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OPEN Horizon is EDSTAR’S monthly 

publication of contemporary issues and 

current affairs analysis. It is in fact a 

collective effort, by experienced 

educators in varied themes, of identifying 

current affairs in light of the Competitive 

Exams, supplementing them with 

background information, explaining their 

related dimensions, lending them a 

generalist viewpoint and thus producing 

critical notes for the preparation of to-the-

point syllabus. 

 

Keeping these things in mind, we, at 

EDSTAR, are always in the process of 

evolving our self so as to help aspirants 

counter the challenges put forward by 

competitive exams. 

 

We hope that the initiative by EDSTAR will 

be to the liking of our students, readers and 

aspirants. 

 

Thanks 

Best Wishes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“PEOPLE WHO ARE CRAZY ENOUGH TO THINK THEY 

CAN CHANGE THE WORLD, ARE THE ONES WHO 

DO.” 

- ROB SILTANEN 

ORGANISATION’S NOTE 

It is commitment that transforms 

the vision of success into actual 

success. Commitment stands 

first on the list of values and 

priorities of successful people. 

Being committed thus requires 

that a person is fully engaged in 

her endeavours and remains 

conscious and persistent enough 

to realize her life goals. 

http://www.edstar.in/
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

INDIA AT COP26 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi proposed a 

five-fold strategy for India to play its role in 

helping the world to get closer to 1.5 degrees 

Celsius. 

1. Giving a clarion call for the most basic 

step towards Climate Change, PM 

Modi at the COP26 World Leaders’ 

Summit presented the mantra of 

“Life.” 

An acronym for Lifestyle for Environment, LIFE 

calls for collective participation to save the 

planet. The Prime Minister states that this 

One-Word Movement in the context of climate 

can become the basic foundation of One 

World. 

LIFE, denoting Lifestyle For Environment speaks 

for the whole human race to come together 

with collective participation, to take Lifestyle 

For Environment (LIFE) forward as a campaign. 

India’s Panchamrita Concoction 

2. Prime minister Modi termed his 

scheme as ‘Panchamrita’, which 

means ‘five ambrosia’. Traditionally, 

‘Panchamrita’ is a method of mixing 

five natural foods namely, milk, curd, 

ghee, honey and jaggery. Panchmrita 

is used as a technique in Ayurveda. It is 

also used in Hindu and Jain worship 

rituals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modi’s Panchamrita 

• India will increase its non-fossil 

energy capacity to 500 gigawatts 

by 2030. 

• India will meet 50 per cent of its 

energy requirements, with 

renewable energy, till 2030. 

• India will reduce carbon emission 

by one billion tonnes by 2030. 

• India will reduce its carbon 

intensity by 45 per cent by 2030. 

• India will achieve net zero 

emissions by 2070. 

India was  the prime mover behind two other 

initiatives launched at the climate meeting — 

the Infrastructure for Resilient Island States 

(IRIS), and the One Sun One World One Grid. 

3. PM Modi launched the 'One Sun, One 

World, One Grid' initiative under the 

aegis of the International Solar Alliance 

and alongside the UK's Green Grid 

Initiative. 

Under this initiative, clean energy from a 

worldwide grid will be available everywhere at 

all times while it will also reduce the need for 

storage and increase the viability of solar 

projects.  

NEWS OF THE MONTH 

http://www.edstar.in/
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PM Modi while addressing the ‘Accelerating 

Clean Technology Innovation and Deployment’ 

Summit at COP26 said that “this creative 

initiative will not only reduce the carbon 

footprint and cost of energy but will also open 

a new avenue of cooperation between 

different regions and countries.” 

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is 

going to present a solar calculator application 

to the world. 

The Prime Minister expressed his confidence 

that the synergy of One Sun: One World: One 

Grid and the UK’s Green-Grid Initiatives will 

lead to the development of a cohesive and 

robust global grid. 

4. IRIS, which is aimed at strengthening 

infrastructure in small island states so 

that they are more resilient against 

climate disasters, is the first major 

programme of the Coalition of 

Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 

(CDRI), which was launched by India 

two years ago. 

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will 

create a special “data window” for small island 

nations, generating and disseminating satellite 

data that will help these countries to 

strengthen their fences against climate 

disasters.  

 

UNESCO’s Creative Cities Network: Srinagar 

newest member among other 49 cities 

worldwide 

It is a moment of pride for India indeed as in 

the recognition of its vibrant cultural ethos, the 

summer capital of Jammu & Kashmir – Srinagar 

has recently joined the UNESCO’s creative 

cities network (UCCN) among other 49 cities 

that are selected worldwide. 

Network of Creative cities: Other Indian cities 

that are on the list 

As per the UNESCO website, the network now 

consists of 295 cities reaching 90 countries that 

invest in various verticals including culture and 

creativity, crafts and folk art, design, film, 

gastronomy, literature, media arts, and music. 

The aim is rather simple – to place culture and 

creativity at the heart of the development of 

the cities and to share knowledge and good 

practices. 

                  Apart from Srinagar, here are the 

other Indian cities that are already the member 

of UNESCO’s network of creative cities: 

Chennai and Varanasi – UNESCO Cities of 

Music 

Jaipur – UNESCO City of crafts and folk arts 

Mumbai – UNESCO City of film 

Hyderabad – UNESCO city gastronomy 

 

Criteria on which cities are selected 

According to UNESCO, a city may be 

designated as a UNESCO Creative City based on 

its assets and capacity in culture and creativity, 

but also on the content, impact, and outreach 

of its proposed action plan. It shall also 

demonstrate its potential contribution to the 

Network’s overall vision and objectives, as well 

as its commitment to UNESCO’s mandate and 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. The seven creative fields 

covered by the UNESCO Creative Cities 

Network includes: 

– Crafts and Folk Art 

– Design 

– Film 

– Gastronomy 

– Literature 

– Media Arts 

– Music 

http://www.edstar.in/
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What does it mean to be a member of 

UNESCO’s Creative Cities Network? 

The UNESCO’s Creative Cities Network (UCCN) 

aims to create a network that commits to 

sharing best practices in order to empower and 

strengthen the creation, production, 

distribution, and dissemination of cultural 

activities, goods, and services. With the focus 

on the culture sector, UCCN also pledges to 

develop hubs of creativity and innovation and 

broaden opportunities for creators and 

professionals 

UNESCO in its official press releases stated that 

Newly-designated creative cities such as 

Bohicon, Doha, and Jakarta will join forces with 

existing member cities including Brazzaville, 

Dubai, Mexico City, and Montréal to develop 

innovative urban policies and solutions that 

place people and sustainability at the centre of 

the development process. 

UNESCO Cities Creative Network 

The genesis of the UNESCO Creative Cities 

Network goes back to 2004 which was formed 

to foster international cooperation within and 

across cities worldwide that utilize culture and 

creativity for sustainable urban development. 

The Network brings together cities from all 

continents and regions with different geo-

demographic, economic, social, cultural, and 

environmental settings. They work together 

towards a common mission: placing culture 

and creativity at the core of their urban 

development plans to make cities safe, 

resilient, inclusive, sustainable, and future-

proof in line with the United Nations 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 

 

Mission ‘Samudrayan’: India joins elite group 

with ‘Unique Ocean Mission’ 

With the launch of the unique ocean mission 

‘Samudrayan’, India has joined the elite club of 

nations such as the USA, Russia, Japan, France, 

and China to have niche technology and 

vehicles to carry out subsea activities. This 

niche technology shall facilitate Ministry of 

Earth Sciences, MoES in carrying out deep 

ocean exploration of the non-living resources 

such as polymetallic manganese nodules, gas 

hydrates, hydro-thermal sulphides, and cobalt 

crusts, located at a depth between 1000 and 

5500 meters. 

India’s first manned ocean mission 

‘Samudrayan’ aims to send a team of experts 

into the deep sea in a submersible vehicle to a 

depth of about 6,000 meters to carry out 

various deep underwater studies. The project 

has been undertaken by the National Institute 

of Ocean Technology (NIOT). 

The preliminary design of the manned 

submersible ‘MATSYA 6000’ is completed and 

realization of the vehicle has been started 

along with various organizations including 

ISRO, IITM, and DRDO roped-in to support the 

initiative. 

Deciphering ‘MATSYA 6000’: The state-of-art 

submersible vehicle 

Developed indigenously, MATSYA 6000 is a 

manned submersible vehicle. It will facilitate 

the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) in 

conducting deep ocean exploration. 

The sea trials of 500 meter rated shallow water 

version of the maritime vehicle are expected to 

take place in the last quarter of 2022 and the 

submersible will be ready for trials by the 

second quarter of 2024. 

http://www.edstar.in/
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Further, work on advancing technologies like 

metallurgy, energy storage, underwater 

navigation, and manufacturing facilities have 

been underway for developing more efficient, 

reliable, and safe manned submersible. 

Notably, MoES-NIOT is also indigenously 

developing a manned submersible with a 

depth capability of 6000 meters under the 

aegis of Deep Ocean Mission. The manned 

submersible is designed to carry three persons 

in 2.1-meter diameter Titanium Alloy 

Personnel Sphere with an operational 

endurance of 12 hours and systems to support 

emergency endurance up to 96h. 

Why underway vehicle technology is vital? 

The underwater vehicles are essential for 

carrying out subsea activities such as high-

resolution bathymetry, biodiversity 

assessment, geoscientific observation, search 

activities, salvage operation, and engineering 

support. With improved manoeuvring and 

excellent vision systems, the unmanned 

underwater vehicles become the loyal 

companion for researchers to get a feel of 

direct physical presence and to get better 

intervention capability. 

With the advancing subsea technologies, the 

recent Fendouzhe manned submersible 

developed by China in 2020 has touched 

~11000m water depths, the deepest to date. 

The Mega Deep Ocean Mission 

The Indian government has approved the Deep 

Ocean Mission (DOM) to be implemented 

under the aegis of Ministry of Earth Sciences at 

a total budget of Rs. 4,077 Crore for a period of 

5 years. 

              The estimated cost for the first phase 

for the 3 years (2021-2024) would be Rs.2823.4 

crore. Deep Ocean Mission will be a mission 

mode project to support the Blue Economy 

Initiatives of the Government of India. 

With an emphasis on the development of 

deep-sea technology, the Deep Ocean Mission 

consists development of manned Submersible 

rated for 6,000 metre water depth along with 

technologies for deep-sea mining, exploration 

of deep-sea mineral resources, and marine 

biodiversity. 

Uncovering the uncovered 

               Oceans, which cover 70 percent of the 

globe, remains a key part of our life. About 95 

percent of the Deep Ocean remains 

unexplored. For India, with its three sides 

surrounded by the oceans and around 30 

percent of the nation’s population living in 

coastal areas and coastal regions play a role of 

the major economic factor. It supports 

fisheries and aquaculture, tourism, livelihoods, 

and blue trade. 

                       For India, there lies a unique 

maritime position, a 7517 km long coastline, 

which is home to nine coastal states and 1,382 

islands. The Government of India’s vision of 

‘New India’ highlights the Blue Economy as one 

of the ten core dimensions of growth. 

 

RBI: COMMITMENT TO SUPPORT GREENING 

INDIA’S FINANCIAL SYSTEM 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) published its 

‘Statement of Commitment to Support 

Greening India’s Financial System – NGFS’ on 

November 3, 2021 in order to contribute 

towards global response for meeting the 

climate goals. 

RBI broadly supports the NGFS (Network for 

Greening the Financial System) declaration. It 

also praised the co-ordination efforts of NGFS 

in defining, promoting, and contributing 

http://www.edstar.in/
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towards the development of best practices in 

climate finance by sharing experiences and 

best practices. 

RBI joined the Central Banks & Supervisors 

NGFS on April 23, 2021; as member. This will 

help RBI in learning from and contributing to 

global efforts on climate change. 

What is Network for Greening the Financial 

System (NGFS)? 

NGFS is a network of 83 central banks and 

financial supervisors. The network aims to 

accelerate the scaling up of green finance. It 

also seeks to develop recommendations for 

role of central banks for climate change. This 

network was established in 2017. 

NGFS’s secretariat is hosted by the Banque de 

France. Dutch central banker Frank Elderson is 

the current chair of NGFS. Centralbanking.com 

had awarded NGFS as the best green initiative 

of the year 2020. 

The NGFS was announced in the year 2017, at 

the Paris “One Planet Summit”. It was 

launched by 8 founding central banks. 

What is Green Financing ? 

Green financing is to increase level of financial 

flows (from banking, micro-credit, insurance 

and investment) from the public, private and 

not-for-profit sectors to sustainable 

development priorities. A key part of this is to 

better manage environmental and social risks, 

take up opportunities that bring both a decent 

rate of return and environmental benefit and 

deliver greater accountability. 

Examples of these include green bonds, green-

tagged loans, green investment funds and 

climate risk insurance. 

 

 

India launches E-Amrit at COP26 - the one-

stop destination for all information EVs 

Today, India stands at the cusp of a ground-

breaking revolution in Electric Mobility. Adding 

a feather to its leading Climate Actions, the 

country launched ‘E-Amrit’, a web portal on 

electric vehicles (EVs), at the ongoing COP26 

Summit in Glasgow, UK. 

