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OPEN Horizon is EDSTAR’S monthly 
publication of contemporary issues and 

current affairs analysis. It is in fact a 
collective effort, by experienced 

educators in varied themes, of identifying 
current affairs in light of the Competitive 

Exams, supplementing them with 
background information, explaining their 

related dimensions, lending them a 
generalist viewpoint and thus producing 

critical notes for the preparation of to-the-
point syllabus. 

 

Keeping these things in mind, we, at 
EDSTAR, are always in the process of 
evolving our self so as to help aspirants 
counter the challenges put forward by 
competitive exams. 

 

We hope that the initiative by EDSTAR will 
be to the liking of our students, readers and 
aspirants. 

 

Thanks 

Best Wishes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD, BETTER, BEST. NEVER LET IT REST. 'TIL YOUR 
GOOD IS BETTER AND YOUR BETTER IS BEST.  

– ST. JEROME 

ORGANISATION’S NOTE 

It is commitment that transforms 
the vision of success into actual 

success. Commitment stands 
first on the list of values and 

priorities of successful people. 
Being committed thus requires 
that a person is fully engaged in 

her endeavours and remains 
conscious and persistent enough 

to realize her life goals. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

Karbi Peace Accord 

In the News  

Five terrorist groups representing Assam's 
Karbi tribe signed a three-way arrangement 
with the Centre and the state government, 
kindling hopes of a return of peace after 
decades of violence. The historic Karbi 
Anglong Peace Accord involves the laying 
down of arms by members of the community 
and the government spending up to ₹ 1,000 
crore over the next five years towards 
development. The accord was signed in New 
Delhi by the People's Democratic Council of 
Karbi Longri, Karbi Longri NC Hills Liberation 
Front, 

Karbi People's Liberation Tiger, Kuki 
Liberation Front, and the United Peoples 
Liberation Army, with representatives of the 
Centre and the state government. The deal 
was wrapped up in the presence of Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, and his 
predecessor Sarbananda Sonowal. "It is the 
vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 
welcome those who leave guns to be inducted 
to the mainstream and provide them with 
more benefits than they ask for to encourage 
them to work for the betterment of their 
region," Mr Shah said. "As per the accord, ₹ 
1,000 crore in five ₹ 200 crore instalments will 
be allotted through the Assam budget over the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

next five years. Besides that, Karbi Kalyan 
Parishad and a consolidated fund for the 
KAAC through the state is also being 
discussed." KAAC, or the Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council, is an autonomous 
district council, protected under the Sixth 
Schedule of the Indian Constitution. The Karbi 
tribe are mostly natives of two Assam districts 
-- Karbi Anglong and Karbi Anglong West. For 
decades they have demanded a separate state 
for themselves. An armed insurgency with this 
aim began in the region sometime in the 
1990s. Following the signing of the accord, the 
Union Home Minister said that in the run up to 
the deal, at least 1,000 former members of 
these organisations had laid down their arms, 
seeking inclusion in the mainstream. The 
former terrorists surrendered 338 weapons, 
including eight light machine guns with 11,203 
bullets, 11 M-16 rifles, and 58 AK-47 rifles, ANI 
reported. The surrender happened a year after 
the Bodo Accord, first signed in 2003, was 
extended last January by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's government, according to the 
ANI report. Elaborating on the Accord, Mr Shah 
said at least 32 new projects worth ₹ 325 crore 
had been allotted to the KAAC, besides a ₹ 22 
crore infrastructure development project. 

NEWS OF THE MONTH 
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Soon, according to him, 20 projects worth at 
least ₹ 200 crore in all will also be undertaken. 

