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OPEN Horizon is EDSTAR’S monthly 

publication of contemporary issues and 

current affairs analysis. It is in fact a 

collective effort, by experienced 

educators in varied themes, of identifying 

current affairs in light of the Competitive 

Exams, supplementing them with 

background information, explaining their 

related dimensions, lending them a 

generalist viewpoint and thus producing 

critical notes for the preparation of to-the-

point syllabus. 

 

Keeping these things in mind, we, at 

EDSTAR, are always in the process of 

evolving our self so as to help aspirants 

counter the challenges put forward by 

competitive exams. 

 

We hope that the initiative by EDSTAR will 

be to the liking of our students, readers and 

aspirants. 

 

Thanks 

Best Wishes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“YOU HAVE TO BE BURNING WITH AN IDEA, OR A 

PROBLEM, OR A WRONG THAT YOU WANT TO 

RIGHT. IF YOU’RE NOT PASSIONATE ENOUGH FROM 

THE START, YOU’LL NEVER STICK IT OUT”.  

– STEVE JOBS 

ORGANISATION’S NOTE 

It is commitment that transforms 

the vision of success into actual 

success. Commitment stands 

first on the list of values and 

priorities of successful people. 

Being committed thus requires 

that a person is fully engaged in 

her endeavours and remains 

conscious and persistent enough 

to realize her life goals. 

http://www.edstar.in/
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

GIFT CITY EMERGING INDIA’S FIRST 

GREENFIELD SMART CITY 

Around seven km from Gujarat’s capital 

Gandhinagar, on the banks of the Sabarmati 

river in approximately 886 acres, once a barren 

land along the river is now emerging as the 

country’s first greenfield integrated city — a 

dream project Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

had envisaged as Chief Minister. 

Now operational with more than 200 entities 

which have set up their offices where more 

than 12,000 people are working, the Gujarat 

International Finance Tec City (GIFT City) is 

India’s first and only International Financial 

Services Centre (IFSC) where banks, stock 

exchanges and financial services firms have set 

up their global operations. 

As per the plans, 886 acres will be provided to 

develop nearly 62 million square feet built-up 

area constituting 67% commercial, 22% 

residential and 11% social space. 

Further, the entire city project has been 

divided into a multi-service Special Economic 

Zone (SEZ) spread over 261 acres and exclusive 

domestic tariff area (DTA) spread over 625 

acres. 

The Centre has announced a range of tax 

exemptions for entities to start their 

international operations from the GIFT City. As 

a result, both the BSE and the NSE have set up 

their international stock exchanges, 17 banks  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

including 12 domestic banks and five 

international banks issued licence to operate, 

100 plus broking services, depository clearing 

operations and over 19 companies have begun 

operations for non-life reinsurance business. 

The Centre’s IFSC-related relief measures 

include tax holiday for capital gains for aircraft 

leasing companies, tax exemption for aircraft 

lease rentals paid to foreign lessors, tax 

incentive for re-locating foreign funds in IFSC 

and exemption to investment divisions of 

foreign banks. 

Since it’s a hub of international financial 

services, the Singapore Arbitration Centre has 

also been set up for dispute resolution while 

the International Bullion Exchange will likely 

become functional soon. 

The idea behind the IFSC is to bring back the 

financial services and transactions which are 

carried out in offshore financial centres by 

Indian corporate entities and overseas 

branches and subsidiaries of financial 

institutions to India by offering world class 

infrastructure and globally benchmarked 

regulatory environment. 

 

 

NEWS OF THE MONTH 

http://www.edstar.in/
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The Dam Safety Bill, and why Tamil Nadu is 

against it 

The Dam Safety Bill was passed by 

Parliament on Friday amid strong objections 

from the Opposition. While it was passed by 

the Lok Sabha in August 2019, it was cleared by 

Rajya Sabha in recent winter session. The 

Opposition sought that it be sent to the 

Parliamentary Standing Committee for further 

scrutiny. However, a motion to this effect was 

defeated in the House. 

What is the Dam Safety Bill? 

The Bill proposes to help all states and Union 

Territories adopt uniform dam safety 

procedures. It aims to “provide for 

surveillance, inspection, operation and 

maintenance of the specified dam for 

prevention of dam failure-related disasters, 

and to provide for institutional mechanism to 

ensure their safe functioning and for matters 

connected therewith or incidental thereto.” 

A National Committee on Dam Safety with a 

three-year tenure, comprising the chairman of 

the Central Water Commission, a maximum of 

10 representatives of the central government 

in the ranks of joint secretary, a maximum of 

seven representatives of the state 

governments, and three experts, will be 

formed as part of the Act. 

A state dam safety organisation will be formed 

as well, which will be responsible for the dam 

safety. This organisation is empowered to 

investigate and gather data for proper review 

and study of the various features of the design, 

construction, repair and enlargement of dams, 

reservoirs and appurtenant structures. 

The state dam safety organisation must also 

report events such as dam failures to the 

National Dam Safety Authority and also 

maintain records of major dam incidents of 

each specified dam. 

The National Dam Safety Authority, to be 

headquartered in Delhi, will be formed under 

the Act. It will be headed by an officer not 

below the rank of Additional Secretary to the 

Government of India to deal with problems 

relating to dam engineering and dam safety 

management. 

Context of Dam Safety Bill 

Most of the dams in India are constructed and 

maintained by the states, while some of the 

bigger dams are managed by autonomous 

bodies such as Damodar Valley Corporation or 

Bhakra Beas Management Board of Bhakra-

Nangal Project. 

The Centre has presented the Dam Safety Bill, 

2018 against the backdrop of over 5,200 large 

dams in India and about 450 dams under 

construction right now. “Due to lack of legal 

and institutional architecture for dam safety in 

India, dam safety is an issue of concern. Unsafe 

dams are a hazard and dam break may cause 

disasters, leading to huge loss of life and 

property,” said a June 13 statement, revealing 

the Cabinet approval for the enactment of the 

Bill. 

However, during deliberations by the Centre in 

2016 to collect feedback from states on the 

Bill, then Tamil Nadu chief minister J 

Jayalalithaa had raised questions on the clause 

talking about the National Dam Safety 

Authority. 

Tamil Nadu’s objection 

Chief Minister M K Stalin, who has been 

opposing the idea of a dam safety Act, issued a 

statement Friday, strongly condemning the 

Union government for not considering the 

interest of states. Saying the Bill was 

http://www.edstar.in/
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detrimental to federal principles and powers of 

the state governments, Stalin said the move 

was nothing but authoritarianism and usurped 

the rights of the state governments without 

regard to the democratic-parliamentary ethos 

or the Constitution of India. 

Stalin said the move was dangerous to 

democracy, and that the Union government 

would be forced to answer to the people even 

if it made legislations against the states’ 

interests by using its majority. 

While the AIADMK has also supported DMK’s 

stand against the Bill, the Tamil Nadu 

legislative Assembly had earlier passed a 

unanimous resolution demanding proper 

consultation with the states before arriving at 

a decision. 

Political parties in Tamil Nadu and the state 

government oppose the Bill for several 

reasons. They allege it contains clauses which 

violate the rights of the state, especially with 

respect to the dams constructed by it in 

neighbouring states, and will cause problems 

in maintenance and operation. The main 

concern of the state is about retaining its 

power in controlling the dams, autonomy, and 

ownership of the assets. 

In a country where most of the dams are built, 

operated, maintained and owned by state 

governments, the impact of the Act remains to 

be seen when long-pending disputes arise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How MPs’ questions are allowed, disallowed 

Over the last few sessions, MPs mainly from 

the Opposition have often alleged their 

questions have been disallowed. 

How are questions admitted? 

In both Houses, elected members enjoy the 

right to seek information from various 

ministries and departments in the form of 

starred questions, unstarred questions, short 

notice questions and questions to private 

members. 

Usually, MPs’ questions form a long list, which 

then go through a rigorous process of 

clearance. The admissibility of questions in 

Rajya Sabha is governed by Rules 47-50 of the 

Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in 

the Council of States. Once a question that 

fulfils the conditions of admissibility is 

received, the Secretariat sends it to the 

ministry concerned. Once the facts are 

received from the ministry, the question is 

further examined for admissibility. A final list 

of questions is circulated to ministers, on the 

basis of which they frame their answers. 

In Lok Sabha, once the notice for questions is 

received, ballots determine priority. Starred, 

unstarred and short notice questions are 

entered into software, separately. Next, the 

questions are examined for admissibility under 

Rules 41-44 of the Rules of Procedure and 

Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha. 

For answering the questions, ministries and 

departments have been divided into five 

groups (I to V) that have been allotted 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 

and Fridays respectively. The grouping has 

been done in such a way that each minister has 

one fixed day in the week for answering 

questions in Rajya Sabha and another fixed day 

for answering questions in Lok Sabha. 

http://www.edstar.in/
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What are starred, unstarred and other 

categories of questions? 

STARRED QUESTION: The member desires an 

oral answer from the minister. Such a question 

is distinguished by the MP with an asterisk. The 

answer can also be followed by supplementary 

questions from members. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION: The MP seeks a 

written answer, which is deemed to be laid on 

the table of the House by the concerned 

minister. 