E-Amrit is a one-stop destination for all 

information on electric vehicles—busting 

myths around EV adoption, purchase, 

investment opportunities, policies, subsidies, 

etc. 

Raising awareness on EVs 

The E-Amrit portal has been developed and 

hosted under the collaboration of NITI Aayog 

the UK government as part of the UK–India 

Joint Roadmap 2030, signed by the Prime 

Ministers of both nations. 

The portal raises awareness on EVs while also 

sensitising consumers to the benefits of 

switching to electric vehicles. To develop this 

portal further NITI Aayog intends to add more 

features and introduce innovative tools that 

will make it more interactive and user-friendly. 

Accelerating electric mobility in India 

As the global automotive industry is 

undergoing a paradigm shift wherein countries 

are switching to alternative or less energy-

intensive options, India has started investing 

heavily in this electric mobility shift.  

The Indian automotive industry is the fifth-

largest in the world which might become the 

third-largest by 2030. India has a relative 

abundance of renewable energy resources and 

availability of skilled manpower in the 

technology and manufacturing sectors.  

 

http://www.edstar.in/
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While the country is already making Climate 

Conscious choices, shifting towards electric 

vehicles (EVs) is one of the fastest and cleanest 

ways to help the environment.  

Almost 380 Electric Vehicle manufacturers are 

operating in India today wherein more than 

7.96 Lakh electric vehicles have been 

registered till date. At present, there are 399 

electric vehicle start-ups in India. 

The country has witnessed 133% electric 

vehicle growth from the Fiscal year 2015 to 

2020. In fact, of all the vehicles sales in FY 21-

22, 1.32% were electric. 

Policy Initiatives for EV growth 

In the past years, India has taken many 

initiatives to accelerate the decarbonisation of 

transport and the adoption of electric mobility 

in the country. Various schemes like FAME and 

PLI are being implemented to create an 

ecosystem for the early adoption of EVs. 

The country so far has reduced 191.5M 

Kilograms of CO2 under FAME I and FAME II 

schemes. 

In May 2021, the government of India 

introduced a Production-Linked Incentive 

Scheme (PLI) for ACC Battery Storage 

Manufacturing, which intends to incentivize 

the domestic production of such batteries and 

reduce the dependence on imports. 

As per the E-Amrit portal, India has already 

installed 1800 Electric vehicle charging stations 

across the whole nation.  

To assist the acceptance of electric vehicles 

(EVs) in the country, the central government 

has announced a number of promotional 

measures in the previous ten years, including 

tax incentives for electric vehicle owners, 

public EV charging infrastructure 

development, and more. 

With the fast-approaching switch from gas-

powered automobiles to EVs, India is 

implementing sturdy initiatives to take this 

change on local levels. The E-Amrit portal is 

one such step, where the government offers 

easy access to all information on EVs while also 

busting common myths regarding electric 

mobility. 

 

REMOTE EDUCATION WAS INACCESSIBLE TO 

MOST CHILDREN 

Only 20% of school age children in India had 

access to remote education during the 

pandemic, of whom only half participated in 

live online lessons, according to a new national 

sample survey by ICRIER and LIRNEAsia, a think 

tank focussed on digital policy. 

In fact, 38% of households said at least one 

child had dropped out of school completely 

due to COVID-19. 

The survey, found that although digital 

connectivity shot up 40% during the pandemic, 

low access to devices, poor signal and high 

costs prevented most children from reaping 

the benefits. The face-to-face survey, 

conducted between March and August this 

year, covered a nationally representative 

sample of 7000 households. Only Kerala was 

excluded, due to high COVID-19 cases. 

Among children aged 5-18 years, it found that 

80% of those who were enrolled in schools 

prior to the pandemic did not receive any 

educational services at all during school 

closure. The situation was significantly worse 

among those from lower socio-economic 

classes, where the head of the household had 

lower education levels, and among rural 

households. 

http://www.edstar.in/
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Among the 20% who received education, only 

55% had access to live online classes, while 

68%had access to recorded audio or video 

lessons. Three fourths of the students had 

work sent to them over a smartphone, usually 

via WhatsApp, and 61% via text messages. 

Almost 70% had contact with their teachers via 

phone calls, while 58% had work delivered at 

their homes. About half the students were also 

instructed to listen to educational TV and radio 

programmes. 

Of households with school aged children, 64% 

had internet connections, but only 31% of 

those received remote education, often 

because of a lack of access to devices or a lack 

of larger screen devices. 

However, among those without internet 

connections the situation was worse, with only 

8%receiving remote education. Respondents 

listed insufficient number of devices, poor 

3G/4G signal and high data cost as among the 

biggest hurdles. 

Even among those receiving remote education, 

a third of the households said that schools 

were not prepared to deliver online education. 

Such challenges continued despite increasing 

digital connectivity. Over 13 crore people came 

online in 2020-21, pushing up the country’s 

total internet users to more than 47 crore. 

Of the 8 crore who came online in 2020, 43% 

said they were motivated by COVID-19 related 

reasons. Overall, internet usage has spiked 

from 19% of the population above 15 years in 

2017 to 47% this year. 

However, only 5% of households had laptops, 

while 4% had desktop computers. The vast 

majority relied on smartphones, which were 

available in 68% of households. 

 

SCHOOL ENROLMENT FELL DURING 

PANDEMIC 

The percentage of rural children who were not 

enrolled in school doubled during the 

pandemic, with Govt. schools seeing an 

increase in enrolment at the expense of private 

schools, as per the Annual Status of Education 

Report (ASER) 2021. 

Over a third of children enrolled in Classes 1 

and 2 have never attended school in person. 

However, enrolment does not necessarily 

mean that learning took place. In a survey of 

over 76,000 households with children aged six 

to 14, ASER found that while 92% of children 

had textbooks for their grade, only a third had 

access to any other learning resources or 

support. 

With smartphone availability and access 

limited, online learning was restricted to a 

quarter of students, though there were major 

differences in the experience of students from 

different States. For instance, 91% of students 

from Kerala and almost 80% from Himachal 

Pradesh had online education, but only 10% 

from Bihar and 13% from West Bengal. 

In 2018, only 2.5% of children were not 

enrolled in school. 

In both the 2020 and 2021 surveys, that figure 

had jumped to 4.6%. Government school 

enrolment spiked significantly from 64.3% in 

2018 to 70.3% in 2021, while private school 

enrolment dropped from 32.5% to 24.4% over 

the same period. 

The shift to government school enrolment 

could be a result of financial distress, the 

closure of affordable private schools and the 

movement of migrants to rural areas. 

During the pandemic, almost 40% of students 

took tuition classes, as many parents struggled 

http://www.edstar.in/
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to provide the learning support students were 

not receiving from closed schools. 

Although textbook distribution was a success 

story in most States, with 92% of students 

having the texts for their grade level, many 

students did not receive much else. Just over a 

third of students enrolled in closed 

government schools in 2021 received 

worksheets, phone messages or any other sort 

of learning activities or materials in the week 

of the survey. 

 

POCHAMPALLY MAKES IT TO LIST OF BEST 

TOURISM VILLAGES IN THE WORLD 

Pochampally village in Telangana is set to be 

named as one of the best Tourism Villages by 

the United Nations World Tourism 

Organisation, according to reports. 

India had nominated two other villages in the 

same category Kongthong in Meghalaya and 

Ladhpura Khas in Madhya Pradesh. 

Pochampally about 50 kilometres from 

Hyderabad is an artisanal village known for its 

exceptional Ikat weaves and textures. Visitors 

throng the village to see the weavers at work, 

work their handloom equipment, and play with 

colours and simple geometric designs. 

Recently UNESCO heritage tag was awarded 

for Ramappa Temple, Telangana. 

The UNWTO’s 24th annual meeting is set to 

open on November 30 and will run till 

December 3 in Madrid, Spain. The UNWTO is a 

world body for promoting sustainable tourism 

and its meetings are considered the biggest 

tourism events in the world. 

The Tourism Villages is a global initiative to 

highlight those villages where tourism 

preserves cultures and traditions, celebrates 

diversity, provides opportunities and 

safeguards biodiversity, according to UNWTO. 

Pochampally, 50 Kms from Hyderabad, is a 

town in Nalgonda district of Telangana and is 

often referred to as the 'Silk City of India' for 

the exquisite sarees that are woven through a 

unique style called Ikat. 

Bhoodan Pochampally is a census town in 

Yadadri Bhuvanagiri district of the Indian state 

of Telangana. It is located in Pochampalle 

mandal of Bhongir division., This village is 

Known for woven products, especially hand-

woven Ikkat sarees. 

There are thousands of looms in the village 

that produce large quantities of sarees. In 

2004, Pochampalli saree also received a 

geographical indication (GI) tag. 

What is a Census Town ? 

A Census Town is an area with urban 

characteristics like a minimum population of 

5,000, at least 75% of the male main working 

force engaged in non-agricultural activities and 

population density of at least 400 persons per 

sq.km. 

As per 2011 Census, there are 3,784 Census 

Towns as against 1,362 in 2001. 

A Statutory Town is one with a municipality, 

corporation, cantonment board or notified 

town area committee. As per 2011 Census, 

there are 4,041 such towns as against 3,799 in 

2001. 

Conversion of Census towns into statutory 

ULBs entitle states to Central assistance as per 

the guidelines of 14th Finance Commission. 

Under Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and 

Urban Transformation (AMRUT), 50% 

weightage is given to the number of statutory 

towns in any State/UT in allocation of funds 

among States/UTs. 

http://www.edstar.in/
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• State with highest number of 

census towns is West Bengal with 

780 towns. 

• Mizoram has no census towns. 

 

Geographical Information System (GIS) plans 

for around 75% Gram Panchayats completed 

The Ministry of Rural Development has 

reached an important milestone with the 

completion of Geographical Information 

System (GIS) plans for 2 lakh Gram Panchayats 

(GPs) out of 2.69 lakh GPs under Mahatma 

Gandhi NREGA using remote sensing 

technology based on the ridge to valley 

approach. GIS-based planning under Mahatma 

Gandhi NREGS is an initiative of the Ministry of 

Rural Development which helps the Gram 

Panchayat to ensure a scientific & holistic 

approach for planning at the Gram Panchayat 

level. It is an important tool to ensure 

participatory planning at the implementation 

level. 

The Ministry has provided detailed training on 

usage of GIS & RS (Remote Sensing) technology 

to Mahatma Gandhi NREGS functionaries of 

States/UTs through the initiative of the 

Ministry and NIRDPR (National Institute of 

Rural Development and Panchayati Raj). 

Thereafter, all the States/UTs prepared 4 GIS-

based plans of GPs per block in FY 2020-21 as 

pilots, which was extended to all GP’s after 

successful completion. 

Contributions of Mahatma Gandhi NREGS has 

enhanced significantly by using the GIS-Based 

Planning approach and impacts of which is 

visible at ground level. The development of 

quality assets at the Gram Panchayat level has 

been taking place through proper planning and 

decision making. 

Mahatma Gandhi NREGS has always 

emphasized Natural Resource Management 

(NRM) based planning to enhance the 

livelihood and NRM resource base in rural 

areas. The systematic development of land, 

harnessing of rainwater following watershed 

principles (Ridge to Valley Approach) and 

creation of income-generating assets has 

become important aspect of Mahatma Gandhi 

NREGS works. The planning of works under 

Mahatma Gandhi NREGS are now carried out 

using advanced technologies viz. Geographical 

Information System (GIS) and Remote Sensing 

(RS). Leveraged for this purpose is the much 

acclaimed ‘Bhuvan’ space technology solution 

from the National Remote Sensing Centre 

(NRSC) of the Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO). 

To further facilitate Gram Panchayat level 

planning of Mahatma Gandhi NREGS activities 

across India, Yuktdhara Geospatial Planning 

portal has been developed on Bhuvan Platform 

by National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC), 

Indian Space Research Organization 

(ISRO) under the guidance of Mahatma Gandhi 

NREGA division MoRD. This planning portal 

also helps the other Ministries and 

Departments to see the geographical location 

of planned assets on a map in the web 

management system, which integrates 

planning for works, optimises convergence 

plans and facilitates effective monitoring of the 

implementation of works and creation of 

assets. 

The Ministry is also working towards 

integrating climate data with the above data 

through a joint initiative with FCDO of the UK, 

known as CRISP-M, which will further enable 

the local communities to understand the 

impact of changing climate in terms of various 

geophysical parameters and make smart 

decisions on them. This is initially proposed to 
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be taken up in seven states viz. Bihar, 

Jharkhand, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan and will 

be expanded later to all other states as well. 

Geographical Information System (GIS) 

The GIS is a computer-based tool for mapping 

and analyzing the geographic terrain and offers 

scientific choices of development works 

suitable to the area. This technology integrates 

common database operations such as query 

and statistical analysis with the unique 

visualization and geographic analysis benefits 

offered by the maps. 