About 

Around 1,040 terrorists from five insurgent 
groups of Karbi Anglong district ceremonially 
put down their arms at an event in Guwahati in 
February, in the presence of then Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal. This 
development further bolstered the ‘terrorism-
free Assam’ image of present BJP-led 
government. Surrendered terrorists belong to 
Karbi Longri NC Hills Liberation Front (KLNLF), 
United People’s Liberation Army (UPLA), 
People’s Democratic Council of Karbi Longri 
(PDCK) and Kuki Liberation Front (KLF). They 
had come to surrender their weapons a year 
after signing of Bodo Peace Accord to end the 
long-run violence in Bodoland. Bodoland 
region is an autonomous territorial region, 
administered by the Bodoland Territorial 
Council, which is an elected body. Bodo Accord 
was first signed in 2003 in a bid to maintain 
peace in the region. In 2020, it was extended 
by central government. These outfits were 
originated from the core demand of 
establishing a separate state. Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC) is an 
autonomous district council, which is 
protected under Sixth Schedule of the Indian 
Constitution. Karbi National Volunteers and 
Karbi People’s Force joined together to form 
United People’s Democratic Solidarity (UPDS) 
in 1990s. UPDS put down arms and signed a 
tripartite memorandum of settlement, in 
November 2011, with Centre and Government 
of Assam in return of enhanced autonomy and 
special packages for the KAAC. In February this 
year, 1,040 Karbi militants belonging to five 
outfits laid down arms before then Assam CM 
Sarbananda Sonowal to return to the 
mainstream. The militants belong to People's 
Democratic Council of Karbi Longri (PDCK), 

Karbi Longri NC Hills Liberation Front (KLNLF), 
Karbi People's Liberation Tiger (KPLT), Kuki 
Liberation Front (KLF) and United Peoples 
Liberation Army (UPLA). These outfits 
originated from the core demand of forming a 
separate state. The Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC) is an autonomous district 
council, protected under the Sixth Schedule of 
the Indian Constitution. Some of the demands 
of the militant groups are direct transfer to 
KAAC, reservation of seats for ST, more powers 
to the council, inclusion of Karbi language in 
the Eighth Schedule and more MP/MLA seats 
and financial package of Rs 1,500 crore. 

 

MISSION SAGAR 

As part of the ongoing Mission SAGAR, INS 
Airavat reached Sattahip in Thailand with 
COVID relief material. The ship delivered 300 
oxygen concentrators based on the 
requirement projected by the government of 
Thailand in its fight against COVID-19 
pandemic. 

INS Airavat has been deployed to deliver 
COVID relief material to friendly foreign 
nations in Southeast Asia under the guidance 
of Mission SAGAR launched by the Indian 
government last year. 

SAGAR POLICY 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
introduced the concept of SAGAR 
during his visit to Mauritius in March 
2015. 

• It is a high-level articulation of India’s 
vision for the Indian Ocean. SAGAR has 
distinct but inter-related elements and 
underscores India’s engagement in the 
Indian Ocean. 

• The principles enshrined in SAGAR 
provide a coherent framework to 

http://www.edstar.in/
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address some of the challenges related 
to economic revival, connectivity, 
security, culture and identity. 

• During his address in Maldives 
Parliament in June 2019, Modi said 
SAGAR is also a blueprint for 
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region. 

• Under the broad vision of SAGAR, 
relations have been augmented with 
partners in the region in defence and 
security, development partnership, 
training and capacity building. The 
Indian Ocean Region received priority 
in COVID assistance. 

KEY FEATURES 

• Enhancing capacities to safeguard land 
and maritime territories and interests. 

• Deepening economic and security 
cooperation in the littoral. 

• Promoting collective action to deal 
with natural disasters and maritime 
threats like piracy, terrorism and 
emergent non-state actors. 

• Working towards sustainable regional 
development through enhanced 
collaboration. 

• Engaging with countries beyond 
shores with the aim of building greater 
trust and promoting respect for 
maritime rules, norms and peaceful 
resolution of disputes. 

• The Blue Economy has emerged as a 
promising new pillar of prosperity in 
the region, with immense economic 
and employment potential. India is 
engaging with its neighbours in Blue 
Economy initiatives. 

 

Why is SAGAR mission required? 

• India can leverage on the Blue 
economy through this initiative. A Blue 
economy presents an opportunity to 
meet its national socio-economic 
challenges. In addition connectivity 
with its neighbours can be enhanced 

• Regional issue such as disasters, piracy 
can be tackled. Further an integrated 
approach and cooperative future will 
become possible through the 
implementation of the SAGAR 
initiative. 

• Through the 21st Century Maritime 
Silk Route, China has been exerting its 
influence in the Indian Ocean region. 
This is a double-edged sword as they 
have commercial and military 
implications in the form of the String of 
Pearls strategy. Keeping this context in 
mind, the SAGAR vision is important in 
countering such issues. 