SHORT NOTICE QUESTION: These are on an 

urgent matter of public importance, and an 

oral answer is sought. A notice of less than 10 

days is prescribed as the minimum period for 

asking such a question. 

QUESTION TO PRIVATE MEMBER: A question 

can be addressed to a private member under 

Rule 40 of Lok Sabha’s Rules of Procedure, or 

under Rule 48 of Rajya Sabha’s Rules, provided 

that the question deals with a subject relating 

to some Bill, resolution or other matter for 

which that member is responsible. 

When are the questions asked? 

In both Houses, the first hour of every sitting is 

usually devoted to asking and answering of 

questions, and this is referred to as the 

‘Question Hour’. 

The total number of questions for any day is 

limited to 175, including 15 questions for oral 

answers, questions postponed from one list to 

another for written answers, and 15 questions 

pertaining to states under President’s Rule. 

What kind of questions can be asked? 

Their admissibility is governed by Rules 47-50 

(Rajya Sabha) and 41-44 (Lok Sabha). The Rajya 

Sabha Chairman or the Lok Sabha Speaker has 

the authority to decide whether a question or 

a part is or is not admissible under the norms 

of the House, and disallow any question or a 

part. 

In Rajya Sabha, among various norms, the 

question “shall be pointed, specific and 

confined to one issue only; it shall not bring in 

any name or statement not strictly necessary 

to make the question intelligible; if it contains 

a statement the member shall make himself 

responsible for the accuracy of the statement; 

it shall not contain arguments, inferences, 

ironical expressions, imputations, epithets or 

defamatory statements”. 

In Lok Sabha, questions that are not admitted 

include: those that are repetitive or have been 

answered previously; and matters that are 

pending for judgment before any court of law 

or under consideration before a Parliamentary 

Committee. 

How often are questions disallowed? 

According to Rajya Sabha data, 833 questions 

were disallowed during the last Monsoon 

Session. For comparison, during the 2013-14 

Winter Session, Rajya Sabha disallowed 748 

questions. Once disallowed, it is often difficult 

for members to challenge the decision. 

During the Monsoon Session this year: 

 The government moved to disallow a 

question in Rajya Sabha seeking details 

on whether the government entered 

into a contract with Israeli 

cybersecurity firm NSO Group, at the 

centre of a global controversy over the 

misuse of Pegasus to hack multiple 

phones in India. The government 

stated the issue is sub judice after 

“several PILs have been filed in the 

Supreme Court.” 

http://www.edstar.in/
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 The Centre wrote to the Rajya Sabha 

secretariat seeking that a 

“Provisionally Admitted Question” 

asked by CPI MP Binoy Viswam, 

scheduled to be answered on August 

12, not be allowed. The government 

cited Rule 47 (xix) that states “it shall 

not ask for information on matter 

which is under adjudication by a court 

of law having jurisdiction in any part of 

India”. 

 The Ministry of External Affairs 

requested the Chairman to disallow a 

question by Trinamool MP Shanta 

Chhetri on “Indian Position in 

Democracy Index” — due for a reply on 

July 22 — on the ground was that the 

question was sensitive in nature. 

“Question were earlier disallowed very rarely; 

such instances are getting more regular. Many 

questions are being disallowed whether it is a 

sub judice matter or a matter of national 

security… We used to allow questions regularly 

and only when a serious issue would come up 

would the government make a request to the 

Speaker or the Rajya Sabha Chairman,” said P 

D T Acharya, a former Lok Sabha general 

secretary. 

“The concerned officials also should give a 

good reason on why a question should be 

disallowed… The reason also cannot be 

accessed through RTIs due to privilege of the 

House — tough to take it to court as well. Once 

a question is disallowed, it is disallowed, and 

there is no way to contest that,” he said. 

 

 

 

Why Centre has refused to accept Paika 

revolution as first war of independence 

The Centre through a written reply in the Rajya 

Sabha Thursday said the Paika rebellion cannot 

be called the first War of Independence. Union 

Culture Minister G Kishan Reddy stated this in 

a written reply to a question by BJD MP 

Prashanta Nanda. Since 2017, Odisha has 

demanded that the rebellion of Odisha be 

declared as the first war of Independence. At 

present, the Indian Mutiny or Sepoy Mutiny of 

1857 is called the first war of Independence 

against British Rule. 

What is the Paika Rebellion? 

The Paika Bidroha (Paika Rebellion) of 1817 

took place nearly 40 years before the first 

sepoy mutiny. The Paikas were peasant militas 

of the Gajapati rulers of Odisha who offered 

military services to the king. 

The British established themselves in Odisha 

when the East India company dethroned the 

King of Khurda, Raja Mukunda Deva in 1803. 

The following year, in 1804, the king planned a 

rebellion against the British and roped in the 

Paikas for the same. But the plan was 

discovered by the British who confiscated his 

entire territory. 

The Paikas lost their estates when the new 

colonial establishments and land revenue 

settlements of the British came into force. The 

continuous interference in the economy and 

revenue systems led to exploitation and 

oppression of the peasants and farmers 

eventually triggering a rebellion against the 

British. A large number of Paikas were 

mobilised under the leadership of Bakshi 

Jagabandhu Bidyadhar, who then confronted 

the British on April 2, 1817. A 400-strong party 

of Kandhas crossed over into Khurda from 

Ghumsur and declared rebellion. The uprising 

spread like a wildfire across the state resulting 

http://www.edstar.in/
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in several confrontations and encounters 

between the British and the Paika forces. 

Government buildings in Banapur were set on 

fire, policemen killed and the British treasury 

looted. Over the next few months, the revolt 

continued but was eventually overpowered by 

the British army. Bidyadhar was imprisoned in 

1825 and died while still in jail four years later. 

What was Odisha’s demand? 

For the first time in 2017, the Odisha state 

cabinet under the leadership of CM Naveen 

Patnaik had passed a proposal to formally urge 

the centre to declare the Paika rebellion as the 

first war of Independence. In his letter to the 

then Home Minister Rajnath Singh, Patnaik had 

said, “I request the Government of India to 

consider this proposal positively so that the 

people of India appreciate, in correct 

perspective, the events that led to the Indian 

freedom struggle and our historic 

independence from foreign rule.” 

In the state cabinet’s proposal, the rebellion 

was described as a mass agitation and “the first 

struggle for freedom in the country against the 

foreign rule in which the people of Odisha had 

actively participated.” In 2019, CM Patnaik had 

reiterated the demand at the foundation stone 

laying ceremony for the Paika rebellion 

memorial at Barunei by President Ram Nath 

Kovind. 

What has been the Centre’s response? 

The Centre had considered the proposal and 

examined the matter in consultation with the 

Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR) 

under the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development, now renamed Ministry of 

Education. And as per recommendations from 

ICHR, the Paika Rebellion cannot be called the 

first War of Independence, Union Culture 

Minister had informed the Rajya Sabha. 

However, considering that the rebellion which 

started in 1817 continued till 1825 and “is one 

of the beginnings of popular uprisings against 

the British in India”, the minister declared that 

it would now be included in the curriculum of 

Class VIII history textbook of NCERT. 

 

India ‘very unequal’, top 10% hold 57% of 

national income: Inequality Report 

India stands out as a “poor and very unequal 

country, with an affluent elite”, where the top 

10 per cent holds 57 per cent of the total 

national income while the bottom 50 per 

cent’s share is just 13 per cent in 2021, 

according to the latest World Inequality 

Report 2022. 

The report has also flagged a drop in global 

income during 2020, with about half of the dip 

in rich countries and the rest in low-income 

and emerging regions. This is attributed 

primarily due to the impact of “South and 

Southeast Asia, and more precisely” India. 

“When India is removed from the analysis, it 

appears that the global bottom 50 per cent 

income share actually slightly increased in 

2020,” states the report authored by 

economist and co-director of the World 

Inequality Lab, Lucas Chancel, along with 

economists Thomas Piketty, Emmanuel Saez 

and Gabriel Zucman. 

“While the top 10 per cent and top 1 per cent 

hold respectively 57 per cent and 22 per cent 

of total national income, the bottom 50 per 

cent share has gone down to 13 per cent. India 

stands out as a poor and very unequal country, 

with an affluent elite,” the report states. 

According to the report, India’s middle class is 

relatively poor with an average wealth of only 

Rs 7,23,930 or 29.5 per cent of the total 

http://www.edstar.in/
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national income, as compared with the top 10 

per cent and 1 per cent who own 65 per cent 

(Rs 63,54,070) and 33 per cent (Rs 

3,24,49,360), respectively. 

The average annual national income of the 

Indian adult population is Rs 2,04,200 in 2021. 

The bottom 50 per cent earned Rs 53,610, 

while the top 10 per cent earned over 20 times 

more (Rs 11,66,520), the report states. The 

average household wealth in India is Rs 

9,83,010, with the bottom 50 per cent owning 

almost nothing, with an average wealth of 6 

per cent of the total Rs 66,280. 

The share of top 10 per cent and bottom 50 per 

cent in pre-tax national income has remained 

broadly constant from 2014 onwards. For 

India, the quality of inequality data released by 

the Government has seriously deteriorated, 

making it particularly difficult to assess recent 

inequality changes, the report states. 

