember when it was decided that I would be 
the Chief Minister of Gujarat, I was not present 
in the state. As soon as I landed there, I went 
straight to meet Mother. She was extremely 
ecstatic and inquired if I was going to again stay 
with her. But she knew my answer! She then 
told me, “I don’t understand your work in the 
government, but I just want you to never take a 
bribe.”

After moving to Delhi, my meetings with her 
are even fewer than before. Sometimes when I 

visit Gandhinagar, I call on her for a short while. 
I don’t get to meet her as often as I used to 
earlier. However, I have never felt any discontent 
from Mother over my absence. Her love and 
affection remain the same; her blessings remain 
the same. Mother often asks me “Are you happy 
in Delhi? Do you like it?”

She keeps assuring me that I should not 
worry about her and lose focus on the larger 
responsibilities. Whenever I speak to her on the 
phone, she says “Never do anything wrong or 
anything bad with anyone and keep working for 
the poor.”

If I look back at my parents’ lives, their 
honesty and self-respect have been their biggest 
qualities. Despite struggling with poverty and its 
accompanying challenges, my parents never 
left the path of honesty or compromised on 
their self-respect. They had only one mantra to 
overcome any challenge - hard work, constant 
hard work!

In his life, my father never became a burden 
on anyone. Mother too tries to ensure that - she 
does her own chores as much as possible.

Today, whenever I meet Mother, she always 
tells me “I don’t want to be served by anyone, I 
want to go with all my limbs working.”

In my Mother’s life story, I see the penance, 
sacrifice, and contribution of India’s matrushakti. 
Whenever I look at Mother and crores of women 
like her, I find there is nothing that is unachievable 
for Indian women.

Far beyond every tale of deprivation, is the 
glorious story of a mother,

Far above every struggle, is the strong resolve 
of a mother.

Ma, a very happy birthday to you.
Best wishes as you start your birth centenary 

year.
I have never been able to muster the courage 

to write at length publicly about your life until 
now.

I pray to the Almighty for your health and 
wellbeing, and your blessings on all of us.

I bow at your feet.  

She would request the Sadhus to 
bless us children rather than asking 
anything for herself. She would urge 

them, “Bless my children so that 
they are happy in others’ joys and 

empathetic in their sorrows. Let them 
have bhakti (devotion for the Divine) 
and sevabhav (service to others).”

PM's BlogNation



Media Corner



SHREE JAGANNATH SHREE JAGANNATH 
RATH YATRARATH YATRA

(1 to 9 July 2022)

Jagannath Rath Yatra has immense sacred significance 
in Hinduism. In Puri (Orissa) this yatra is organized 
every year. According to the Hindu calendar, Puri 
Yatra is performed every year on the second date of 
Shukla Paksha of Ashadh month (this time July 1). In 
this, the idols of Lord Jagannath, brother Balbhadra 
and sister Subhadra are taken on a tour of the city on 
three different chariots. Apart from Jagannathpuri, the 
chariot journey of Lord Jagannathpuri is also taken 
out in Gujarat, Assam, Jammu, Delhi, Andhra Pradesh, 
Amritsar, Bhopal, Banaras, and Lucknow as well as 
Bangladesh, San Francisco, and London.

My warm greetings to all of you on 
the auspicious occasion of the Rath 
Yatra of Lord Jagannath. I wish that 
this journey filled with reverence and 

devotion brings happiness, prosperity, 
good fortune, and health in the lives 
of the countrymen. Jai Jagannath!”- 

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
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