 

GOVERNMENT RELENTS, DECIDES TO SPIKE 

FARM LAWS 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the 

repeal of three contentious farm laws, assuring 

farmer groups protesting against them for the 

past year that the legislative process for the 

repeal would be completed in the upcoming 

Winter Session of Parliament. 

HOW TO REPEAL A LAW? 

The government can repeal the laws in two 

ways -- it can either bring a Bill to repeal the 

three laws or promulgate an ordinance that 

will have to be subsequently replaced with a 

Bill within six months. 

"For repeal, the power of Parliament is the 

same as enacting a law under the 

Constitution,". The government can repeal the 

three laws through a single repealing bill. 

Article 245 of the Constitution which gives 

Parliament the power to make laws also gives 

the legislative body the power to repeal them 

through the Repealing and Amending Act. The 

Act was first passed in 1950 when 72 Acts were 

repealed. 

The last time the Repealing and Amending 

provision was invoked was in 2019 when the 

Union government sought to repeal 58 

obsolete laws and make minor amendments to 

the Income Tax Act, 1961 and The Indian 

Institutes of Management Act, 2017. 

The Act was sixth such repealing act, aimed at 

repealing laws, tabled by the Narendra Modi 

government. The Narendra Modi government 

already repealed 1,428 Acts during its first 

term. 

The Repealing and Amending (Amendment) 

Bill will pass through the same procedure as 

any other Bills. It will have to cleared by both 

Houses of Parliament and the President would 

give his assent to make it a law. 

Also, this is the second time the NDA 

government is taking a U-turn. In 2015, ahead 

of the Bihar elections, it agreed to bring back 

crucial clauses of the land acquisition law of 

2013 after its proposed amendments to the 

law were met with opposition in Rajya Sabha. 

 

POST NEP, ODISHA ALL SET TO TEACH IN 

TRIBAL LANGUAGES 

The new National Education Policy lays 

emphasis on imparting teaching in mother 

tongue in primary classes. But when the 

language-base of Odisha’s Adivasi 

communities is as diverse as 21 spoken 

languages further divided into 74 dialects, the 

task appears to be quite difficult. 

The ST and SC Development Department of the 

State government has already started working 

on project called ‘SAMHATI’ to address the 

language issues faced by tribal students in 

early grades or elementary classes. 

The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

Research and Training Institute (SCSTRTI) along 
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with the Academy of Tribal Language and 

Culture (ATLC), Bhubaneswar are 

implementing the project. 

The department manages 1,732 residential 

educational institutions across the State. More 

than 4.5 lakh tribal and Scheduled Caste 

students from primary to secondary level with 

free lodging, 85 boarding facilities are 

managed by the department. Now under, 

SAMHATI, the department plans to cover 

approximately 2.5 lakh students in 1,450 

primary schools in the State. 

Of the 21 languages, Santhali — the only 

language which has been included in eighth 

schedule of Constitution — is taught in its own 

ol chiki script while rest of tribal languages 

have Odia scripts. 

According to the Odisha School Education 

Programme Authority (OSEPA), more than 302 

textbooks and 2,500 supplementary reading 

materials including story books and pictures 

charts in 21 tribal languages have been 

developed. 

Odisha is home to 62 different tribal 

communities including 13 particularly 

vulnerable tribal groups (PVTGs), making it the 

State with the most diverse indigenous 

communities in the country. 

Now, under SAMHATI, it has been decided that 

all teachers of primary level would be provided 

functional knowledge of tribal languages and 

way of communicating with tribal students. In 

the first phase, 1,000 teachers would be asked 

to obtain these language skills. 

Except three to four tribal languages in Odisha, 

all other tribal dialects could be termed as 

threatened. Some of tribal languages have less 

than 100 speakers left. 

 

MYSURU DECLARATION ON SERVICE 

DELIVERY 

Ministry of Panchayat Raj, Government of 

India had organised one day National 

Consultative Workshop on Citizen Charter and 

Delivery of Services by Panchayats on 22nd 

November 2021 as part of Azadi Ka Amrit 

Mahotsav. 

Participants from 16 States signed the Mysuru 

Declaration and resolved to roll out the 

Common Minimum Service delivery by 

Panchayats across the country from April 1, 

2022. 

It aims to Increase the availability of Citizen 

Services at the grassroots levels in a timely and 

efficient manner, commencing with offering of 

the following basic, statutory and/ or essential 

services at the Gram Panchayat level from 1st 

April, 2022 

Implement the highest standards of 

professional integrity and accountability 

towards timely delivery of Public Services. 

To lead by example and contribute to 

advancing Service Delivery at grassroots level, 

timely delivery of Services for empowering 

citizens, promoting the inclusive and 

sustainable growth of rural India. 

 

NATIONAL FAMILY HEALTH SURVEY-5 

Births in institutional facilities, such as a 

hospital, improved by nearly eight percentage 

points but children who were either stunted or 

displayed signs of wasting only dropped by a 

maximum of three percentage points, shows a 

comparison of National Family Health Survey-

5 (NFHS-5) and NFHS-4. 

The NFHS-4 was released in 2014-15 and the 

latest, which captured population health 
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indicators in 2017-19, was delayed due to the 

pandemic. 

GROWTH UNDER CHECK 

India has also officially hit a total fertility rate 

(TFR) of 2.0 that indicates a decrease from the 

2.2 in the NFHS-4. According to the United 

Nations Population Division, a TFR of about 2.1 

children per woman is called replacement-

level fertility. If replacement level fertility is 

sustained over a sufficiently long period, each 

generation will exactly replace itself. The urban 

TFR is 1.6 and the rural TFR is 2.1. 

The total fertility rate (TFR) is the average 

number of children a woman would give birth 

to during her lifetime if she were to pass 

through her childbearing years (15-49 years) 

experiencing the present-day age-specific 

fertility rates. 

An overall survey of the major differences 

between the NFHS-5 and NFHS-4 suggests that 

the use of contraceptives has improved from 

53.5% to 66.7% in the latest NFHS-5 and 

institutional births increased from 78.9% to 

88.6%. 

The proportion of children (12-23 months) who 

were fully vaccinated improved from 62%-

76%and children under 6 months who were 

exclusively breastfed also showed a sharp 

improvement from 54.9 to 63.7%. 

Nutrition concerns 

There were, however, mixed signals in 

nutrition. Though the gains in childhood 

nutrition were minimal, women and men (15-

49) who had a below normal body mass index 

(BMI) each dropped roughly four percentage 

points. 

India's battle with anaemia also appears to 

have faltered. The proportion of anaemic 

children (5-59 months) increased from 58% to 

67%. Women aged 15-49 who were anaemic 

increased from 53% to 57% and men of the 

same age increased from 29% to 31% between 

both editions of the NFHS. 

“Slow and steady progress [is seen] on 

stunting, which seems to be coming from 

change happening in big States such as Uttar 

Pradesh and others. 

The NFHS-5 survey work has been conducted 

in around 6.1 lakh sample households from 

707 districts (as on March, 2017) of the 

country; covering 7,24,115 women and 

1,01,839 men to provide disaggregated 

estimates up to district level. 

NFHS-5 includes some new focal areas, such as 

death registration, pre-school education, 

expanded domains of child immunisation, 

components of micro-nutrients to children, 

menstrual hygiene, frequency of alcohol and 

tobacco use, additional components of non-

communicable diseases (NCDs), expanded age 

ranges for measuring hypertension and 

diabetes among all aged 15 years and above. 

 

OVER 50% BIHAR POOR BASED ON HEALTH, 

EDUCATION, STANDARD OF LIVING 

THE FIRST-EVER Multi-dimensional Poverty 

Index (MPI) prepared by government think 

tank Niti Aayog has said that Bihar has the 

highest proportion of people, at 51.91 per cent 

of the state’s population, who are 

multidimensionally poor, followed by 

Jharkhand at 42.16 per cent and Uttar Pradesh 

at 37.79 per cent. 

The MPI seeks to measure poverty across its 

multiple dimensions and in effect 

complements existing poverty statistics based 

on per capita consumption expenditure. 
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It has three equally weighted dimensions – 

health, education, and standard of living – 

which in turn are represented by 12 indicators 

such as nutrition, school attendance, years of 

schooling, drinking water, sanitation, housing, 

bank accounts among others, according to the 

report. 

Bihar also has the highest number of 

malnourished people followed by Jharkhand, 

Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and 

Chhattisgarh. Kerala, Goa, and Sikkim have the 

lowest percentage of population being 

multidimensionally poor at 0.71 per cent, 3.76 

per cent and 3.82 per cent, respectively. 

This baseline report of the national MPI 

measure is based on the reference period of 

2015-16 of the National Family Health Survey 

(NFHS). 

Measuring poverty has evolved globally over 

the years. The conventional method has been 

to specify a minimum income (or expenditure) 

required to purchase a basket of goods and 

services to meet basic needs. 

It required defining a poverty line first, which 

the C Rangarajan committee had estimated in 

2014 to be Rs 972 a month per person in rural 

areas and Rs 1,407 a month per person in 

urban areas, at 2011-12 prices. 

Bihar also has the highest number of 

malnourished people. 

Among the Union Territories (UTs), Dadra and 

Nagar Haveli (27.36 per cent), Jammu & 

Kashmir, and Ladakh (12.58), Daman & Diu 

(6.82 per cent) and Chandigarh (5.97 per cent), 

have emerged as the poorest UTs in India. 

The proportion of poor in Puducherry at 1.72 

per cent is the lowest among the Union 

Territories, followed by Lakshadweep at 1.82 

per cent, Andaman & Nicobar Islands at 4.30 

per cent and Delhi at 4.79 per cent. 

The MPI uses the globally accepted 

methodology developed by the Oxford Poverty 

and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) and 

the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP). The dimensions of the index have 

proven to help identify and achieve targeted 

policy interventions. 

The MPI will enable estimation of poverty not 

only at the level of the states but also for all the 

700-plus districts across the 12 indicators, 

capturing simultaneous deprivations and 

indicator-wise contribution to poverty. It will 

facilitate formulation of sectoral policies and 

targeted interventions which contribute 

towards ensuring that “no one is left behind”, 

as per the report. 

 

Sudha Bharadwaj bail: how HC spelt out 

limitations of sessions court 

In granting bail to lawyer-activist Sudha 

Bharadwaj, an accused in the Elgar Parishad 

case, the Bombay High Court affirmed that her 

detention under the Unlawful Activities 

Prevention Act (UAPA) was extended by a 

sessions court that had no power to do so. 

A Bench of Justices N J Jamadar and S S Shinde 

held that when a special court designated 

under the National Investigation Agency (NIA) 

Act, 2008 existed in Pune, the sessions judge 

had no jurisdiction to extend the detention 

beyond the stipulated 90 days. This reading of 

the law on which “court” is competent to 

extend the detention led to the High Court’s 

conclusion that Bharadwaj could be granted 

default bail. 

What is default bail? 
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The Code of Criminal Procedure sets deadlines 

for investigative agencies to complete an 

investigation during which the accused can be 

kept in custody. If the agency fails to comply 

with these deadlines, the accused becomes 

entitled to what is commonly referred to as 

‘default’ or ‘regular’ bail. 

Under Section 167 in the CrPC, 1973, the 

maximum period of detention is 90 days for 

the highest class of offences — those 

punishable with death, imprisonment for life, 

or a term not less than 10 years. 

However, under the UAPA, a court can extend 

custody of an accused up to 180 days if the 

investigating agency seeks more time to probe 

the case. This makes maximum detention of 

180 days a near-certainty for those accused of 

offences under UAPA, as a court can extend 

custody beyond the CrPC limits. 

In the Elgar Parishad case, the legal question to 

be determined was whether this extension was 

done by the right court. The accused argued 

that since the extension was done by a court 

which had no competence, they were entitled 

to regular bail on completion of 90 days of pre-

trial detention. 

Why was the extension challenged? 

The accused relied on the Supreme Court’s 

2020 verdict in Bikramjit Singh v State of 

Punjab. The verdict had held that only a special 

court had jurisdiction to extend detention up 

to 180 days under the UAPA. They argued that 

since the Maharashtra government had 

designated a special court in Pune at that time, 

only that court could have jurisdiction. This 

meant that the sessions judge who extended 

the custody had no jurisdiction and the order 

was invalid in law. It would follow that if the 

extension was invalid, the accused had a right 

to be granted default bail before the 

chargesheet was filed. 

The NIA argued that since it took over 

investigation pursuant to orders passed by the 

Centre, only central government-designated 

courts would have jurisdiction to try the cases. 

But in the absence of such courts, the sessions 

judge rightfully heard the case. 

The 2020 Supreme Court judgment by a Bench 

led by Justice Rohinton Nariman was, however, 

confirmed by subsequent rulings. In 

September, a three-judge Bench of Justices U 

U Lalit, Bela Trivedi and S Ravindra Bhat said 

that only in the absence of special courts can a 

sessions court extend custody under UAPA. 

Relying on the SC rulings, the Bombay HC ruled 

in favour of the accused. 

Why did the Bombay High Court refuse bail for 

the other accused? 

While the court held that the extension of their 

custody was without legality, it did not strike 

down the orders since the state was able to 

prove that they were passed in “good faith” 

and without “any prejudice to the accused.” 