As per the recent Multi-dimensional Poverty 

Index (MPI) prepared by Niti Aayog, one in 

every four people in India was 

multidimensionally poor. Bihar has the highest 

proportion of people (51.91 per cent of the 

state’s population) who are 

multidimensionally poor, followed by 

Jharkhand at 42.16 per cent and Uttar Pradesh 

at 37.79 per cent. 

According to the inequality report, global 

inequalities seem to be about as great today as 

they were at the peak of Western imperialism 

in the early 20th century. The poorest half of 

the global population “barely owns any 

wealth” possessing just 2 per cent of the total, 

whereas the richest 10 per cent of the global 

population own 76 per cent of all wealth, it 

states. 

The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) are 

the most unequal regions in the world, 

whereas Europe has the lowest inequality 

levels, the report says. In Europe, the top 10 

per cent income share is around 36 per cent, 

whereas in MENA it is 58 per cent. In East Asia, 

the top 10 per cent makes 43 per cent of total 

income and in Latin America the share is 55 per 

cent. 

According to the report, even as countries have 

become richer over the last 40 years, their 

governments have become significantly 

poorer, a trend which has been magnified due 

to the pandemic. 

“The share of wealth held by public actors is 

close to zero or negative in rich countries, 

meaning that the totality of wealth is in private 

hands. This trend has been magnified by the 

Covid crisis, during which governments 

borrowed the equivalent of 10-20 per cent of 

GDP, essentially from the private sector,” it 

said. 

The report has suggested levying a modest 

progressive wealth tax on multimillionaires. 

“Given the large volume of wealth 

concentration, modest progressive taxes can 

generate significant revenues for 

governments. In our scenario, we find that 1.6 

per cent of global incomes could be generated 

and reinvested in education, health and the 

ecological transition,” it says. 

In 2021, there were 62.2 million people in the 

world owning more than $1 million (measured 

at market exchange rates), the report states. 

Their average wealth was $2.8 million, 

representing a total of $174 trillion and a 

global effective wealth tax rate of 1.2 per cent 

could generate revenues of 2.1 per cent of 

global income, it says. 

On gender terms, women’s share of total 

incomes from work (labour income) was about 

30 per cent in 1990 and is less than 35 per cent 

now, the report states. 

http://www.edstar.in/
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The report also notes that inequalities within 

countries are now greater than those observed 

between countries. At the same time, the gap 

between the average incomes of the top 10 per 

cent and the bottom 50 per cent of individuals 

within countries has almost doubled. “This 

sharp rise in within-country inequalities has 

meant that despite economic catch-up and 

strong growth in the emerging countries, the 

world remains particularly unequal today,” the 

report states. 

Since the mid-1980s, deregulation and 

liberalisation policies have led to one of the 

most extreme increases in income and wealth 

inequality in the world, it said. “While the top 

1 per cent has largely benefited from economic 

reforms, growth among low- and middle-

income groups has been relatively slow and 

poverty persists,” it states. 

 

NCW LAUNCHES ‘SHE IS A CHANGEMAKER’ 

PROGRAMME 

The National Commission for Women (NCW) 

launched 'She is a Changemaker' programme 

for women politicians on. The pan-India 

capacity building programme has been 

launched for women representatives at all 

levels, from gram panchayats to the 

parliament including political workers and 

office bearers of national and state-level 

political parties. 

The capacity building programme will be 

undertaken in coordination with region-wise 

training institutes. The main objective of the 

programme will be to undertake capacity 

building of women political leaders. 

'She is a Changemaker' programme's main 

objective will be to improve the leadership and 

decision-making skills of grassroot women 

political leaders and their communication skills 

including oration and writing skills. 

The She is a Changemaker programme aims to 

benefit every woman who wishes to make an 

identity for herself in politics and help her 

claim her rightful space in politics. 

About National Commission for Women 

The National Commission for Women (NCW) is 

the statutory body of the central government. 

It generally advises the government on all 

policy matters affecting women. 

The commission was established on January 

31, 1992. The first-ever head of the 

commission was Jayanti Patnaik. 

Key Objectives of the Commission 

The key objective of the national commission is 

to- 

• Represent the rights of women in 

India 

• To provide women a voice for their 

issues and concerns 

 

National Helpline against Atrocities on 

SCs/STs 

With an aim to ensure proper implementation 

of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 

Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) (POA) Act, 

1989, the Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment will launch a National Helpline 

against Atrocities on SCs/STs. 

 

POA Act, 1989 was enacted with a view to, 

inter-alia, preventing atrocities on members of 

Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes 

(STs). 

 

 

 

http://www.edstar.in/
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National Helpline Against Atrocities (NHAA) - 

Availability & Accessibility 

As per an official release by the Ministry of 

Social Justice & Empowerment,  NHAA will be 

available 24/7 on toll-free number 14566 

across every region of India.  

 

The helpline can be accessed by making a voice 

call /VOIP either from a mobile or landline 

number of any Telecom Operator across the 

country. Its service will be made available in 

multiple languages, including - Hindi, English 

and the regional language of the State/UTs. A 

Mobile application will also be launched to 

access this helpline. 

 

NHAA - Single Point of Contact - OBJECTIVE 

1. To build informed awareness about 

the provisions of the Law that are 

aimed at ending discrimination and 

providing protection to all.  

2. To ensure that every complaint is 

registered as an FIR,  

3. Provide relief & investigate all 

registered complaints 

4. To make sure all charge sheets filed are 

prosecuted in the Courts for decision - 

all within the given timelines in the 

Act. 

 

NHAA will also be available as a web-based 

self-service portal to generate awareness 

about the Protection of Civil Rights (PCR) Act, 

1955 and its rules. 

 

In addition to this, a Docket number will be 

given for each complaint received from 

Victim/Complainant/NGOs regarding non-

compliance with the POA Act, 1989 and the 

PCR Act, 1955. Complainants/NGOs will be 

able to track the status of the grievance online. 

 

ZERO BUDGET NATURAL FARMING BACK ON 

TOP 

Zero budget natural farming (ZBNF) is back on 

top of the Government’s agenda with Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi set to highlight it at a 

national conclave in Gujarat. 

                                    Despite the lack of 

scientific studies providing evidence of the 

impact of the method, which largely depends 

on replacing chemical pesticides and fertilizers 

with concoctions using the dung and urine of 

indigenous cows, the Centre has sanctioned 

support for converting four lakh hectares in 

eight States to ZBNF methods this year. 

                                 The committee to discuss 

minimum support price guarantees is also 

expected to take up ZBNF promotion, and 

would be set up “very soon”. 

                                The committee is part of the 

Government’s agreement made with farm 

unions which called off their year-long 

agitation on the borders of Delhi. A legal 

guarantee for MSP was among their key 

demands. 

                                      Of the eight States which 

have submitted proposals for support under 

the Centre’s Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana 

scheme, Andhra Pradesh has the biggest 

ambition to bring one lakh additional hectares 

of land under ZBNF, followed by Chhattisgarh 

and Gujarat. 

                    The ZBNF method is meant to 

reduce input costs by eliminating the need for 

expensive fertilizers and pesticides, and also 

protect soil health and conserve water 

resources. 

                       However, some early adopters in 

Maharashtra complained about a drop in 

yields, productivity and income over time, and 

subsequently abandoned the experiment to 

return to conventional agricultural methods. 

Senior agricultural scientists had also 

expressed concern about a wholesale shift to 

http://www.edstar.in/
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unproven methods. The Indian Council for 

Agricultural Research is conducting ongoing 

studies on the impact of ZBNF methods on 

productivity, economics and soil health at 

multiple locations in the grain basket States of 

north-western India, but has yet to release any 

results. 

 

Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana 

 

It is an elaborated component of Soil Health 

Management (SHM) of major project National 

Mission of Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA). 

Under PKVY Organic farming is promoted 

through adoption of organic village by cluster 

approach and PGS certification. 

                              Fifty or more farmers will 

form a cluster having 50-acre land to take up 

the organic farming under the scheme. In this 

way during three years 10,000 clusters will be 

formed covering 5.0 lakh acre area under 

organic farming. 

                          There will be no liability on the 

farmers for expenditure on certification. Every 

farmer will be provided Rs. 20,000 per acre in 

three years for seed to harvesting of crops and 

to transport produce to the market. 

                                  Organic farming will be 

promoted by using traditional resources and 

the organic products will be linked with the 

market. It will increase domestic production 

and certification of organic produce by 

involving farmers. 

 

Durga Puja in Kolkata inscribed on the 

Intangible Heritage List 

 

Hailing the name of Maa Durga who empowers 

us with the strength to defeat the evils of our 

life; Durga Puja is a classic fusion of religion and 

culture, regarded with a lot of pride and 

celebrated predominantly by the Bengali 

community. Regarded as an emotion more 

than a festival, the Intergovernmental 

Committee for the Safeguarding of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage has inscribed 

‘Durga Puja’ on the Representative List of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

Bringing great honour to the nation, the 

decision came during the 16th session. 

                                  

What is Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)? 

             According to UNESCO “cultural 

heritage does not end at monuments and 

collections of objects. It also includes 

traditions or living expressions inherited from 

our ancestors and passed on to our 

descendants, such as oral traditions, 

performing arts, social practices, rituals, festive 

events, knowledge and practices concerning 

nature and the universe or the knowledge and 

skills to produce traditional crafts”. Intangible 

heritage comprises of nonphysical intellectual 

wealth like customs, beliefs, folklore, 

knowledge, traditions, and language. ICH is 

considered by member states of UNESCO by 

focusing on intangible aspects of culture. 