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)? 

• The Indian Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA) was previously named the 
Indian Ocean Rim Initiative. 

• It was also called the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association for Regional Cooperation 
or the IOR-ARC for short. 

http://www.edstar.in/
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• It is a regional tripartite forum that 
gathers government representatives, 
academia and business leaders for 
encouraging cooperation and greater 
interaction between them. 

• The organisation is founded upon the 
values of open regionalism for 
boosting economic cooperation 
especially on the realms of trade 
facilitation, investment, the region’s 
social development and promotion. 

• Currently, it has 23 member states. 
• The IORA was formed in March 1997. 
• The idea for the IORA was formed by 

India and South Africa. 

 

 

CHALLENGES 

• The main challenge is to ensure intra-
ocean trade and investment, and the 
sustainable harnessing of the wealth 
of the seas, including food, medicines 
and clean energy. 

• Security is fundamental to the SAGAR 
vision. If the revitalised maritime 
economy of the Indian Ocean region is 
to be a force for global economic 
growth, it is essential that the waters 
remain peaceful, stable and secure. 

• The waters must not only be better 
connected but they should remain free 
from non-traditional and traditional 
threats that could impede the 

seamless movement of goods, people 
and ideas. 

• The Indian Ocean is prone to non-
traditional security threats like piracy, 
smuggling, maritime terrorism, illegal 
fishing, and trafficking of humans and 
narcotics. 

In the process of providing much needed 
humanitarian aid and strengthening relations 
with its maritime partners, India also aims to 
counter the Chinese ‘string of pearls’ doctrine 
and any other instances of its growing clout in 
the region. 

 

How SC Judges are appointed? 

Recently, Nine judges of the Supreme Court 
took oath, the biggest ever number at one go. 
A third of the new judges are women, another 
first, even though the 33-strong Bench still has 
only four women. 

WHO APPOINTS SUPREME COURT JUDGES? 

• Articles 124(2) and 217 of the 
Constitution governs the appointment 
of judges to the Supreme Court and 
High Courts respectively. Under both 
provisions, the President has the 
power to make the appointments after 
consultation with such of the Judges of 
the Supreme Court and of the High 
Courts in the States as the President 
may deem necessary. 

• Over the years, the word consultation 
has been at the centre of debate on 
the executive’s power to appoint 
judges. In practice, the executive held 
this power since Independence, and a 
convention of seniority was evolved 
for appointing the Chief Justice of 
India. 

http://www.edstar.in/
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• However this changed in the 80s in a 
series of Supreme Court cases, in 
which the judiciary essentially 
impounded the power of appointment 
to itself. 

WHAT WERE THE CASES? 

• The tussle between the executive and 
the judiciary over judges appointment 
began following the Indira Gandhi led 
government’s move in 1973 to replace 
three senior judges and appoint Justice 
A N Ray as CJI. 

• In three cases which came to be known 
as the Judges Cases in 1981, 1993 and 
1998, the Supreme Court evolved the 
collegium system for appointing 
judges. A group of senior Supreme 
Court judges headed by the CJI would 
make recommendations to the 
President on who should be 
appointed. These rulings not only 
shrank the executive say in proposing 
a candidate for judgeship, but also 
took away the executive’s veto power. 

• In the First Judges Case S P Gupta v 
Union of India (1981), the Supreme 
Court ruled that the President does 
not require the concurrence of the CJI 
in appointment of judges. The ruling 
affirmed the pre-eminence of the 
executive in making appointments, but 
was overturned 12 years later in the 
Second Judges Case. 

• In the Supreme Court Advocates-on-
Record Association v Union of India 
(1993), a nine-judge Constitution 
Bench evolved the collegium system 
for appointment and transfer of judges 
in the higher judiciary. 

• In 1998, President K R Narayanan 
issued a Presidential Reference to the 
Supreme Court over the meaning of 

the term consultation whether it 
required consultation with a number 
of judges in forming the CJI’s opinion, 
or whether the CJI’s sole opinion could 
by itself constitute a consultation. The 
ruling on this established a quorum 
and majority vote in the collegium to 
make recommendations to the 
President. 