The court also held that since only Bharadwaj 

had filed for default bail at that time while the 

remaining accused did not, only she was 

entitled to bail. 

 

Common entrance test for central varsities: 

plan, criticism 

From the 2022-23 academic session, a 

common entrance test is likely to be 

implemented across central universities in 

India for admissions to undergraduate and 

postgraduate courses, marking a departure 

from the current predominant pattern of 

screening based on class 12 marks. 

On November 26, the University Grants 

Commission (UGC) wrote to the vice-

chancellors of the 45 central universities that 
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“after detailed deliberations, it was resolved 

that the Common Entrance Test for UG and PG 

may be conducted for Central Universities 

from the academic session 2022-23 through 

National Testing Agency (NTA)”. 

The Central Universities Common Entrance 

Test (CUCET) was launched in 2010, a year 

after 12 new central universities had been set 

up under the Central Universities Act, 2009. In 

the year of its rollout, seven new central 

universities adopted CUCET. Over the years, 

the list grew, and this year 12 central 

universities, from Assam to Kerala, held CUCET 

with the assistance of the NTA, which functions 

under the Ministry of Education. 

The UGC has been keen on bringing more 

central universities under the ambit of the 

CUCET ever since the National Education 

Policy, 2020 advocated this. Last December, 

the UGC set up a seven-member committee 

under R P Tiwari , Vice-Chancellor of Central 

University of Punjab, to prepare a plan to 

implement CUCET from 2021-22. The 

committee’s report gave the proposal the go-

ahead, but the UGC had to shelve the plan due 

to the Covid-19 pandemic. The latest push 

came on November 22, when the UGC held a 

meeting with the vice-chancellors of 45 central 

universities, following which the letter was 

sent. 

What changes 

The test will cover sciences, humanities, 

languages, arts, and vocational subjects, and is 

likely to be held at least twice every year. 

Although the UGC has not yet announced the 

pattern of the exams once it is expanded, the 

report of the Tiwari committee holds some 

clues. It says the test for the undergraduate 

level would be in two parts. Section A will be a 

common aptitude test carrying 50 questions, 

while Section B will be a “domain specific test” 

comprising 30 questions each from a chosen 

combinations of subjects. The committee also 

recommended that to begin with, a minimum 

50% of a candidate’s CUCET score should be 

factored in during admissions to 

undergraduate courses. It will be a computer-

based test. 

The CUCET might also be called Common 

Universities Entrance Test (CUET) in its 

proposed new avatar. 

The Tiwari committee has also recommended 

that existing policies regarding quotas, subject 

combinations, preferences etc that govern a 

particular university will remain applicable 

even after the rollout of a common test. 

The rationale 

The NEP, 2020 envisages that a common 

entrances will test the conceptual 

understanding and ability to apply knowledge, 

and will aim to eliminate the need for taking 

coaching for these exams. The flexibility of the 

NTA testing services will enable most 

universities to use these common entrance 

exams “rather than having hundreds of 

universities each devising their own entrance 

exams”, which will reduce the burden on the 

entire education system, it says. 

Criticism 

Not everyone has welcomed the idea of an 

overarching common entrance test, though. 

Disha Nawani, Professor, School of Education, 

Tata Institute of Social Sciences (Mumbai), 

agreed that the existing board-exam based 

screening is leading to unrealistic cut-offs, but 

felt a common entrance will not be an 

improvement. “Children come from very 

different socio-economic backgrounds and to 

expect them to sit together and tackle a 

centrally-set paper will not be fair. Eventually it 
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will boil down to mastering the techniques to 

crack it which coaching institutes offer. As long 

as we continue to focus on modes of 

assessment instead of learning, this will be a 

continuation of the unjust system,” Nawani 

said. 

Abha Dev Habib, associate professor (Physics) 

at Miranda House in Delhi, and Ayesha Kidwai, 

professor at JNU’s Centre for Linguistics and 

former president of its teachers’ association, 

called the proposal an affront to the autonomy 

of universities. “Many universities offer highly 

specialised as well as multidisciplinary courses. 

And using the NET score for admission to PhD 

programmes is a terrible move. It has no 

academic rationale and will not promote 

equality,” Kidwai said. 

 

Good Samaritan scheme 

The Good Samaritan scheme, meant to 

encourage and felicitate those helping road 

accident victims, has received a poor response 

from the states more than a month since its 

launch. 

 The Road Transport and Highways 

Ministry announced this scheme so 

that taking a road crash victim to 

hospital is not just hassle-free but 

there is also the incentive of a reward 

and recognition. 

 Historically, Indians are reluctant in 

taking victims to hospital because of 

associated legal processes and 

investigations that follow. 

 To address that, the Centre inserted 

Section 134A in the Motor Vehicles 

(Amendment) Act, 2019, which deals 

with “Protection of Good 

Samaritans”, on September 29, 2020 

by the ministry. 

NEED FOR SUCH SCHEME 

o India witnesses around 5 lakh road 

accidents and 1.5 lakh deaths from 

them every year. 

o As per several government 

assessments and independent studies, 

a large number of deaths occur 

because the victims did not get 

medical help within the golden hour. 

What is golden hour? :- ‘Golden hour’ is the 1-

hour time period after a traumatic injury. 

During this period, there is the highest 

possibilities of preventing death by providing 

prompt medical care. 

KEY FEATURES OF THE SCHEME 

Non-liability: Under the scheme, a good 

Samaritan will not be liable for any civil or 

criminal action for any injury to or death of the 

victim of an accident involving a motor vehicle. 

Reward: The scheme entitles any person, who 

helps save a life by taking a road crash victim 

to the hospital during golden hour, to a reward 

of Rupees 5,000 per accident. 

Anonymity clause: The new law is that the 

“Good Samaritan” is free to not disclose their 

name to the hospital or law enforcement 

authorities; they can also choose not to take 

part in any legal process. 

ISSUES WITH THE SCHEME 

 Poor response from the states. 

 Despite the Centre willing to give an 

initial grant of Rupees 5 lakh for it, 

states have not even opened bank 

accounts to get the money. 

 The Ministry of Road Transport and 

Highways has sent several reminders 

to states to operationalize the scheme. 
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12 RS MPS SUSPENDED FOR PROTESTS IN 

MONSOON SESSION 

Twelve Opposition members of the Rajya 

Sabha were suspended for the entire winter 

session for “unprecedented acts of 

misconduct”, “unruly and violent behaviour” 

and “intentional attacks on security personnel” 

on August 11, the last day of the previous 

monsoon session. 

This is the first-time members of Rajya Sabha 

have been suspended for misconduct during 

the previous session. Opposition parties 

described the move as “authoritarian”, 

“unwarranted” and “undemocratic”. 

The suspension was announced after the Bill to 

repeal the farm laws was passed in the Upper 

House. The House was adjourned for the day 

soon after the announcement. 

The leaders of the opposition parties unitedly 

condemn the unwarranted and undemocratic 

suspension of the 12 members in violation of 

all the Rules of Procedure of Rajya Sabha 

pertaining to suspension of members for the 

entire duration of the winter session. 

The motion moved by the government for 

suspending the members in regard to the 

unfortunate incident that occurred in the 

previous session is unprecedented and violates 

the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of 

Business of the Council of States(Rajya Sabha). 

The 12 suspended MPs include five from 

Congress — Phulo Devi Netam, Ripun Bora, 

Rajamani Patel, Syed Nasir Hussain and 

Akhilesh Pratap Singh; two from Trinamool 

Congress — Dola Sen and Shanta Chhetri; two 

from Shiv Sena — Anil Desai and Priyanka 

Chaturvedi; CPI(M)’s Elamaram Kareem and 

CPI’s Binoy Viswam. 

The MPs were suspended under Rule 256 of 

Rajya Sabha rules which allows for suspension 

“for a period not exceeding the remainder of 

the session”. 

This is the first time that Rule 256 of Rajya 

Sabha rules has been invoked to suspend 

members for things that happened in the 

previous session. 70% of the time was lost due 

to disruptions in the last session. 

Rule Number 373 of the Rules of Procedure 

and Conduct of Business provides for the 

suspension of MPs by the Speaker of the 

House. 

 

INDIA’S 1ST CERTIFIED ORGANIC FRUIT KIWI 

LAUNCHED 

India’s only certified organic kiwi from Ziro 

Valley, Arunachal Pradesh, has been launched 

at the National Tribal Festival known as ‘Aadi 

Mahotsav’ held in Dilli Hat, New Delhi. The 

presentation was held in collaboration with 

support from Government of Arunachal 

Pradesh and the National Agricultural 

Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd. 

 

Arunachal Pradesh is the 1st Indian state, that 

obtained “organic certification of kiwifruit” 

under the “Mission Organic Value Chain 

Development for North East Region (MOVCD-

NER)”, which is a Central Government scheme 

launched for North-eastern states. 
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Aadi Mahotsav 

The Aadi Mahotsav is an annual tribal festival, 

being organized by Tribal Cooperative 

Marketing Development Federation of India 

Limited (TRIFED). Aadi Mahotsav was 

inaugurated on November 16, 2021 by 

Sukhram Munda who is the grandson of 

Bhagwan Birsa Munda. 

This year, around 200 stalls were set up from 

across India and around 1000 artisans and 

artists participated in the festival. 

Aim of the Mahotsav 

The Aadi Mahotsav was launched with the aim 

of empowering tribal business in India and 

exhibit their products. 

Ziro Valley 

Ziro Valley is a town and district headquarters 

of Lower Subansiri district in Arunachal 

Pradesh. This town has been included in 

Tentative List for UNESCO’s World Heritage 

Site for its Apatani cultural landscape. 

 

KUNO NATIONAL PARK TO GET 13 CHEETAHS 

NEXT YEAR 

The Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh 

was originally developed to be the second 

home for Asiatic lions in India besides Gir. But 

while that project did not take off, there is now 

fresh enthusiasm. Sometime early next year, 

Kuno is expecting to get 13 African cheetahs, in 

what is being described as the world’s largest 

intercontinental animal translocation. 

The project is crucial. In India, it could mean 

the introduction of the fastest animal on the 

planet back into the wild, 69 years after the last 

surviving cheetah in India was recorded to 

have been hunted down in Chhattisgarh in 

1952. 

There are challenges too, not least of all a 

habitat occupied by leopards already, with a 

fence being created that would prevent their 

entry, or other wild animals. This fear of 

conflict has even meant that the 13 cheetahs 

have been carefully selected, 10 from South 

Africa and three from Namibia, all of whom 

have survived with leopards in the past. 

When was Kuno selected? 

Supreme Court expert committee had selected 

Kuno National Park as the habitat for African 

cheetah in January 2021. The expert 

committee was constituted by the court for 

implementing the Cheetah Translocation 

Project. Kuno was preferred over Nauradehi 

Wildlife Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh and 

Mukundara Hills Tiger Reserve in Rajasthan. 

IUCN Status of Cheetah 

As per United Nations, Cheetahs have been 

listed as “Vulnerable” in the Red List of 

Threatened Species by the International Union 

for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). However, 

recent study revealed the decline in its 

population. Hence, demand is there for 

cheetahs to be listed to “Endangered 

category”. In North Africa and Asia, cheetahs 

are considered as “Critically Endangered.” 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

G-20 SUMMIT ADOPTS ROME DECLARATION 

Two-day G-20 Summit was concluded on 

October 31, 2021. During the summit, Rome 

Declaration was adopted. 

During the summit, leaders elaborated 

deliberations on issues of global importance 

like fighting covid-19 pandemic, improving 
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health infrastructure, strengthening economic 

cooperation and furthering innovation. 

They also adopted the ‘Rome Declaration’ and 

under the health section communique gives a 

very strong message. Countries agreed on the 

fact that, Covid-19 immunisation is a global 

public good. 

During the summit, countries also agreed that 

the World Health Organisation (WHO) will be 

strengthened to fast-track the process for 

emergency use authorisation of Covid-19 

vaccines. Main focus of the session was on 

energy and climate. 

Several developing countries called for 

safeguarding the interest of developing world. 

Rome Declaration 

The Rome Declaration consists of 16 mutually 

agreed principles, which aims to guide joint 

action for preventing future health crises and 

to build a safer, equitable and sustainable 

world. 16 principles are as follows: 

• Supporting and enhancing the 

existing multilateral health 

architecture for detection, 

response, prevention and 

preparedness. 

• Working towards monitoring & 

implementation of multi-sectoral, 

evidence-based One Health 

approach in a bid to address risks 

emerging due to interface 

between human, animal & 

environment. 

• Fostering all-of-society and health-

in-all policies. 

• Promotion of multilateral trading 

system 

• Enabling equitable, affordable and 

global access to high-quality, safe 

& effective health systems. 

• Supporting low and middle-

income countries in a bid to build 

expertise, and develop local & 

regional manufacturing capacities. 

• Focus on data sharing, capacity 

building, voluntary technology and 

licensing agreements. 

• Enhancing support to existing 

preparedness and prevention 

structures. 

• Investing in worldwide health & 

care workforce 

• Investing in adequate resources, 

training, and staffing of diagnostic 

public & animal health 

laboratories. 