 

Purpose of Intangible Heritage list 

The intangible heritage list is prepared with the 

aim of improving the visibility of traditions and 

know-how of communities worldwide. The list 

comprises of traditions ranging from Arabic 

calligraphy to Italian truffle hunting. 

 

Now with the inclusion of Durga Puja, a total of 

14 Intangible Cultural Heritage elements from 

the country have now been inscribed on 

UNESCO’s Representative List. 

All Inclusions from India includes: 

1. Tradition of Vedic chanting. 

2. Ramlila, the traditional performance of the 

Ramayana. 

3. Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre. 

4. Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre 

of the Garhwal Himalayas. 
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5. Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance drama 

of Kerala. 

6. Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan. 

7. Chhau dance. 

8. Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation of 

sacred Buddhist texts in the trans- Himalayan 

Ladakh region, Jammu and Kashmir. 

9. Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming and 

dancing of Manipur. 

10. Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil 

making among the Thatheras of Jandiala Guru, 

Punjab. 

11. Yoga. 

12. Nawrouz. 

13. Kumbh Mela. 

14. Durga Puja 

 

It is pertinent to note that the Representative 

List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Humanity has 492 elements currently. 

 

Emotion more than a Festival: Durga Puja 

               Regarded as the ‘feminine energy of 

the cosmos, worshipping Goddess Durga is the 

significance of celebrating ‘good over evil.’ 

Durga Puja – a celebration that spans over five-

day, begins on the fifth night of the nine-day 

Navratri festival and ends on the tenth day, 

which is Dashami. 

 

What is the Sixth Schedule, and can Ladakh 

be included under it? 

MP from Ladakh Jamyang Tsering Namgyal 

demanded that the region be included in the 

Sixth Schedule of the Constitution to 

safeguard land, employment, and cultural 

identity of the local population. Namgyal spoke 

in Parliament a day after Ladakh observed a 

shutdown to press for statehood. 

Representatives of the region have raised the 

demand repeatedly since the constitutional 

changes in the erstwhile state of Jammu and 

Kashmir in 2019. 

 

What is the Sixth Schedule? 

                       The Sixth Schedule under Article 

244 provides for the formation of autonomous 

administrative divisions — Autonomous 

District Councils (ADCs) — that have some 

legislative, judicial, and administrative 

autonomy within a state. 

ADCs have up to 30 members with a term of 

five years, and can make laws, rules and 

regulations with regard to land, forest, water, 

agriculture, village councils, health, sanitation, 

village- and town-level policing, inheritance, 

marriage and divorce, social customs and 

mining, etc. The Bodoland Territorial Council in 

Assam is an exception with more than 40 

members and the right to make laws on 39 

issues. 

The Sixth Schedule applies to the North-

eastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram 

(three Councils each), and Tripura (one 

Council). 

 

Why does Ladakh want to be part of the Sixth 

Schedule? 

                        There was much enthusiasm 

initially, mostly in Leh, after the August 5, 2019 

decisions that created two new Union 

Territories. Buddhist-dominated Leh district 

had long demanded UT status because it felt 

neglected by the erstwhile state government, 

which was dominated by politicians from 

Kashmir and Jammu. 

             The changed domicile policy in Jammu 

and Kashmir has raised fears in the region 

about its own land, employment, demography, 

and cultural identity. 

The UT has two Hill councils in Leh and Kargil, 

but neither is under the Sixth Schedule. Their 

powers are limited to collection of some local 

taxes such as parking fees and allotment and 

use of land vested by the Centre. 
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Can Ladakh be included in Sixth Schedule? 

                              In September 2019, the 

National Commission for Scheduled Tribes 

recommended the inclusion of Ladakh under 

the Sixth Schedule, noting that the new UT was 

predominantly tribal (more than 97%), people 

from other parts of the country had been 

restricted from purchasing or acquiring land 

there, and its distinct cultural heritage needed 

preservation. 

Notably, no region outside the Northeast has 

been included in the Sixth Schedule. In fact, 

even in Manipur, which has predominantly 

tribal populations in some places, the 

autonomous councils are not included in the 

Sixth Schedule. Nagaland and Arunachal 

Pradesh, which are totally tribal, are also not in 

the Sixth Schedule. 

                                    Ladakh’s inclusion in the 

Sixth Schedule would be difficult. The 

Constitution is very clear, Sixth Schedule is for 

the Northeast. For tribal areas in the rest of the 

country, there is the Fifth Schedule. 

 

However, it remains the prerogative of the 

government — it can, if it so decides, bring a 

Bill to amend the Constitution for this purpose. 

 

 

Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare  

promotes Zero Budget Natural Farming 

 

What is Zero Budget Natural Farming? 

 

Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) means 

raising crops without using any fertilizers and 

pesticides or any other external materials. The 

word Zero Budget refers to the zero cost of 

production of all crops. ZBNF guides the 

farmers towards sustainable farming practices 

thus helps in retaining soil fertility, to ensure a 

chemical free agriculture and ensure low cost 

of production (zero cost) and thereby 

enhancing the farmers income. 

 

In short, ZBNF, is a farming method that 

believes in growing crops in tune with nature. 

The concept was promoted by agriculturist & 

Padma Shri awardee Subhash Palekar, in the 

mid-1990s as an alternative to the Green 

Revolution’s methods driven by chemical 

fertilizers and pesticides and intensive 

irrigation.  

 

Government has been promoting organic 

farming under the dedicated scheme of 

Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) 

which encourages all kinds of chemical-free 

farming systems including Zero Budget Natural 

Farming. During his address to the farmers at 

the National Conclave on Natural Farming, 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi remarked 

that “we need not only to re-learn this ancient 

knowledge of agriculture but also to sharpen it 

for modern times. In this direction, we have to 

do research afresh, mould ancient knowledge 

into the modern scientific frame”. The Prime 

Minister said that those who will benefit the 

most from natural farming, constitute about 

80% of the farmers of the country. He urged 

every state, every state government, to come 

forward to make natural farming a Jan 

Andolan. In this Amrit Mahotsav, efforts 

should be made to associate at least one village 

of every panchayat with natural farming, he 

insisted.  

 

Need 

 

National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) data 

indicates more than 50 per cent of all farmers 

are in debt due to increased cost of farm inputs 

like fertilizers and chemical pesticides. To 

realise the objective of doubling farmers’ 

income by 2022, the farm expenditure needs 
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to be brought down and natural farming 

practices like ZBNF have to be encouraged to 

reduce the dependence of the farmers on 

external inputs like chemical fertilizers, 

pesticides etc.  

Zero budget farming model brings down farm 

expenditure to a great extent and ends 

dependence on farm loans. It also reduces 

dependence on purchased inputs as it 

encourages use of own seeds and locally 

available natural fertilizers and farming is done 

in synchronization with nature.  

 

Principles of Zero Budget Natural Farming 

 

1. No  external  inputs  

2. Soil to be covered with crops 365 days 

(Living Root) 

3. Minimal disturbance of Soil 

4. Biostimulants necessary catalysts 

5. Use  indigenous seed 

6. Mixed cropping 

7. Integration of trees into the farm 

8. Water and moisture conservation 

9. Integrate animals in to farming 

10. Increase organic residues on the soil 

11. Pest-management through botanical 

extracts 

12. No synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, 

herbicides 

 

Benefits 

 

A study – “Life Cycle Assessment of ZBNF and 

Non-ZBNF in Andhra Pradesh” - reports the 

following benefits: 

• ZBNF processes require 50–60 per cent 

less water and less electricity (than non-ZBNF) 

for all the selected crops. 

• ZBNF reduces methane emissions 

significantly through multiple aeration. It also 

has the potential to avoid residue burning by 

practicing mulching. The cost of cultivation is 

lower in ZBNF. 

 

Four main elements and models of ZNBF 

 

Bijamrita: The seeds are treated with 

formulations prepared using cow dung and 

cow urine from native cow species. The seed 

treatment using “Bijamrita” protects the seeds 

from diseases. 

 

Jiwamrita/Jeevamrutha: Jiwamrita is 

prepared using cow dung and cow urine. It is 

used as an input for the plants. It is a 

fermented microbial culture obtained from 

cow dung, urine, jaggery, pulse flour and 

uncontaminated soil. This fermented microbial 

culture when applied to soil, adds nutrients to 

the soil besides acting as a catalytic agent to 

promote the activity of microorganisms and 

earthworms in the soil. This culture stimulates 

microbial activity in the soil and enhances 

nutrient availability for the plants, protects the 

crops against soil pathogens and increases 

carbon content of the soil. 

 

Acchadana/Mulching: Mulching is the process 

of covering the top soil with crop 

wastes/organic waste or with cover crops. 

Mulching materials decomposes and produces 

humus which conserves top soil, increases 

water retention capacity of the soil, decreases 

evaporation loss, encourages soil fauna 

besides enriching soil nutrient status and 

controlling weed growth. 

 

Waaphasa/Moisture (Soil Aeration): Good 

aeration is required in the soil for plant growth 

and development. Due to the application of 

Jiwamrita and mulching, the aeration of the 

soil increases, thus improves humus content, 

water availability, water holding capacity and 
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soil structure which is most suitable for crop 

growth especially during drought periods. 