• Investments for developing and 

improving inter-operable early 

warning surveillance, information, 

and trigger systems 

• Investments in domestic, 

international & multilateral 

cooperation for the purpose of 

research, development & 

innovation 

• Increasing effectiveness of 

preparedness & response 

measures by extending support 

and promoting meaningful & 

inclusive dialogue 

• Ensuring effectiveness of financing 

mechanisms 

• Coordination on pharmaceutical 

and non-pharmaceutical measures 

and emergency response with 

respect to sustainable and 

equitable recovery 

• Addressing the need of 

streamlined, enhanced, 

sustainable and predictable 

mechanisms for financing 

pandemic preparedness, 
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prevention, detection and 

response in long term. 

 

 

CoP26 GLOBAL CLIMATE CONFERENCE IN 

GLASGOW 

 

1. Leaders at the CoP26 global climate 

conference in Glasgow have pledged 

to stop deforestation by the end of the 

decade and slash emissions of the 

potent greenhouse gas methane to 

help slow climate change. 

2. The United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) has launched 

“International Methane Emissions 

Observatory (IMEO)” at the G20 

Summit. 

                              Methane observatory was 

launched to drive action on reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions. It was launched 

with support from the European Union. 

 

International Methane Emissions 

Observatory (IMEO) – 

 It was launched because Methane is 

one among the most dangerous gases 

for climate. 

 IMEO will monitor the methane 

emission through satellite. 

 Observatory will produce a global 

public dataset of empirically verified 

methane emissions. 

 It will initially focus on the fossil fuel 

sector, as it is responsible for one-third 

of anthropogenic emissions. This 

sector has the highest potential for 

reductions. 

 

The IMEO will integrate data from four streams 

namely - Direct measurement data from 

scientific studies, Remote sensing data, 

National inventories and Reporting from the 

Oil & Gas. 

               It will monitor the commitments of 

around 30 countries that have joined Global 

Methane Pledge initiative by United States and 

European Union. This initiative was launched 

with the aim of cutting methane emissions by 

30% by 2030. 

It will also help in improving the accuracy and 

public transparency of human-caused 

methane emissions. 

 

CLIMATE RISKS REMAIN EVEN IF WORLD 

LIMITS WARMING TO 1.5°C 

 

Even if the world limits warming to 1.5°C, many 

climate risks remain and will be irreversible, a 

latest UNEP report released on November 4 

said, while warning that the gap between costs 

of adaptation and the current financial flow is 

widening. 

'The Adaptation Gap Report 2021: The 

Gathering Storm' released by the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

during the ongoing COP26 at Glasgow said at 

the current 1.1°C warming, the world has 

witnessed climate-related devastation in 2021 

ranging from floods in Europe and China, 

heatwaves in Pacific North West, wildfires in 

Greece and floods and monsoon variabilities in 

India. 

“While strong mitigation is the best way to 

lower impacts and long-term costs, raising 

ambition in adaptation, in particular for 

financing and implementation, is critical to 

keep existing gaps from widening,” it said. 

The report found that the costs of adaptation 

are likely in the higher end of an estimated 

$140-300 billion per year by 2030 and $280-

500 billion per year by 2050 for developing 

countries only. 
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“Climate finance flowing to developing 

countries for mitigation and adaptation 

planning and implementation reached $79.6 

billion in 2019. Overall, estimated adaptation 

costs in developing countries are five to 10 

times greater than current public adaptation 

finance flows, and the gap is widening,” the 

report said. 

Even if we were to turn off the tap on 

greenhouse gas emissions today, the impacts 

of climate change would be with us for many 

decades to come, the report said. 

We need a step change in adaptation ambition 

for funding and implementation to significantly 

reduce damages and losses from climate 

change. 

It said that $16.7 trillion of fiscal stimulus has 

been deployed around the globe, but only a 

small portion of this funding has targeted 

adaptation.“ Fewer than one-third of 66 

countries studied had explicitly funded COVID-

19 measures to address climate risks as of June 

2021. 

                   

                  At the same time, the heightened 

cost of servicing debt, combined with 

decreased government revenues, may hamper 

future government spending on adaptation, 

particularly in developing countries. 

While most countries went back to pre-

pandemic trends, China’s pollution increase 

was mostly responsible for worldwide figures 

bouncing back to 2019 levels rather than 

dropping significantly below them. File. 

It, however, said that there was some progress 

in planning and implementation. 

“While early evidence suggests that National 

Adaptation Plan development processes have 

been disrupted by COVID-19, progress is being 

made on national adaptation planning 

agendas. 

“Around 79% of countries have adopted at 

least one national-level adaptation planning 

instrument, such as a plan, strategy, policy or 

law. This is an increase of seven per cent since 

2020,” the report said. 

                                          Nine per cent of 

countries that do not have such an instrument 

in place are in the process of developing one, 

the report said, adding that at least 65% of the 

countries have one or more sectoral plans in 

place, and at least 26% have one or more sub-

national planning instruments, it said. 

 

Key takeaways from COP26 and what the 

Glasgow Climate Pact is all about 

 

After two weeks of hard negotiations with 

governments squabbling over provisions on 

phasing out coal, cutting greenhouse gas 

emissions and providing money to the poor 

world, the annual climate change summit 

came to an end with the adoption of a weaker-

than-expected agreement called the Glasgow 

Climate Pact. 

 

While most countries insisted that the 

agreement was an important, though small, 

step in keeping alive the hopes of achieving the 

1.5-degree Celsius temperature goal, 

observers and civil society groups saw it as a 

missed opportunity to enhance global climate 

action. 

 

The Glasgow meeting was the 26th session of 

the Conference of Parties to the UN 

Framework Convention on Climate Change, or 

COP26. These meetings are held every year to 

construct a global response to climate change. 

Each of these meetings produce a set of 

decisions which are given different names. In 

the current case, this has been called the 

Glasgow Climate Pact. 

 

The main task for COP26 was to finalise the 

rules and procedures for implementation of 
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the Paris Agreement. Most of these rules had 

been finalized by 2018, but a few provisions, 

like the one relating to creation of new carbon 

markets, had remained unresolved. However, 

due to clear evidence of worsening of the 

climate crisis in the six years since the Paris 

Agreement was finalized, host country United 

Kingdom was keen to ensure that Glasgow, 

instead of becoming merely a “procedural” 

COP, was a turning point in enhancing climate 

actions. The effort was to push for an 

agreement that could put the world on a 1.5-

degree Celsius pathway, instead of the 2-

degree Celsius trajectory which is the main 

objective of the Paris Agreement. 

 

Hence, more than 100 heads of states and 

governments were invited to attend the 

meeting and lend their political weight behind 

the process. So many leaders have assembled 

on only two earlier occasions, at the climate 

meetings in Copenhagen in 2009 and Paris in 

2015. On both those occasions, the COPs were 

aiming to deliver a major agreement. 

Copenhagen had failed in that, but Paris had 

succeeded. 

Glasgow did benefit from the presence as 

many of them also announced new and 

enhanced climate actions. However, the final 

agreement was a mixed bag, as most such 

pacts invariably are. 

 

What was achieved 

 

Mitigation: The Glasgow agreement has 

emphasised that stronger action in the current 

decade was most critical to achieving the 1.5-

degree target. Accordingly, it has: 

1. Asked countries to strengthen their 

2030 climate action plans, or NDCs 

(nationally-determined contributions), 

by next year 

2. Established a work programme to 

urgently scale-up mitigation ambition 

and implementation 

3. Decided to convene an annual meeting 

of ministers to raise ambition of 2030 

climate actions 

4. Called for an annual synthesis report 

on what countries were doing 

5. Requested the UN Secretary General 

to convene a meeting of world leaders 

in 2023 to scale-up ambition of climate 

action 

6. Asked countries to make efforts to 

reduce usage of coal as a source of 

fuel, and abolish “inefficient” subsidies 

on fossil fuels 

7. Has called for a phase-down of coal, 

and phase-out of fossil fuels. This is the 

first time that coal has been explicitly 

mentioned in any COP decision. It also 

led to big fracas at the end, with a 

group of countries led by India and 

China forcing an amendment to the 

word “phase-out” in relation to coal 

changed to “phase-down”. The initial 

language on this provision was much 

more direct. It called on all parties to 

accelerate phase-out of coal and fossil 

fuel subsidies. It was watered down in 

subsequent drafts to read phase-out of 

“unabated” coal power and 

“inefficient” fossil fuel subsidies. But 

even this was not liking to the 

developing countries who then got it 

changed to “phase down unabated 

coal power and phase out inefficient 

fossil fuel subsidies while providing 

targeted support to the poorest and 

the most vulnerable in line with 

national circumstances…”. Despite the 

dilution, the inclusion of language on 

reduction of coal power is being seen 

as a significant movement forward. 
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Adaptation: Most of the countries, especially 

the smaller and poorer ones, and the small 

island states, consider adaptation to be the 

most important component of climate action. 

These countries, due to their lower capacities, 

are already facing the worst impacts of climate 

change, and require immediate money, 

technology and capacity building for their 

adaptation activities. As such, the Glasgow 

Climate Pact has: 

1. Asked the developed countries to at 

least double the money being 

provided for adaptation by 2025 from 

the 2019 levels. In 2019, about $15 

billion was made available for 

adaptation that was less than 20 per 

cent of the total climate finance flows. 

Developing countries have been 

demanding that at least half of all 

climate finance should be directed 

towards adaptation efforts. 

2. Created a two-year work programme 

to define a global goal on adaptation. 

The Paris Agreement has a global goal 

on mitigation — reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions deep enough to keep 

the temperature rise within 2 degree 

Celsius of pre-industrial times. A 

similar global goal on adaptation has 

been missing, primarily because of the 

difficulty in defining such a target. 

Unlike mitigation efforts that bring 

global benefits, the benefits from 

adaptation are local or regional. There 

are no uniform global criteria against 

which adaptation targets can be set 

and measured. However, this has been 

a long-pending demand of developing 

countries and the Paris Agreement 

also asks for defining such a goal. 

 

Finance: Every climate action has financial 

implications. It is now estimated that trillions 

of dollars are required every year to fund all 

the actions necessary to achieve the climate 

targets. But money has been in short supply. 

Developed countries are under an obligation, 

due to their historical responsibility in emitting 

greenhouse gases, to provide finance and 

technology to the developing nations to help 

them deal with climate change. In 2009, 

developed countries had promised to mobilise 

at least $100 billion every year from 2020. This 

promise was reaffirmed during the Paris 

Agreement, which also asked the developed 

countries to scale up this amount from 2025. 

The 2020 deadline has long passed but the 

$100 billion promise has not been fulfilled. The 

developed nations have now said that they will 

arrange this amount by 2023. 

 

What does the Glasgow Agreement say? 

A deal aimed at staving off dangerous climate 

change has been struck at the COP26 summit 

in Glasgow. The pact has: 

1. Expressed “deep regrets” over the 

failure of the developed countries to 

deliver on their $100 billion promise. It 

has asked them to arrange this money 

urgently and in every year till 2025 

2. Initiated discussions on setting the 

new target for climate finance, beyond 

$100 billion for the post-2025 period 

3. Asked the developed countries to 

provide transparent information about 

the money they plan to provide. 

 

Loss and Damage: The frequency of climate 

disasters has been rising rapidly, and many of 

these cause largescale devastation. The worst 

affected are the poor and small countries, and 

the island states. There is no institutional 

mechanism to compensate these nations for 

the losses, or provide them help in the form of 
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relief and rehabilitation. The loss and damage 

provision in the Paris Agreement seeks to 

address that. 

 

Introduced eight years ago in Warsaw, the 

provision hasn’t received much attention at 

the COPs, mainly because it was seen as an 

effort requiring huge sums of money. 

However, the affected countries have been 

demanding some meaningful action on this 

front. Thanks to a push from many nations, 

substantive discussions on loss and damage 

could take place in Glasgow. One of the earlier 

drafts included a provision for setting up of a 

facility to coordinate loss and damage 

activities. However, the final agreement, which 

has acknowledged the problem and dealt with 

the subject at substantial length, has only 

established a “dialogue” to discuss 

arrangements for funding of such activities. 

This is being seen as a major let-down. 

 

Carbon Markets: Carbon markets facilitate the 

trading of emission reductions. Such a market 

allows countries, or industries, to earn carbon 

credits for the emission reductions they make 

in excess of their targets. These carbon credits 

can be traded to the highest bidder in 

exchange of money. The buyers of carbon 

credits can show the emission reductions as 

their own and use them to meet their 

reduction targets. Carbon markets are 

considered a very important and effective 

instrument to reduce overall emissions. 

A carbon market existed under Kyoto Protocol 

but is no longer there because the Protocol 

itself expired last year. A new market under 

Paris Agreement is yet to become functional. 

Developing countries like India, China or Brazil 

have large amounts of carbon credits left over 

because of the lack of demand as many 

countries abandoned their emission reduction 

targets. The developing countries wanted their 

unused carbon credits to be transitioned to the 

new market, something that the developed 

nations had been opposing on the grounds that 

the quality of these credits — the question 

whether these credits represent actual 

emission reductions — was a suspect. A 

deadlock over this had been holding up the 

finalisation of the rules and procedures of the 

Paris Agreement. 