 

ZBNF- Cropping Model 

The model is based on raising poly crops i.e. 

growing short-duration and long-duration 

crops(main crop) together so that the cost of 

raising the main crops will be recovered from 

the income generated from the short-duration 

crops resulting in “zero” expenditure for the 

main crop. Hence the term - “Zero Budget 

Natural Farming” - is used for this farming 

model. 

 

Pilot Study on Zero Budget Natural Farming 

 

Indian Council of Agriculture Research through 

ICAR-Indian Institute of Farming Systems 

Research has initiated a study on Evaluation of 

Zero Budget Natural Farming practices in 

Basmati/ coarse rice-wheat system from Rabi 

Season 2017 at four locations namely 

Modipuram(UP), Pantnagar (Uttrakhand), 

Ludhiana(Pb), Kurukshetra (Haryana) . 

National Academy of Agricultural Sciences 

(NAAS) has also organized a brainstorming 

season on Zero Budget Natural Farming in 

August, 2019. 

 

Some of the States following ZBNF - 

Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Himachal, Kerala 

 

Steps by Union Government - 

 

 DARE/ICAR through its Plan Scheme 

‘Network Project on Organic Farming 

(NPOF)’ is undertaking research in 20 

centers covering 16 states to develop 

location-specific organic farming 

package of practices for crops and 

cropping systems. Organic farming 

package of practices for 51 

crops/cropping systems have been 

developed to provide technical 

backstopping to the line departments’ 

schemes implemented in the country. 

 PKVY, a sub-component of Soil Health 

Management (SHM) scheme under 

National Mission for Sustainable 

Agriculture(NMSA), promotes cluster-

based organic farming with 

Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) 

certification. Cluster formation, 

training, certification and marketing 

are supported under the scheme. 

Assistance of Rs. 50,000 per ha for 

three years is provided, out of which 

62 per cent i.e., Rs. 31,000 is given as 

incentive to a farmer towards use of 

organic inputs. 

 The Mission Organic Value Chain 

Development for North Eastern 

Region (MOVCD-NER), promotes 3rd 

party certified organic farming of niche 

crops of north east region through 

Farmer Producer Organisations(FPOs) 

with focus on exports. Farmers are 

given assistance of Rs. 25000/ha for 

three years for organic inputs including 

organic manure and bio-fertilizers etc. 

Support for formation of FPOs, 

capacity building, post-harvest 

infrastructure up to Rs. 2 Crores is also 

provided under the scheme. 

 100 per cent assistance is provided to 

State Governments/ Government 

agencies through Capital Investment 

Subsidy Scheme(CISS) under Soil 

Health Management Scheme for 

setting up of mechanized fruit/ 

vegetable market place, waste/ agro-

waste compost production unit to the 

extent of Rs.190.00 Lakh/unit 

(capacity of 3000 tonne/annum of 

finished compost). Similarly, for 

individuals/private agencies, 
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assistance up to 33 per cent of cost, 

limited to Rs. 63 lakh/unit as capital 

investment is provided for the 

purpose. 

 Under the Agriculture Infrastructure 

Fund(AIF) of Aatmanirbhar Bharat, 

financing facility is provided to State 

agencies, Primary Agricultural Credit 

Societies, Farmer Producer 

Organisations, entrepreneurs etc. for  

setting up of organic input production  

units, community farming assets and 

post-harvest infrastructure for value 

addition to organic produce. 

 The farmers are encouraged to use 

organic inputs by providing financial 

assistance through number of other 

schemes. For example, under the 

National Mission on Oilseeds and Oil 

Palm(NMOOP) and National Food 

Security Mission (NFSM), financial 

assistance @ 50 per cent subsidy to 

the tune of Rs. 300/- per ha is provided 

for use of organic inputs.  

Way Forward 

                   NITI Aayog is one of the foremost 

promoters of ZBNF method. The Andhra 

Pradesh Government experience is also being 

monitored closely to judge the need for further 

public funding support for ZBNF. The Indian 

Council of Agricultural Research is also 

studying the ZBNF method practiced by 

basmati and wheat farmers in some parts of 

India, evaluating the impact on productivity, 

economics and soil health including soil 

organic carbon and soil fertility. If found to be 

successful, an institutional mechanism needs 

to be created to promote the technology 

across the farming community. 

 

 

 

‘AGNI P’: INDIA TEST FIRES NEW-GEN 

NUCLEAR CAPABLE BALLISTIC MISSILE 

 

The Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) successfully tested the 

new generation nuclear capable ballistic 

missile ‘Agni P’. 

 

Agni P was launched from Dr APJ Abdul Kalam 

island off the coast of Odisha. Agni P followed 

textbook trajectory and met all the objectives 

of mission with high level of accuracy. 

 

It is a medium-range ballistic missile, 

developed by Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) as the 

successor of Agni-I and Agni-II missiles. It is the 

sixth missile in Agni (missile) series of ballistic 

missile. The missile can be either transported 

on train or stored in canister. 

                                           According to the 

DRDO, the 'Agni P' is a two-stage canisterised 

solid propellant ballistic missile with dual 

redundant navigation and guidance system. In 

simple terms, canisterisation of missiles 

reduces the time required to launch the missile 

while improving its storage and mobility. 

It has a range of 1,000-2,000 kilometres, 

making it capable of covering vital targets all 

across Pakistan. The Agni P weighs 50 percent 

lesser than the Agni 3 missile and can be 

launched from rail or road. 

 

Additionally, it can be stored for a longer 

period and has easy movability, making it a 

great asset for the country's defence systems. 

The missile comes with new composites, 

propulsion systems, innovative guidance and 

control mechanisms, besides the latest 

navigation systems. 

 

The new missile is wider in diameter, 

potentially allowing for a larger payload to be 
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accommodated, thereby providing India with 

greater flexibility and targeting options. 

 

While there were suggestions that the Agni P 

would replace Prithvi, Agni 1 and Agni 2 series 

of ballistic nuclear missiles that is not the case. 

The Agni P was not a replacement; it was a part 

of the Agni series of missiles with new modern 

features, which makes it very manoeuvrable 

and increases the accuracy. 

 

REINTRODUCED GHARIALS THRIVING IN 

BEAS RESERVE 

 

After successfully reintroducing the critically 

endangered Gharial (Gavialis Gangeticus) in 

the rivers of Punjab where it had become 

extinct half a century ago, the State’s wildlife 

preservation wing is now expecting the 

breeding of the crocodilians to start in the new 

few years as the released gharials are healthy 

and have adapted to the Beas Conservation 

Reserve as their home. 

 

Once natural breeding of gharials starts it 

would then be a real success. The habitat is 

conducive for egg-laying and hatching and all 

necessary steps are being taken to provide a 

safe environment. 

 

The gharial reintroduction in the Beas 

Conservation Reserve is an ambitious 

programme of the Punjab government. The 

reptiles were commonly sighted in the Beas 

River till the 1960s but later became extinct. 

The gharial can be found in north Indian rivers 

like the Ganga, Yamuna, Chambal and their 

tributaries. 

 

Regular monitoring by the department is being 

done to understand the dispersal, behaviour, 

threats and other ecological aspects so that 

these juvenile and sub-adult gharials mature 

into adults and start breeding. 

 

After understanding the Beas river ecosystem, 

learning from other gharial habitats in the 

world and from interacting with numerous 

stakeholders residing or working around the 

Beas river, it is quite evident that change in the 

hydrology due to construction of dams and 

barrages, significantly reduced water flow, 

rapid land-use change of floodplains and 

rampant overfishing led slowly into the 

extinction of the gharial from the Beas. 

 

Like tigers are the topmost predators in a 

forest, gharials are the topmost predators in a 

river. They (gharial) balance the riverine food 

chain. Gharial keeps in check their prey (i.e. 

fish), which keep in check their prey and so on. 

The presence of gharials indicates a healthy 

riverine ecosystem. 

 

Gharials are a type of Crocodilians that also 

includes crocodiles, alligators, caimans, etc. 

India has three species of Crocodilians namely: 

 

• Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus): 

International Union for Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN)-Critically Endangered. 

• Mugger crocodile (Crocodylus 

palustris): IUCN- Vulnerable 

• Saltwater crocodile (Crocodylus 

porosus): IUCN- Least Concern 

 

In comparison to Crocodiles, Gharials are very 

shy and unharmful species. 

• Gharials are critically endangered in 

the IUCN of Nature Red List of Species. 

• Listed under Schedule I of the Wild Life 

(Protection) Act, 1972. 

• Listed on Appendix I of Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species of 

Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 
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BILL ON VOTER ID-AADHAAR LINK 

 

The Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021 that 

seeks to link electoral rolls to Aadhaar number 

was passed by the parliament as an error-free 

Electoral Roll is sine qua non of free and fair 

election. 

 

The Bill allows electoral registration officers to 

ask for Aadhaar numbers of applicants wanting 

to register as voters to establish the identity of 

the applicant. 

105th report of the Department-Related 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on 

Personal, Public Grievances and Law and 

Justice, which expressed the view that linking 

Aadhaar with electoral rolls will purify electoral 

rolls and will consequently reduce electoral 

malpractices. 