The Glasgow Pact has offered some reprieve to 

the developing nations. It has allowed these 

carbon credits to be used in meeting countries’ 

first NDC targets. These cannot be used for 

meeting targets in subsequent NDCs. That 

means, if a developed country wants to buy 

these credits to meet its own emission 

reduction targets, it can do so till 2025. Most 

countries have presented climate targets for 

2025 in their first NDCs. 

 

The resolution of the deadlock over carbon 

markets represents one of the major successes 

of COP26. 

 

Parallel Processes 

A lot of substantial action in Glasgow 

happened in parallel processes that were not a 

part of the official COP discussions. The 

announcements made by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi about increased climate action 

from India fall in this category. These do not 

form part of the final agreed outcome, but 

Glasgow can certainly claim credit for 

facilitating these actions. 

1. India announced a Panchamitra (a 

mixture of five elements) of climate 

actions. It raised the targets for two of 

its existing climate targets, announced 

two new ones, and also promised to 

turn net-zero by the year 2070. India’s 

new commitments created the 

maximum buzz on the first two days of 

the Glasgow meeting. 
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2. Several other countries also 

announced enhanced climate actions. 

Brazil, for example, said it would 

advance its net-zero target year from 

2060 to 2050. China promised to come 

out with a detailed roadmap for its 

commitment to let emissions peak in 

2030, and also for its 2060 net-zero 

target. Israel announced a net zero 

target for 2050. 

3. Over 100 countries pledged to reduce 

methane emissions by at least 30 per 

cent from present levels by 2030. 

Methane is a dangerous greenhouse 

gas, with a global warming potential 

nearly 80 times that of carbon dioxide 

over a 20-year time period. This 

pledge, if achieved, is estimated to 

avoid about 0.2-degree Celsius 

temperature rise by the middle of the 

century. The methane pledge is being 

seen as one of the biggest successes at 

COP26. 

4. Another set of over 100 countries 

promised to arrest and reverse 

deforestation by 2030. 

5. Over 30 countries signed on to a 

declaration promising to work towards 

a transition to 100 per cent zero-

emission cars by the year 2040, at least 

in the leading car markets of the world. 

 

GLOBAL NUTRITION REPORT 2021 

 

o India has made no progress on 

anaemia and childhood wasting 

according to the 2021 Global Nutrition 

Report (GNR, 2021) released recently. 

o The country featured among the 161 

countries documented in the report as 

having made no progress or said to be 

worsening with regards to reducing 

anaemia. 

o The report adds that while India is on 

course to meet three targets for 

maternal, infant and young child 

nutrition (MIYCN), no progress has 

been made towards achieving the 

target of reducing anaemia among 

women of reproductive age. 

Since 2016, there has been a rise in anaemic 

Indian women. In 2016, 52.6 per cent of Indian 

women were anaemic. 

                                  But in 2020, 53 per cent 

were found to be anaemic. And while the 

country is ‘on course’ to meet the target for 

stunting, around 34.7 per cent of children 

under 5 years of age are still affected by it. 

                                       This is higher than the 

average for the Asia region at 21.8 per cent. 

 

India is also among 23 countries that have 

made no progress or are worsening on 

reducing ‘childhood wasting’. 

                       Over 17 per cent of Indian 

children under 5 years of age are affected. This 

figure is much higher than the average for Asia 

where close to 9 per cent children are affected. 

                            India is ‘off-course’ in meeting 

many global nutrition targets, according to the 

report. 

          India is also among 105 countries that are 

‘on course’ to meet the target for ‘childhood 

overweight’ and among 53 countries ‘on 

course’ to meet the target for ‘exclusive breast 

feeding’. 

                About 58 per cent of infants in the age 

group 0-5 months are exclusively breastfed in 

the country. 

 

OMICRON NEW VARIANT OF CONCERN 

 

World Health Organisation (WHO) designated 

this variant, B.1.1.529, as a “VARIANT OF 

CONCERN (VOC)”, and given it the name 

OMICRON. 
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The term variant of concern for severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 is a 

category used when mutations in the spike 

protein receptor binding domain substantially 

increase binding affinity in RBD-hACE2 

complex, while also being linked to rapid 

spread in human populations. 

 

The B.1.1.529 variant was first reported to 

WHO from South Africa on 24 November 2021. 

The epidemiological situation in South Africa 

has been characterized by three distinct peaks 

in reported cases, the latest of which was 

predominantly the Delta variant. 

 

The variant, was detected in two more 

countries, Israel and Belgium. Botswana and 

Hong Kong are the other countries where the 

variant has been found. 

 

The WHO said about 100 genome sequences of 

the variant have been reported so far. Many of 

the infected people were fully vaccinated, with 

at least one person in Israel having also 

received a third, booster, dose of vaccine. 

 

This variant has a number of mutations, some 

of which are concerning. Preliminary evidence 

suggests an increased risk of reinfection with 

this variant, as compared to other VOCs. 

 

The Delta variant, first discovered in India late 

last year, has been the deadliest variant of 

SARS-CoV2 on all these three counts till now. It 

is the dominant variant now in most regions, 

and is the reason behind the deadly second 

wave in India, and the ongoing surge in Europe 

and a few other regions. 

 

The next two to three weeks were a CRUCIAL 

PERIOD FOR INDIA, during which the genomic 

surveillance – the analysis of gene sequences – 

of the virus also needed to be stepped up 

significantly. 

 

 

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 
 

CASH WITH PUBLIC RISING, AT ALL-TIME 

HIGH 

Currency with public has continued to rise 

even five years after the government 

announced demonetisation on November 8, 

2016. 

With cash remaining the preferred mode of 

payment, currency with public for the fortnight 

ended October 8, 2021 stood at a record high 

of Rs 28.30 lakh crore — up 57.48 per cent, or 

Rs 10.33 lakh crore, from a level of Rs 17.97 

lakh crore on November 4, 2016. Cash with 

public has shot up 211 per cent from Rs 9.11 

lakh crore, recorded on November 25, 2016. 

According to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

data, for the fortnight ended October 23, 2020, 

the currency with public rose by Rs 15,582 

crore ahead of the Diwali festival. It rose by 8.5 

per cent, or Rs 2.21 lakh crore, on a year-on-

year basis. 

After Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 notes were 

withdrawn in November 2016, currency with 

the public, which stood at Rs 17.97 lakh crore 

on November 4, 2016, declined to Rs 7.8 lakh 

crore in January 2017. 

Cash in the system has been steadily rising, 

even though the government and the RBI have 

pushed for a “less cash society”, digitisation of 

payments and imposed restrictions on the use 

of cash in various transactions. 

The jump was primarily driven by a rush for 

cash by the public in 2020 as the government 
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announced stringent lockdown to tackle the 

spread of the Covid pandemic. 

As per the RBI’s definition, currency with public 

is arrived at after deducting cash with banks 

from total currency in circulation (CIC). CIC 

refers to cash or currency within a country that 

is physically used to conduct transactions 

between consumers and businesses. 

The cash in circulation to GDP ratio has been 

10-12 per cent till about FY20. However, post 

the covid-19 pandemic and due to the growth 

of cash in the ecosystem, CIC to GDP is 

expected to inch up to 14 per cent by FY25. The 

RBI’s own view of CIC suggests that there is 

little or no correlation between CIC and digital 

payment penetrations and that CIC will grow in 

line with nominal GDP. 

Although digital payments have been growing 

gradually in recent years, both in value and 

volume terms across countries, the data 

suggests that during the same time currency in 

circulation to GDP ratio has increased in 

consonance with the overall economic growth, 

according to an RBI study on digital payments. 

During the festival season, the cash demand 

remains high as a large number of merchants 

still depend on cash payments for end-to-end 

transactions. Cash remains a major mode of 

transaction with about 15 crore people not 

having a bank account. Moreover, 90 per cent 

of e-commerce transactions use cash as a 

mode of payment in tier four cities compared 

to 50 per cent in tier one cities. 

 

What are the two initiatives of the RBI that 

PM Modi has launched? 

Prime Minister Narendra launched two 

customer-centric initiatives of the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI) — the RBI Retail Direct 

Scheme and the Integrated Ombudsman 

Scheme. With this, India has opened up the 

government bond market for retail investors. 

“RBI has been leveraging technology & 

innovation for enhancing the efficiency of its 

services. RBI’s developmental role is focused 

on further deepening of financial inclusion and 

undertaking people centric initiatives,” RBI 

Governor Shaktikanta Das, who was also 

present during the virtual launch of the 

scheme said. 

RBI Retail Direct Scheme 

The scheme allows retail investors to buy and 

sell government securities (G-Sec) online, both 

in the primary and secondary markets. 

According to details provided by RBI, these 

small investors can now invest in G-Secs by 

opening a gilt securities account with the RBI. 

The account opened will be called Retail Direct 

Gilt (RDG) Account. 

According to notification issued by the RBI, a 

retail investor can open the RDG account if 

they have following — a Rupee savings bank 

account maintained in India, PAN card, any 

official valid document such as Aadhaar, Voter 

ID for KYC purpose, a valid email ID and a 

registered mobile number. 

Participation and allotment of securities will be 

as per the non-competitive scheme. Only one 

bid per security is permitted. On submission of 

the bid, the total amount payable will be 

displayed. Payment to the 

aggregator/receiving office can be made 

through using the net-banking or UPI facility 

from the linked bank account, whereby funds 

will be debited at the time of submission of 

bids on the portal. 

Registered investors can access the secondary 

market transaction link on the online portal to 
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buy or sell government securities through NDS-

OM. 

For buying of government bonds, payment can 

be made through either of the following ways: 

before start of trading hours or during the day, 

the investor should transfer funds to the 

designated account of CCIL (Clearing 

Corporation of India NDS-OM). Based on the 

actual transfer/success message, a funding 

limit (buying limit) will be given for placing the 

‘Buy’ orders. At the end of the trading session, 

any excess funds lying to the credit of the 

investor will be refunded. 

RBI Integrated Ombudsman Scheme 

This will help in improving the grievance 

redress mechanism for resolving customer 

complaints against RBI’s regulated entities. 

According to the PMO, the scheme is based on 

“One Nation-One Ombudsman” with one 

portal, one email, and one address for the 

customers to lodge their complaints. 

Customers will be able to file complaints, 

submit documents, track status, and give 

feedback through a single email address. There 

will also be a multilingual toll-free number that 

will provide all relevant information on 

grievance redress. 

Now, there will be a single point of reference 

for customers to file their complaints, submit 

the documents, track status, and provide 

feedback.  Under this scheme, there will be a 

multilingual toll-free number that will provide 

all relevant information on grievance redress 

and assistance for filing complaints. The 

redressal will continue to be cost-free for 

customers of banks and members of the 

public. 

 

 

Importance of the schemes 

The move comes at a time when rising inflation 

adds pressure on the RBI to lift rates. Tighter 

monetary policy is likely to weaken the 

demand for bonds, making it challenging for 

the government to execute its near-record 

borrowing program. Other emerging-market 

nations in Asia, like the Philippines, have also 

sought to raise funds from citizens to battle the 

pandemic. 

Yields on India’s benchmark 10-year 

government bonds have risen in the past five 

months amid surging crude oil prices. They 

eased in November after the Narendra Modi-

led government cut tax on retail fuels. 

 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

WHAT IS LEONIDS METEOR SHOWER? 

The annual Leonids Meteor Shower has begun. 

This year’s shower is active between 

November 6 and 30, with peak activity 

expected on November 17. 

The peak time of a meteor shower comes 

when the Earth passes through the densest 

part of the debris. On November 17, bits of the 

cosmic debris will appear to viewers from 

Earth like a display of fireworks in the sky. 

 

The debris that forms this meteor shower 

originates from a small comet called 
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55P/Tempel-Tuttle in the constellation Leo, 

which takes 33 years to orbit the sun. 

The Leonids are considered to be a major 

shower that features the fastest meteors, 

which typically travel at speeds of 71 km per 

second, although the rates are often as low as 

15 meteors per hour, NASA notes. 

The Leonids are also called fireballs and 

earthgazer meteors. 

Fireballs, because of their bright colours, and 

earthgazer, because they streak close to the 

horizon. The light—which is why a meteor is 

called a shooting star — is a result of the 

friction between the meteorite and the 

molecules present in the Earth’s atmosphere 

because of which it burns. 

Every 33 years, a Leonid shower turns into a 

meteor storm, which is when hundreds to 

thousands of meteors can be seen every hour. 

A meteor storm should have at least 1,000 

meteors per hour. In 1966, a Leonid storm 

offered views of thousands of meteors that fell 

through the Earth’s atmosphere per minute 

during a period of 15 minutes, NASA notes. The 

last such storm took place in 2002. 

The showers are visible on any cloudless night 

when the Moon is not very bright. Ideally, the 

viewing location should have no light pollution; 

the farther away from cities the better. 

 

CABINET APPROVES CONTINUATION OF O-

SMART 

Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 

chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

approved the continuation of umbrella scheme 

called “Ocean Services, Modelling, 

Application, Resources and Technology (O-

SMART)” for the period of 2021-26. 

The O-SMART scheme comprises of seven sub-

schemes: 

• Ocean Technology 

• Ocean Modelling and Advisory 

Services (OMAS) 

• Ocean Observation Network 

(OON) 

• Ocean Non-Living Resources 

• Marine Living Resources and 

Ecology (MLRE) 

• Coastal Research 

• Operation and Maintenance of 

Research Vessels. 

All of the sub-schemes are being implemented 

by autonomous institutes of the Ministry of 

Earth Sciences. 

 

O-SMART scheme 

The O-SMART is a government scheme, 

launched on August 29, 2018 with the aim of 

promoting ocean research and setting early 

warning weather systems. It also aims to 

address ocean development activities like 

technology, services, science, resources, and 

observations. This scheme is implemented by 

Ministry of Earth Sciences. 

 

The objectives of the O-SMART scheme 

include: 

 To provide forecast & services based 

on continuous observation of oceans, 

 To develop technologies & exploratory 

surveys to harness ocean resources 

sustainably. 

 To promote front-ranking research in 

ocean sciences. 
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GLIMPSES OF HISTORY 
 

Pride of India:  Bhagwan Birsa Munda 

As India celebrates Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 

one name stands tall among the galaxy of stars 

who fearlessly worked for the freedom of the 

motherland against the oppressive British Raj 

— Bhagwan Birsa Munda. Birsa Munda lived a 

short — just 25 years — but valiant life. His life 

story, full of gallant efforts to fight injustice and 

oppression, represents a strong voice of 

resistance against colonialism. 

Born on November 15, 1875, in Ulihatu village 

in present-day Jharkhand, Birsa spent his 

childhood in abject poverty in a tribal Munda 

family. This was the time when the exploitative 

Raj started penetrating the deep jungles of 

Central and Eastern India, disrupting tribals 

living in harmony with nature. The Britisher 

introduced a feudal zamindari system in the 

Chhota Nagpur region, destroying the tribal 

“Khuntkatti” agrarian system. The Raj brought 

in the outsiders — moneylenders and 

contractors, as well as feudal landlords — who 

aided the British in their exploitation. The 

unrelenting missionary activity continued with 

the active support of the Raj, insulting and 

interfering with the religious-cultural ethos of 

Adivasis. 

Young Birsa grew up watching all this and 

began to understand how these colonial forces 

and the dikus (outsiders, enemies) worked 

against the interests of the local people. This 

firmed up his resolve to fight this unholy nexus. 

During the 1880s, Birsa closely witnessed the 

Sardari Larai movement in the region, which 

demanded the restoration of tribal rights 

through non-violent methods like sending 

petitions to the Raj. However, the oppressive 

colonial regime paid no heed to these 

demands. The zamindari system soon reduced 

the tribals from the status of landowners to 

that of labourers. The feudal setup intensified 

the forced labour (veth bigari) in the forested 

tribal areas. The exploitation of tribals now 

reached a breaking point. 

This culminated in Birsa taking up the cause of 

Adivasis. He shed new light on the religious 

domain. He stood firm against missionaries 

who were belittling tribal life and culture. At 

the same time, Birsa worked to refine and 

reform religious practices, discouraged many 

superstitious rites. He brought in new tenets, 

prayers and worked to restore tribal pride. 

Birsa impressed upon the Adivasis the 

importance of “sirmare firun raja jai” or 

“victory to the ancestral king” — thus invoking 

the sovereignty of the tribals’ ancestral 

autonomous control over the land. Birsa 

became a mass leader and began to be 

considered as Bhagwan and Dharati Aba by his 

followers. 

Birsa knew who the real enemy was — in 

addition to the dikus, it was the oppressive Raj. 

He was clear that “abua raj setar jana, 

maharani raj tundu jana” (let the kingdom of 

the Queen end and our kingdom be 

established). Bhagwan Birsa ignited the minds 

of the masses. The Mundas, Oraons, other 

Adivasis and non-Adivasis responded to his call 

and joined the “Ulgulan” or revolt against the 

colonial masters and exploitative dikus. Birsa 

asked the people not to pay any rent, and 

attacked the outposts of feudal, missionary 

and colonial authorities. With traditional bows 

and arrows, the tribals of Central and Eastern 

India waged an effective armed resistance 

against the British. In doing so, however, Birsa 

was careful that only the real exploiters were 

attacked, and the common people were not 

troubled. Birsa became an image of vitality and 

divinity. Soon, he was captured by British 
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police and lodged in jail, where he died in 

captivity on June 9, 1900. But Bhagwan Birsa 

Munda’s spirited struggle did not go in vain. It 

compelled the British to take cognisance of the 

plight and exploitation of tribals, and bring in 

the Chhota Nagpur Tenancy Act of 1908 for 

their protection. This Act restricted the 

transfer of tribal land to non-tribals, giving 

Adivasis a huge relief and became a landmark 

legislation for the protection of tribal rights. 

The British regime also took steps to abolish 

Veth Bigari or forced labour. 

Bhagwan Birsa Munda continues to inspire 

millions of Indians, 121 years after his death. 

He is an icon of valour, courage and leadership. 

He was a leader who took great pride in his rich 

culture and great traditions, but at the same 

time, did not shy away from reforming his own 

faith wherever necessary. 

He is one of the tallest icons of our freedom 

movement. India’s freedom struggle was 

strengthened by several tribal communities 

such as Mundas, Oraons, Santhals, Tamars, 

Kols, Bhils, Khasis, Koyas and Mizos, to name a 

few. The revolutionary movements and 

struggles organised by tribal communities 

were marked by their immense courage and 

supreme sacrifice and inspired Indians all over 

the country. 

As part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, for the 

first time, the tribal pride and contribution is 

being given a fitting tribute , by celebrating a 

JanJatiya Gaurav Divas, on 15th November 

every year, on the birth anniversary of 

Bhagwan Birsa Munda. 

On this Jan Jatiya Gaurav Divas , let us 

remember and recognise the efforts of India’s 

tribal people  for preservation of cultural 

heritage and promotion of Indian values of 

valour, hospitality and national pride. 

 

OBSERVANCES OF THE 

MONTH 
 

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION 

OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

International Day for the Elimination of 

Violence against Women is observed every 

year on 25 November.  On this day women are 

made aware of their rights.  The United Nations 

(UNO) this year has joined hands with women 

as well as survivors, activists, decision makers.  

At the same time, according to the data, there 

has been an increase in the crime of women 

and domestic violence in the environment of 

covid-19.   

 

THEME 

This year's theme is “Orange the world: End 

violence against women now!” Nearly 1 in 3 

women have been abused in their lifetime. In 

times of crises, the numbers rise, as seen 

during the COVID-19 pandemic and recent 

humanitarian crises, conflicts and climate 

disasters. 

A new report from UN Women, based on data 

from 13 countries since the pandemic, shows 

that 2 in 3 women reported that they or a 

woman they know experienced some form of 

violence and are more likely to face food 

insecurity. Only 1 in 10 women said that 

victims would go to the police for help. 
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While pervasive, gender-based violence is not 

inevitable. It can and must be prevented. 

Stopping this violence starts with believing 

survivors, adopting comprehensive and 

inclusive approaches that tackle the root 

causes, transform harmful social norms, and 

empower women and girls. With survivor-

centred essential services across policing, 

justice, health, and social sectors, and 

sufficient financing for the women’s rights 

agenda, we can end gender-based violence. To 

raise awareness, this year's theme is "Orange 

the World: End Violence against Women 

Now!". 

HISTORY 

The Declaration on the Elimination of Violence 

Against Women issued by the United Nations 

General Assembly in the year 1993 defines 

violence against women.  An act of gender-

based violence that results in physical, sexual 

or psychological harm or suffering to women, 

including the threat, coercion or arbitrary 

deprivation of rights and freedoms by such acts 

in public or private life. 

IMPORTANCE OF THIS DAY 

However, the covid-19 crisis continues to grow 

and the need for a global collective effort to 

stop it is being emphasized.  The corona virus 

has raised concerns about health services.  At 

the same time, women have had to be victims 

of domestic violence in this period. Hence 

essential services like domestic violence 

shelters and helplines have been provided.  

The United Nations General Assembly has 

given timely information to women to deal 

with violence during covid-19.  Domestic 

violence has increased during the pandemic in 

many countries.  At the same time, the UNITE 

organization of the Joint General Secretary also 

talks about the women's side.  It eradicates 

violence against women and girls. 

NATIONAL MILK DAY 

All the dairy majors of India along with Indian 

Dairy Association resolved in 2014, to observe 

National Milk Day on November 26, to pay 

tribute to Dr. Verghese Kurien. November 26 is 

the birthday of Dr Kurien. He is known as 

‘Father of the White Revolution’ in India. He 

led Operation Flood, which is the largest 

agricultural dairy development programme 

worldwide. This operation made India the 

largest milk producer of the world, from a milk-

deficient country. 

Dr Kurien played a significant role in formation 

of Amul. He is the founder chairman of Gujarat 

cooperative milk marketing federation, is the 

man behind the success of AMUL. 

Objective:- 

 The National Milk Day is observed with 

the objective of providing information 

regarding the need and importance of 

milk in human’s life. 

 Milk is the first food that a child 

consumes after the birth. It is perhaps 

the food consumed throughout life. 

OPERATION FLOOD 

Operation Flood is the program that led to 

"White Revolution." It created a national milk 

grid linking producers throughout India to 

consumers in over 700 towns and cities and 

reducing seasonal and regional price variations 

while ensuring that producers get a major 

share of the profit by eliminating the 

middlemen. At the bedrock of Operation Flood 

stands the village milk producers' co-

operatives, which procure milk and provide 

inputs and services, making modern 

management and technology available to all 

the members. 

Operation Flood's objectives included:- 
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o Increase in milk production 

o Augmented rural incomes 

o Fair prices for consumers 

o Increased income and reduced poverty 

among participating farmers while 

ensuring steady supply of milk in 

return 

 

THE IDEAS EXPLAINED 
 

What India must do to follow through on 

COP26 commitments 

After weeks of tough talk, few expected India 

to lead from the front on the opening day of 

the COP26 climate conference in Glasgow. And 

yet it did. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

announcement — a series of ambitious short-

term climate targets, and a pledge to hit net-

zero emissions by 2070 — was a welcome 

surprise. 

The announcement cements India’s important 

position in the climate fight. Despite being 

responsible for a relatively small share of 

historical emissions, India is now the world’s 

third-biggest emitter, behind only China and 

the US. With one-sixth of humanity and 

millions yet to be lifted from poverty, what 

India does on climate will inevitably shape the 

world’s trajectory. 

Against this backdrop, net-zero by 2070 may 

seem a long way off. But the near-term targets 

that underpin the headline figure matter far 

more. For one, there is the target to increase 

clean energy capacity to 500 GW by 2030, up 

from just under 100GW today. The aim is to 

have solar; wind and other renewables meet 

50 per cent of India’s electricity needs by 2030. 

This would mean adding nearly twice what the 

EU achieved in 2020 renewable capacity 

additions, annually, for the rest of the decade. 

India also wants to cut the “carbon intensity” 

of its economy — the amount of emissions per 

unit of economic activity — by 45 per cent by 

2030 against a 2005 baseline. This will mean 

mirroring the progress that countries like the 

UK have achieved on decoupling GDP growth 

from emissions, but doing so at a far earlier 

stage in the country’s development. 

None of this will be easy, but the goals point to 

a quiet revolution in India’s climate ambitions. 

According to BloombergNEF, fossil-fuel power 

generation may have already peaked, and the 

new renewable capacity goals would slash 

power sector emissions faster than expected 

by the end of the decade. The logic of green 

development — of doing things right the first 

time round, rather than attempting to 

“transition” belatedly and at immense cost — 

has clearly taken root among key decision-

makers. 

Beyond the economic imperative, India’s sheer 

vulnerability to climate change may have 

played a part. Events such as the recent floods 

in Kerala and Uttarakhand reveal how climate 

impacts are taking their toll on lives and the 

economy. Drought, heat stress and flooding 

are only expected to increase in the coming 

decades. More than four in five Indians live in 

climate-vulnerable districts, according to a 

recently released study by the Council on 

Energy, Environment, and Water, and 

McKinsey estimates that up to 200 million 

Indians could experience lethal heat at least 

once a year by 2030. 

To meet the challenge at hand, we see three 

guiding principles that could help bring this 

week’s bold pledges to life. 

First, India must combine emissions reductions 

with climate adaptation, embedding 

environmental justice for people and nature. 

Justice will involve strengthening a suite of 
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social protection programmes, especially for 

those facing growing rural distress, and 

investing in disaster preparedness as extreme 

weather becomes more common. Inspired by 

civic movements of the 20th century, India can 

build climate vocabularies and actions for 

citizens so they can be agents of change, and 

protect those who speak up for environmental 

justice. 