According to  Parliamentary Standing 

Committee report on demands of grants of the 

Law Ministry, linkage of unique Aadhaar ID 

Card number with voter I-card which would 

streamline alterations in EPIC during change of 

ordinary residence by the electors. The 

incidence of multiple entry could also be 

eliminated which is required in participative 

democracy. 

It (Bill) also seeks to allow the officers to ask 

for the number from “persons already 

included in the electoral roll for the purposes 

of authentication of entries in electoral roll, 

and to identify registration of name of the 

same person in the electoral roll of more than 

one constituency or more than once in the 

same constituency”. 

 

The amendment Bill makes it clear that “no 

application for inclusion of name in the 

electoral roll shall be denied and no entries in 

the electoral roll shall be deleted for inability 

of an individual to furnish or intimate Aadhaar 

number due to such sufficient cause as may be 

prescribed”. 

 

People who cannot furnish their Aadhaar 

numbers will be allowed to present other 

documents to establish identity. 

 

According to the Bill circulated to the Lok 

Sabha members ahead of its introduction, 

various Sections of the Representation of the 

People Act, 1950 and 1951 will be amended. 

 

The Statement of Objects and Reasons says 

Section 23 of the RP Act, 1950 will be amended 

to allow linking of the roll data with the 

Aadhaar ecosystem “to curb the menace of 

multiple enrolment of the same person in 

different places”. 

 

Amendment to Section 14 of the RP Act, 1950 

will allow to have four “qualifying” dates for 

eligible people to register as voters. 

 

As of now, January 1 of every year is the sole 

qualifying date. 

 

People who turn 18 on or before January 1 can 

register as voters. Those turning 18 after that 

have to wait for one whole year to register as 

voters. Now, “the January 1, April 1, July 1 and 

October 1 in a calendar year” will be the 

qualifying dates in relation to the preparation 

or revision of electoral rolls. 

 

Gender-neutral for service voters 

 

Amendment to Section 20 of the RP Act, 1950 

and Section 60 of the RP Act, 1951 will allow 

the elections become gender-neutral for 

service voters. It will also help replace the 
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word “wife” with the word “spouse” making 

the statutes “gender neutral”. This seeks to 

redress any discrimination against male 

spouses of female armed services employees, 

with “wife” being replaced as “spouse.” 

 

SIX ADDITIONAL SEATS FOR JAMMU, ONE 

FOR KASHMIR PROPOSED 

THE DRAFT PAPER of the Delimitation 

Commission has proposed seven additional 

Assembly seats for Jammu and Kashmir — six 

in Jammu division and one in Kashmir valley.                         

 

For the first time, the commission proposed 

reserving nine seats for Scheduled Tribes (STs) 

on the basis of population. Seven seats are 

proposed for the Scheduled Caste (SC) 

community. 

 

With the proposed addition, the total 

Assembly constituencies in Jammu and 

Kashmir has risen to 90 — in Jammu, the 

number of seats has gone up to 43 from 37, 

and in Kashmir, by one seat to 47. 

 

An additional 24 seats are proposed to be 

reserved for Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). 

Of the seven additional Assembly 

constituencies in the Union Territory, one each 

has been proposed in the districts of Kathua, 

Samba, Rajouri, Reasi, Doda and Kishtwar in 

Jammu division, and Kupwara in the Kashmir 

valley. 

              In a statement, the Commission said it 

has proposed carving out an additional 

constituency in some districts to balance the 

representation for geographical areas with 

inadequate communication and lack of public 

conveniences given their excessive 

remoteness or inhospitable conditions on the 

international border. 

 

The Delimitation Commission is chaired by 

Justice (Retd.) Ranjana Prakash Desai. Chief 

Election Commissioner Sushil Chandra and J&K 

Election Commissioner KK Sharma are the two 

ex-officio members in the panel. 

 
The meeting saw the participation by all three 

MPs of National Conference and two MPs of 

the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) who are 

Associate Members in the panel. The 

parliamentarians from NC had stayed away 

from the first meeting of the Commission on 

February 18 this year. 

 

Delimitation Commission 

                                   The Delimitation 

Commission is appointed by the President of 

India and works in collaboration with the 

Election Commission of India. 

Composition: 

Retired Supreme Court judge 

Chief Election Commissioner 

Respective State Election 

Commissioners 

 

What is Delimitation? 

Delimitation literally means the act or process 

of fixing limits or boundaries of territorial 

constituencies in a country to represent 

changes in population. 
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How delimitation is carried out? 

 

• Under Article 82, the Parliament 

enacts a Delimitation Act after 

every Census. 

• Under Article 170, States also get 

divided into territorial 

constituencies as per Delimitation 

Act after every Census. 

• Once the Act is in force, the Union 

government sets up a Delimitation 

Commission. 

• The first delimitation exercise was 

carried out by the President (with 

the help of the Election 

Commission) in 1950-51. 

• The Delimitation Commission Act 

was enacted in 1952. 

• Delimitation Commissions have 

been set up four times — 1952, 

1963, 1973 and 2002 under the 

Acts of 1952, 1962, 1972 and 2002. 

• There was no delimitation after 

the 1981 and 1991 Censuses. 

 

NITI AAYOG LAUNCHES VERNACULAR 

INNOVATION PROGRAM (VIP) 

 

With an ambition to empower innovators and 

entrepreneurs across the country, Atal 

Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog has come 

up with a first of its kind Vernacular Innovation 

Program (VIP), which will enable innovators 

and entrepreneurs in India to have access to 

the innovation ecosystem in 22 scheduled 

languages by the Government of India. 

 

To build the necessary capacity for the VIP, 

AIM has identified and will be training a 

Vernacular Task Force (VTF) in each of the 22 

scheduled languages. 

                                    Each task force comprises 

of vernacular language teachers, subject 

experts, technical writers, and the leadership 

of regional Atal Incubation Centers (AICs). 

 

The incubation centres would provide the 

start - ups with necessary guidance , tech 

support, infrastructure, access to investors, 

networking, and facilitating a host of other 

resources that may be required for the start - 

up to survive and scale. 

                       To get the program rolling, AIM 

NITI Aayog is launching a train-the-trainer 

program where it will collaborate with the 

Design Department of IIT Delhi to coach the 

VTF in design thinking and entrepreneurship 

and the adaptation of these subjects in the 22 

languages and cultures. 

 

Vernacular Innovation Program strengthens 

the design and innovation capabilities of our 

communities, thereby assisting local 

entrepreneurs, artisans and innovators to 

seamlessly assimilate the knowledge cum 

technical materials that AIM will develop. 

 

This one of its kind initiative by Atal Innovation 

Mission, will help in overcoming the barriers of 

language and empower innovators in the 

farthest areas of the country.  

 

As per the 2011 census, only 10.4% of Indians 

speak English, most as their second, third, or 

fourth language. Not surprisingly, only 0.02% 

of Indians spoke English as their first language. 

Ten years later these numbers are not likely to 

be very different. 

 

Equal opportunity should be created for the 

vernacular innovators who represent the 

staggering 90% of our population. No matter 

which Indian language they speak, is at least as 

creative as the rest. 
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India may be the first nation in the world to 

launch such an initiative where an innovation 

ecosystem catering to 22 languages plus 

English is being built. By providing access to 

learning in one’s language and culture, AIM 

looks forward to enriching the local, regional, 

national and global innovation pipelines. 

 

1000 Springs Initiative: Replenishing springs; 

solving water scarcity 

 

1000 Springs Initiative: Replenishing springs; 

solving water scarcity 

 

“Ensure access to water and sanitation for all,” 

states the 6th Sustainable Development Goal 

of the United Nations. Be it the Ice Stupa of 

Ladakh or the Government’s Har Ghar Jal 

initiative, the importance of water cannot be 

overstressed. Every effort is to provide access 

of water to everyone. 

 

Aligning with such initiatives, in order to 

address the water scarcity in Tribal areas, the 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs has partnered with the 

United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) to harness the potential of springs to 

meet the scarcity issue. 

 

1000 Springs Initiative 

 

The 1000 Springs Initiative has been 

implemented in Odisha with a Community-

based organization Gram Vikas. The initiative 

aims to ensure better access to clean water to 

the indigenous tribal communities. 

 

1000 Springs Initiative works to replenish the 

water bodies in the indigenous communities, 

situated in the hilly mountainous regions, often 

facing water scarcity. This is due to the 

geographical challenges in reaching the water 

in these upper areas. Further, conventional 

methods for groundwater development using 

wells, tubes, boreholes are also limited in hills 

and forests. 

 

What does it do? 

                           This initiative identifies and 

rejuvenates natural springs which then 

supports communities by improving sanitation, 

nutrition, and livelihoods. In addition to this, 

the initiative has highlighted the importance of 

springs or Jharana (as known in the local 

language) and prompted people to take care of 

this natural water source. 

 

As part of the 1000 springs initiative, youths 

from indigenous tribal communities are 

trained as barefoot hydrologists by leveraging 

traditional and scientific knowledge. These 

trained para-hydrologists identify and map 

potential springs in their own and nearby 

habitations using a mobile application. 

 

After this, the data is added to a GIS-based 

Spring Atlas. This online inventory of springs 

helps in locating springs, analyzing their health 

status, quality of water, discharge capacity, 

and other physical, chemical, and biological 

properties. The data is also used to fill the 

information gap to develop a national map of 

springs in the state. 

 

These trained hydrogeologists also go on to 

train communities and help them form Spring 

Shed committees to protect, rejuvenate and 

manage the springs. 

 

How is it helping? 

               According to WHO, globally 827,000 

people die as a result of inadequate water, 

sanitation, and hygiene every year. The lack of 

access to clean water affects the food security, 

health, and well-being of human beings. 
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Further, they also challenge life and make it 

difficult for socio-economic development. 

 

Springs are natural sources of groundwater in 

the hilly areas. These can address the water 

needs of remote rural areas in mountainous 

regions. However, its potential remains 

unused. The communities could not do any 

agriculture, due to the drying of springs, due to 

climate change. Moreover, daily household 

activities were a difficult thing to accomplish 

due to water issues. However, the initiative, 

has not only enhanced their agriculture 

production but also helped with daily life, 

increased livelihood potential, and helped in 

maintaining the ecological balance. 

 

The initiative also encourages the community 

to practice contour- trenching. contour- 

trenching is the digging of ditches to hold 

overland runoff rainwater so that it can 

percolate slowly into the soil. Moreover, they 

also engage in plantations. 

 

So far, the initiative has helped identify 554 

springs covering 116 habitations in 11 districts 

of Odisha. More than 150,000 indigenous 

species of trees have been planted in the 

springs’ catchment areas to reduce the 

rainwater runoff and increase the moisture 

content of soil for sustainable recharge of the 

aquifers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

INDIA JOINS G20’S TROIKA WITH INDONESIA 

AND ITALY 

India on December 1, 2021, joined the G20 

‘Troika’. 

With this move, India has started the 

procedure for taking over the G20 presidency 

next year. Troika refers to the top grouping 

within the G20 that consists of the current, 

previous and the incoming presidencies — 

Indonesia, Italy and India. 

India will assume the G20 presidency on 

December 1, 2022 from Indonesia, and will 

convene the G20 Leaders’ Summit for the first 

time in India in 2023. 

Italy hosted the G20 summit during October 

30-31 that was attended by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi where India had raised the 

issue of Afghanistan’s future following the 

takeover by the Taliban. 

Indonesia took over the G20 presidency on few 

days back. In the coming months, Indonesia 

will hold rounds of discussion at various levels 

among the members of the G20 before 

convening the G20 Leaders’ Summit scheduled 

for October 30-31, 2022. Next year’s summit 

will be organised along the overall theme of 

“Recover Together, Recover Stronger”. 

STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONING OF G20 

The G20 Presidency rotates annually according 

to a system that ensures a regional balance 

over time. 

For the selection of presidency, the 19 

countries are divided into 5 groups, each 

having no more than 4 countries. The 

presidency rotates between each group. Every 
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year the G20 selects a country from another 

group to be president. 

India is in Group 2 which also has Russia, South 

Africa, and Turkey. 

The G20 does not have a permanent secretariat 

or Headquarters. Instead, the G20 president is 

responsible for bringing together the G20 

agenda in consultation with other members 

and in response to developments in the global 

economy. 

TROIKA: Every year when a new country takes 

on the presidency (in this case Argentina 

2018), it works hand in hand with the previous 

presidency (Germany, 2017) and the next 

presidency (Japan, 2019) and this is collectively 

known as TROIKA. This ensures continuity and 

consistency of the group’s agenda. 

 

INDIA OBSERVES 'MAITRI DIWAS' TO MARK 

50 YEARS OF FRIENDSHIP 

Indian marked 50-years since India became the 

first country to recognise the birth of a brand-

new nation in its eastern border. 

On December 6, ten days before the liberation 

of Bangladesh, India decided to formally 

acknowledge the new country. This day will be 

commemorated by the two nations each year 

as 'Maitri Diwas' or 'Friendship Day', adding 

one more layer to the memory of Bangladesh’s 

1971 war of independence from Pakistan and 

India’s role in its liberation. 

The decision to mark Maitri Divas was taken by 

the two prime ministers, during Narendra 

Modi’s visit to Dhaka in March this year. 

The war to liberate Bangladesh began on 

December 3, 1971 and ended with the signing 

of the Instrument of Surrender by Pakistani 

General A.A.K. Niazi on December 16. Three 

days after the beginning of the war, the 

government of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 

recognised Bangladesh as an independent 

nation. 

India-Bangladesh Relations 

India was one of the first countries to recognize 

Bangladesh and establish diplomatic relations 

immediately after its independence in 

December 1971. 

Various Joint exercises of Army (Exercise 

Sampriti) and Navy (Exercise Milan) take place 

between the two countries. 

India and Bangladesh share 54 common rivers. 

A bilateral Joint Rivers Commission (JRC) has 

been working since June 1972 to maintain 

liaison between the two countries to maximize 

benefits from common river systems. 

Bangladesh is India’s biggest trade partner in 

South Asia. India’s exports to Bangladesh for 

financial year 2018-19 (April-March) stood at 

US 9.21 billion USD and imports from 

Bangladesh for the same period stood at US 

1.22 Billion USD. 

The two countries need to focus on priority 

areas, such as investments, security 

connectivity development, cross border 

energy cooperation, blue economy, cultural 

economy, environment and disaster 

management etc. 

 

PANEX-21 

PANEX-21 is a Humanitarian Assistance and 

Disaster Relief Exercise. It is to be held for the 

BIMSTEC countries. It is a multinational 

disaster relief exercise. 

The exercise is to be held among the BIMSTEC 

countries: Bhutan, Bangladesh, Nepal, 

Myanmar, Sri Lanka, India and Thailand. 
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The main aim of the exercise is to build 

regional cooperation in responding to natural 

disasters. It is to be conducted in Pune from 

December 20 to December 22. 

The participants of the exercise will be divided 

into eight syndicates. One syndicate from the 

participating countries and two from India. It 

will analyse the capabilities of member states 

in responding to natural disaster. The countries 

will share their best practices. 

The exercise will review the procedures of 

preparedness and response. It will then 

recommend the evolution of organised 

structure. 

During the exercise, the countries will discuss 

military – to – military cooperation protocol. 

Why is the exercise important? 

Recently, the cyclones in Bay of Bengal are 

becoming more disastrous. This is mainly due 

to climate change. The increase in surface sea 

temperature is making the cyclones more 

powerful. The increase in sea – surface 

temperature increases the wind speeds of the 

cyclones. The devastation caused by Cyclone 

Amphan was 13 billion USD. 

The unplanned development in Ecological 

Sensitive Zones fail to address the risks posed 

by the increasing intense cyclones. 

For these reasons, it is essential to remain 

prepared. Therefore, there is a need for 

international cooperation among the coastal 

countries. 

 

OBSERVER STATUS GRANTED TO 

INTERNATIONAL SOLAR ALLIANCE 

The UN General Assembly has conferred 

Observer Status to the International Solar 

Alliance (ISA), a historic decision which India 

said would help provide for a well-defined 

cooperation between the Alliance and the 

United Nations that would benefit global 

energy growth and development. 

The ISA was conceived as a joint effort by India 

and France to mobilise efforts against climate 

change through the deployment of solar 

energy solutions. It was presented by the 

leaders of the two countries at the 21st 

Conference of Parties (COP21) to the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) held in Paris in 2015. 

In a short span of six years, the ISA has become 

an example of how positive global climate 

action can be taken forward through 

partnerships. 

ISA provides a dedicated platform for 

cooperation among Governments, multilateral 

organisations, industry, and other 

stakeholders to help achieve a common goal. 

A total of 80 countries have signed and ratified 

the ISA Framework Agreement and 101 

countries have only signed the agreement. 

Observer status 

The granting of Observer Status to ISA in the 

General Assembly would help provide for 

regular and well-defined cooperation between 

the Alliance and the United Nations that would 

benefit global energy growth and 

development. 

Observer status is a privilege granted by some 

organizations to non-members to give them an 

ability to participate in the organization's 

activities. 

Observer status is often granted by 

intergovernmental organizations (IGO) to non-

member parties and international 

nongovernmental organizations (INGO) that 

have an interest in the IGO's activities. 
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Observers generally have a limited ability to 

participate in the IGO, lacking the ability to 

vote or propose resolutions. 

 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

Western Indian ocean reefs at high risk of 

collapse, says report 

Coral reef, an underwater ecosystem that 

comprises colonies of corals that are held 

together by a building of calcium carbonate, is 

extremely important for healthy marine 

ecology. One of the rarest and exquisite 

ecosystems on Earth, it is a source of food and 

shelter for about 25% of all marine species. 

The latest International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN) report says that 

the coral reefs in the Western Indian ocean 

might see the end of light within 50 years. 

Earlier, scientists from the University of Hawaii 

Manoa said that of the world’s existing coral 

reefs, about 70-90% are predicted to disappear 

in the next 20 years. 

But is it crying over spilled milk or something 

can still be done about it? Environment experts 

say that strong and timely decision is required 

to save the corals from disappearing. 

IUCN Report 

According to the new assessment of the coral 

reefs of the Western Indian Ocean, it was 

revealed that they are all at a high risk of 

collapse within the next five decades. For the 

assessment, the coral reefs of the 10 countries 

in the Western Indian Ocean were split into 11 

sub-regions and assessed using the IUCN 

criteria for the Red List of Ecosystems. The 

study has been published in the journal Nature 

Sustainability. 