Nature can be an ally in all of this. India’s 

remarkable range of habitats, from the 

snowline to the coastline, play varied roles, 

including capturing carbon from the 

atmosphere, reducing vulnerability to climate-

induced disasters, and providing livelihoods. 

Unfortunately, unfettered development is 

accentuating climate vulnerabilities, especially 

in eco-sensitive areas. When considering 

biodiversity collapse and the climate crisis as 

mutually reinforcing issues, India must reverse 

the trend of diluting environmental laws and 

the rights of those who depend on nature, and 

instead rapidly build regulatory and 

enforcement capacity. India’s deep, spiritual 

bond with nature must be enshrined alongside 

technology solutions to combat the climate 

crisis. 

Second, corporate India has a vital role to play 

in complementing government policy. Much 

like how the independence movement 

galvanised home-grown industry around a 

shared vision, India Inc’s 21st century objective 

must be to foster innovative, inclusive green 

development. Swadeshi practices weren’t 

limited to the big players alone — today, 

MSMEs must accelerate their decarbonisation 

trajectories, too. Indian business houses must 

emulate global corporations in making science-

based net zero pledges and reporting their 

progress transparently. Every sector has a 

crucial part to play, from transportation to 

manufacturing, cement, and steel. Those who 

seize the decarbonisation opportunity will find 

both domestic success and competitive 

advantages in other markets pursuing green 

growth. 

Third, to deliver decarbonisation and 

development, India will need data and 

democratic deliberation. Building state 

capacity can help the country move from 

reactive decision-making to proactive planning 

and execution. But India will also require the 

analytical horsepower to craft and implement 

evidence-based policies. A Low-Carbon 

Development Commission supported by the 

overarching framework of a climate law, as 

proposed by the Centre for Policy Research, 

could play this role. Beyond stakeholder 

engagement, this would also foster 

coordinated climate governance across India’s 

institutional arrangement, which is currently 

scattered across a range of often siloed 

ministries, agencies and bodies. 

COP26 represents a bold step, but the devil is 

in the details. Following through on these 

commitments with transparent, credible 

action would allow India to demonstrate 

genuine climate leadership for the rest of the 

developing world, and secure a better, greener 

future for its citizens. 

 

India to be fastest growing economy in the 

world, Finance Ministry Report says 

Monthly report of Finance Ministry has 

claimed India to be the fastest growing 

economy in the world. In its October's edition, 

it said -"With India’s COVID-19 vaccination 

campaign crossing new milestones in rapid 

succession and teeming festivities lending 

renewed optimism to India’s ongoing 

economic recovery, further demand 

stimulation, fuller restoration of supply chains, 

narrowing of demand-supply mismatches and 
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greater employment generation, are in the 

offing. Atmanirbhar Bharat Mission 

encapsulating major structural reforms 

continues to play a critical role in shaping 

India’s economic recovery, both through the 

signalling of business opportunities and 

expansion of spending channels. Armed with 

necessary macro and micro growth drivers, the 

stage is set for India’s investment cycle to 

kickstart and catalyse its recovery towards 

becoming the fastest growing economy in the 

world!" 

Talking about the economic recovery, the 

report said, "India’s economic recovery 

gathered steam in the festive season, 

recording a decade high Diwali sales of Rs. 1.3 

lakh crore as per Confederation of All India 

Traders. Improving COVID-19 situation amid 

high business and consumer spirits has 

delivered sustained economic recovery in 

October, 2021 as well. The global economic 

recovery however continues to be impacted by 

prolonged supply constraints and input cost 

inflation. Yet IMF in its October, 2021 update 

foresees improved global growth prospects at 

5.8 per cent in 2021 and 4.9 per cent in 2022 

triggering a coterminous global trade growth, 

by volume, at 9.7 per cent and 6.7 per cent 

respectively. World Trade Organization’s 

October forecast also confirms favourable 

trade prospects underpinned by resurgence in 

global economic activity and vaccine 

dissemination. This augurs well for India’s 

export performance in the near future lending 

credence to IMF projecting India to become 

the fastest growing economy, among major 

countries, in the current and the following 

year."  

Agricultural Sector  

Agricultural sector continues its strong 

presence in economic recovery with higher 

acreage of Rabi sowing, improved reservoir 

levels, and adequate availability of fertilisers 

and seeds ensured by the Government. 

Sustained rise in Agri-exports, growing year-

on-year(YoY) by 22 per cent in Apr-Aug 2021, 

bespeaks government’s commitment to 

increasing farmers’ income. Rural demand 

remains upbeat with month-on-month (m-o-

m) improvement in tractor and two and three-

wheeler sales in September, 2021.   

Performance of Industries  

Industrial production expanded in August to 

reach 103 per cent of its pre-pandemic August 

2019 level with manufacturing witnessing full 

recovery in most of the use-based categories. 

On an encouraging note, capital goods 

category saw the sharpest rise portending a 

surge in investment. The eight-core industry 

output has now also crossed its pre-Covid level 

of September 2019 led by coal, natural gas, 

steel, cement and electricity. The recovery 

would have been greater but for heavy rains 

impacting construction, mining and electricity 

demand.   

Retail Inflation  

Retail inflation has now moderated to 4.4 per 

cent in September, 2021. However, core 

inflation remains sticky at 5.9 per cent driven 

mostly by continuous increase in international 

oil price. In the meantime, food inflation, 

which dropped to 30-month low in September, 

is set to further drive down retail inflation on 

the expectation of good Kharif production. On 

the other hand, core inflation, which reflects 

hardening of input costs and ripple effects of 

escalating global crude oil prices, poses 

concerns. Yet, these concerns have not 

embedded themselves in self-fulfilling 

inflationary expectations as seen in RBI’s 

inflation survey. Further, the recent cut in 

central excise duty on petrol and diesel prices 
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is expected to soften inflationary pressures 

exerted by rising crude oil prices. 

Exports  

The external sector continues to be a critical 

part of India’s economic revival with exports 

visibly emerging as an engine of growth. India’s 

merchandise exports in October, 2021 have 

now crossed the US$ 30 billion mark for the 

seventh consecutive month. With 

merchandize imports in FY 2021-22 until 

October, 2021 also crossing their pre-

pandemic 2019 levels, rapid recovery of 

domestic output is evident. FDI achieved the 

US$ 20 billion mark in the first five months of 

FY 22 as it did in FY 21. India’s foreign exchange 

reserves stood comfortably at US$ 640.1 billion 

as on October 22, 2021, providing cover for 

around 14 months of imports projected for 

2021-22. 

 

Teenage girl credited for Solar Ironing Cart 

exhorts the world to move towards clean 

energy during COP26 

A 15-year-old girl from Tamil Nadu, who was 

recognized Earth Day Network Rising Star 2021 

(USA) for her idea of ‘Solar Ironing Cart’, has 

exhorted the world to move towards clean 

energy during the recently concluded COP 26. 

Miss Vinisha Umashankar, a class 10 student 

from Tiruvannamalai district of Tamil Nadu 

who received the Dr APJ Abdul Kalam IGNITE 

Awards instituted by National Innovation 

Foundation (NIF) – India, an autonomous body 

of the Department of Science and Technology, 

Government of India for her mobile ironing 

cart, which uses solar panels to power a steam 

iron box is now an inspiration for the world for 

her speech at the 26th Conference of the 

Parties to the UN Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (31st Oct – 12th Nov) at 

Glasgow, Scotland. 

“I am not here to speak about the future, I am 

the future,” she said encouraging the world to 

move towards renewable energy and 

accelerating the journey which started with 

the innovation in 2019. The prototype of 

Vinisha’s mobile ironing cart which uses solar 

panels to power a steam iron box has been 

developed by National Innovation Foundation 

(NIF) – India in the year 2019. 

A key benefit of the solar ironing cart is that it 

eliminates the need for coal for ironing 

bringing about a welcome shift towards clean 

energy. End users can move around and offer 

services at doorstep for increasing their daily 

earning. The ironing cart can also be fitted with 

a coin-operated GSM PCO, USB charging points 

and mobile recharging which can fetch extra 

income. It is an ingenious solar-powered 

alternative for the millions of charcoal burning 

ironing carts for pressing clothes and can 

benefit the workers and their families. The 

device can also be powered by pre-charged 

batteries, electricity or diesel-powered 

generator in the absence of sunlight. 

Vinisha’s efforts have made India stand out as 

a country which brings innovative solutions for 

the climate change problem.  Prominent world 

leaders like the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India 

Shri Narendra Modi; Prime Minister of Britain 

Mr. Boris Johnson; President of USA Mr. Joe 

Biden; Prince William, founder of The 

Earthshot Prize; Mr. John Kerry, the Special 

Presidential Envoy for Climate (SPEC) from 

USA; The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and 

Noted philanthropist Mr. Michael Bloomberg 

amongst others were audience to her speech 

which is attracting a global appreciation. 
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The journey of India (1947-2021): 

Development with democracy 

Today, one of the world’s leading economies 

with a pulsating democratic structure; India’s 

journey over the last seven and a half decades 

has been quite a significant event in world 

history. The key to this has been the twin ideas 

of democracy and development, embedded in 

the idea of the nation itself, during the struggle 

for freedom. With few instances in history of 

the two processes gone hand in hand, as 

development in most of today’s developed 

nations took place either with no democracy 

within their domains or suppressing people in 

their colonies. India had to chalk out its own 

path to both democracy and development. 

Soon after Independence, the Constitution, 

drafted by a representative Constituent 

Assembly not only gave India a republican 

polity but also provided the constitutional 

basis for an equitable and just society by 

enshrining fundamental rights of equality and 

liberty within the constitution itself. With the 

Universal adult franchise, political equality was 

established and soon through the abolitions of 

most of the abominable social practices, 

untouchability, and entrenched inequalities, of 

feudal economy, caste and gender hierarchies, 

and a social democratic fabric was in 

place.  The effect of all these were seen not 

only in the democratisation of the social life 

across this country of huge diversity, but it also 

opened up large vistas for economic and 

political development. 

Simultaneous to these, technological and 

institutional developments, democratic 

elections and the deepening of democracy 

have also allowed the democratic aspirations 

of people to come to the surface. One of the 

articulations has been their demand for an 

ever-greater share in the governance of the 

country. One such aspiration was the demand 

for smaller provinces where their identities 

could find reflection.  The demand coming 

soon after the country had witnessed the 

partition in 1947, though had invoked strong 

reactions, but over the years the functioning of 

democracy had smoothened the response of 

both sides and with maturity, the polity 

witnessed many new provinces being carved 

out of bigger provinces form  1956 to 1999 

with not much difficulty. Similarly in order to 

give representation to the lowest level of 

political institutions, the village Panchayats, 

and the Parliament enacted the law to give 

these small rural units assured political and 

administrative powers and responsibility 

thereby enlarging the processes of democratic 

governance. 

The domain of democracy has been also tested 

in the area of the change in the status of the 

marginalised and also of women. The 

fundamental rights of equality and the 

processes of eliminating caste discrimination 

has seen not only a more democratic society 

but affirmative action by the state over the 

past seven decades and more has also brought 

large human resources to the larger public 

domain. The increasing educational 

opportunities have increasingly helped Indian 

women come out of the shadow of the 

patriarchy and join the larger economic and 

political processes. Their democratic 

participation has also helped them obtain 

rights at work places as well as in the choices 

of the reproductive arena. The accumulated 

result of these democratising processes has 

been both a vibrant democracy as well as an 

increasingly deeper and larger economic base. 

While the idea of democracy meant an ever-

greater participation of people in their own 

affairs, the idea of development was imbued 

with a sense of making the fruits of 

development available to all and efforts were 

http://www.edstar.in/


                                                                                                                       NOV 2021                   

EDSTAR                                       www.edstar.in                                                39       

made both politically as well as institutionally 

so that the increasing prosperity was equitably 

distributed to regions, people and 

communities. This was helped mostly by the 

initiative to establish institutions of the highest 

standards in different places in the country. 

Technological institutes like the Indian 

Institute of Technologies;  Universities of 

higher knowledge, All  India institutes of 

Medical Sciences;  Institutions of specialised 

Artistic and social scientific significance 

like  Lalit Kala Akademy, Sangeet Natak 

Akademy,  Sahitya Akademy and Indian council 

for Social Science Research, Indian Council for 

Historical Research) or scientific and industrial 

significance under the aegis of Council for 

Science and Industrial Relations ( CSIR)  were 

set up to provide institutional bases for the 

quest of a modern  knowledge society. 

Today,  the twenty thousand and more 

Colleges and almost half a thousand 

universities of different calibre and specialities 

not only provide India with the status of a 

knowledge hub but also their location in the 

centre of India’s quest for social equality, 

provides the society with the most important 

spaces of training in democracy for the future 

generations. 

The colonial rule for almost 200 years had 

caused not only a loss of available capital but 

also potential capital and resources and also 

forced India to miss out on many momentous 

changes. 

India which did not produce machinery or 

industrial goods of any consequence in the 

1940s has now emerged as a manufacturer of 

most of them, which also include the most 

sophisticated and precise equipment for 

Nuclear power generation installation. India is 

committed to investing in the most advanced 

quantum computing. A feat in human history, 

by all accounts. 
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