Reefs in all sub-regions were found to be at 

high risk of complete ecosystem collapse and 

irreversible damage. The main contributors to 

the risk are ocean warming and overfishing. 

Western Indian Ocean Countries 

The Western Indian Ocean region comprises of 

10 countries – Comoros, France, Kenya, 

Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, 

Seychelles, Somalia, South Africa, and 

Tanzania. Of these, five are mainland 

continental states, four are small island states, 

and one, Madagascar, combines elements of 

both. 

What are Coral Reefs so important? 

If wetlands are the kidney of the earth, coral 

reefs are the indicator of ocean health. The 

coral reef ecosystem helps all other marine 

ecosystems flourish. Not only a provider of 

food to marine animals, but it is also a habitat 

for fishes, and they rely on it for their 

protection and survival. 

Furthermore, it contributes to the fishing 

industry, protects the beaches and coastlines 

from erosion, acts as the ocean’s filter, and 

provides life-saving medicines. 

What can be done to save them? 

Coral reefs are one of the most endangered 

biodiversity hotspots in the world. Human 

activities have led to the loss of their habitat. 

This includes overfishing and the impact of 

climate change. Apart from this, increased 

tourism activities, plastic wastes, untreated 

water pollution, rising sea temperatures, oil 

spills also cause a threat to the coral system. 

Need to improve fishing management: need 

to improve local fisheries management to 

ensure the health of reef systems and secure 

sustainable fish stocks. 
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Strong actions for climate change: emphasize 

the impact of rising sea level, ocean 

temperature, and climate change and calling 

strong actions to amend it. 

In addition to this, a check on water pollution, 

proper management of plastic waste, and legal 

provisions, regulations, and strong actions are 

the most important in restoring the 

environment. Further, global conversations 

like the COP26 are equally important. 

Small actions such as no use of single-use 

plastics, not using sunscreens made of nano 

zinc oxide as zinc oxide intoxicates the reef 

ecosystem, etc can also help the reef flourish. 

 

NASA SPACECRAFT ENTERS SUN’S 

ATMOSPHERE ‘CORONA’ 

For the first time in history, a NASA spacecraft 

has officially ‘touched’ the sun, plunging 

through the unexplored solar atmosphere 

known as the ‘corona’. 

The Parker Solar Probe actually flew through 

the corona in April 2021 during the spacecraft’s 

eighth close approach to the sun. Scientists 

said it took a few months to get the data back 

and then several more months to confirm. 

Launched in 2018, Parker was 8 million miles 

(13 million kilometers) from the centre of the 

sun when it first crossed the jagged, uneven 

boundary between the solar atmosphere and 

outgoing solar wind. The spacecraft dipped in 

and out of the corona at least three times, each 

a smooth transition, according to scientists. 

 

 

NASA’s flagship telescope, and its successor 

NASA has announced the launch of the James 

Webb Space Telescope (JWST) at 7.20 am EST 

(5.50 pm India time) on December 24. Webb, 

the world’s premier space science observatory, 

will succeed the Hubble Space Telescope, 

NASA’s flagship telescope that has been in 

service for more than three decades now. 

NASA says Webb is not Hubble’s replacement 

— rather, its successor whose science goals 

were motivated by the results from Hubble. 

Webb will primarily study the universe in the 

infrared, while Hubble looks at it mainly at 

optical and ultraviolet wavelengths. Webb’s 

mirror is much larger than Hubble’s; it can, 

therefore, look farther back into time than 

Hubble. Also, Hubble is in a much closer orbit 

around Earth than Webb will be. 

 

WAVELENGTH: Webb’s four instruments to 

capture images and spectra of astronomical 

objects will provide wavelength coverage from 

0.6 to 28 microns (the infrared part of the 

electromagnetic spectrum is from about 0.75 
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microns to a few hundred microns); the 

instruments on Hubble can observe mainly in 

the ultraviolet and visible parts of the 

spectrum from 0.1 to 0.8 microns. Infrared 

observations are important because light at 

this wavelength can penetrate the dust that 

shrouds newly formed stars and planets, and 

make them visible. 

SIZE: Webb’s primary mirror is approximately 

6.5 metres in diameter, giving it a significantly 

larger collecting area than the mirrors of the 

current generation of space telescopes. 

Hubble’s mirror has a diameter of 2.4 metres, 

which means Webb’s collecting area is around 

6.25 times that of Hubble’s. Webb will cover 

more than ~15 times the field of view covered 

by Hubble’s NICMOS camera. Webb’s 

sunshield is about 22 m by 12 m, a little less 

than the size of a tennis court. 

ORBIT: Hubble orbits the Earth at an altitude of 

~570 km. Webb will not orbit the Earth, instead 

it will sit at the Earth-Sun L2 Lagrange point, 

1.5 million km away. This means that Webb will 

orbit the Sun along with the Earth, but will stay 

fixed at the same spot in relation to the Earth 

and the Sun. At the L2 point, Webb’s solar 

shield will block the light from the Sun, Earth, 

and Moon, which will help it stay cool — 

important for an infrared telescope. 

 

HOW FAR: Because light takes time to travel, 

the farther away an object is, the farther back 

in time we are looking. Thus, while Hubble can 

see the equivalent of “toddler galaxies”, Webb 

will be able to see “baby galaxies”. This is also 

because Webb is an infrared telescope, and can 

see distant objects which are very dim at 

visible wavelengths of light. 

 

 

GLIMPSES OF HISTORY 
 

50th ‘Vijay Diwas’: A day when 93,000 

Pakistan soldiers surrendered to Indian 

Armed Forces 

Recognising the courage, valour and sacrifice 

of the Indian Armed Forces during the 1971 

war, the entire nation is commemorating the 

golden chapter in India’s military history, the 

50th anniversary of ‘Vijay Diwas’. 

On December 16, 1971, exactly 50 years ago, 

the largest military surrender after the second 

world war happened when 93,000 soldiers 

from the Pakistan Army laid down their arms in 

front of Indian Forces – liberating and giving 

birth to Bangladesh. 

Deciphering the significance of Vijay Diwas 

Vijay Diwas is celebrated every year on 16th 

December to mark the day of surrender and 

decisive victory of Indian Armed Forces over 

Pakistani Armed Forces. 

‘Instrument of Surrender’, a written document 

that enabled the surrender of 93,000 soldiers 

of the Pakistan Armed Forces, was inked by the 

Pakistani Army’s commander in East Pakistan 

(now Bangladesh) Lieutenant General Amir 

Abdullah Khan Niazi accepting decisive defeat 

in Eastern Theatre. 

To read the ‘Instrument of Surrender’: The 

document was signed by General Officer 

Commanding-in-Chief (GOC-in-C) of Indian and 

Bangladesh Forces in Eastern Theatre 

Lieutenant General Jagjit Singh Aurora from 

the Indian side. During the Surrender 

Ceremony, Field Officer Commanding-in-Chief 

(FOC-in-C), Eastern Naval Command Vice 

Admiral N Krishnan and Air Officer 

Commanding-in-Chief (AOC-in-C), Eastern Air 
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Command Air Marshal HC Dewan were also 

present. 

How India won 1971 war? 

The 1971 Indo-Pak War started with the 

Pakistan side, launching pre-emptive strikes on 

a large number of Indian Air Force (IAF) bases. 

A swift response to these unprovoked attacks 

was launched by the Indian Defence Forces on 

the Western and Eastern Fronts, on land, sea 

and air. 

           With proactive action of Indian Armed 

Forces, around 93,000 Pakistani soldiers 

surrendered in Dhaka and Bangladesh 

emerged as an independent country. 

 

OBSERVANCES OF THE 

MONTH 
 

WORLD SOIL DAY 2021 CELEBRATED 

World Soil Day is commemorated on December 

5 annually and is aimed at spreading 

awareness about the importance of soil. The 

poor condition of soil leads to degradation, 

which is a pressing environmental issue 

globally. 

The day encourages people to come together 

and think of sustainable ways to manage soil 

resources. The date of December 5 was chosen 

because it coincides with the birthday of 

Thailand's King, HM King Bhumibol Adulyadej, 

who formally sanctioned the event. 

World Soil Day: History 

In 2002, the International Union of Soil 

Sciences (IUSS) proposed a global day to 

honour soil. The idea was to raise awareness 

on soil degradation, its effects, and how to 

prevent it. 

The United Nations Food and Agricultural 

Organization (FAO) backed the cause and the 

establishment of World Soil Day under the 

leadership of the king of Thailand and the 

framework of the Global Soil Partnership. 

In 2013, the United Nations General Assembly 

declared December 5, 2014, to be the first 

official World Soil Day. 

“Halt soil salinization, enhance soil production” 

is the theme for World Soil Day 2021. Its goal is 

to promote awareness of the importance of 

healthy ecosystems by tackling issues related 

to soil management and soil salinisation, which 

causes erosion, leading to poor agricultural 

yields in a particular region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We strongly believe in revision of Current 

Affairs is a vital section in the process of 

preparing for competitive exams and EDSTAR 

is firm enough to provide monthly current 

affairs module covering variety of domains in 

an enhanced manner. 

http://www.edstar.in/