• In 2014, the NDA government 
attempted to claw back control on 
judicial appointments by establishing 
the National Judicial Appointments 
Commission through constitutional 
amendments. Although the law, which 
gave the executive a greater foot in the 
door in appointments, had support 
across political parties, the Supreme 
Court struck it down as 
unconstitutional. 

HOW DID THIS BACKLOG ACCUMULATE? 

• In 2019, the Supreme Court was 
functioning at its full strength of 34. 
When CJI S A Bobde took over, he 
inherited just one vacancy, that of his 
predecessor Ranjan Gogoi. 

• The collegium headed by CJI Bobde 
could not reach a consensus in 
recommending names, leading to an 
impasse that led to accumulation of 
vacancies, of which now only one. 

• The High Courts on average have over 
a 30% vacancy. The age of retirement 
is 65 years for SC judges and 62 for HC 
judges. 

• The process of appointing judges is a 
continuous one and the collegium 
system is multi-step process with 
little accountability on even the 
timelines that the judiciary has set for 
itself. 

http://www.edstar.in/
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• For High Court appointments, the 
process is initiated by the High Court 
collegium (a group) and the file then 
moves to the state government, the 
central government and then to the SC 
collegium after intelligence reports are 
gathered on the candidates 
recommended. 

• This process often takes over a year. 
Once the SC collegium clears the 
names, a delay also happens at the 
government level for final approval 
and appointment. If the government 
wants the collegium to reconsider a 
recommendation, the file is sent back 
and the collegium can reiterate or 
withdraw its decision. 

HAS THE NUMBER OF WOMEN JUDGES 
ALWAYS BEEN LOW? 

• Lack of representation in terms of 
caste and gender has been an issue in 
the higher judiciary. 

• Before the latest appointments, 
Justice Indira Banerjee was the only 
woman judge in the Supreme Court. 
Justice B V Nagarathna is in line to 
become India’s first woman CJI, 80 
years after Independence. 

• In 1989, justice Fathima Beevi became 
the first judge to be appointed to the 
Supreme Court. Since then, however, 
the SC has had only 11 women judges, 
inducing the three women appointed 
recently. 

• A 2018 study noted that while 
representation of women in the lower 
judiciary is higher at 27%, they hit a 
glass ceiling in higher appointments as 
district judges and subsequently at the 
high court level. 

 

NATIONAL DATABASE CREATED WITH 
RECORDS OF 5.5 CR. FARMERS 

The Centre has created a National Farmers’ 
Database with records of 5.5 crore farmers, 
which it hopes to increase to 8 crore farmers 
by December by linking it to State land record 
databases. 

Agriculture has to be linked with digital 
technology, scientific research and 
knowledge,” Agri. Minister Tomar said. 

The national database was created by taking 
data from existing national schemes such as 
PM-KISAN, soil health cards and the insurance 
scheme PM Fasal Bima Yojna. So far, 5.5 crore 
farmers had been identified in this manner. 

The Agriculture Minister urged States to create 
their own databases using the national 
database’s federated structure and also allow 
linkages to the land records maintained by the 
States. 

With the help of State governments, a total of 
eight crore farmers would be included by the 
end of the year, he said. He also urged them to 
study the Karnataka model for digital 
agriculture. 

The government of Karnataka had partnered 
with US tech giant Microsoft to use artificial 
intelligence (AI) for digital agriculture. The 
collaboration empowered smallholder farmers 
with technology-oriented solutions that 
helped them increase income using ground-
breaking, cloud-based technologies, machine 
learning and advanced analytics. 

Minister said that the database could be used 
“for targeted service delivery with higher 
efficiency and in a focussed & time bound 
manner” and that it was the core for the 
proposed Agristack digital agriculture 
ecosystem. 

http://www.edstar.in/
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Already, companies like Microsoft, Amazon 
and Patanjali had been asked to develop 
technology solutions for farmers using data 
from the database. 

Concerns 

Activists have raised some privacy and consent 
concerns about using farmers’ data in such a 
way, and also asked why landless farmers are 
excluded. 

AGRISTACK 

• It is a collection of 
technologies and digital 
databases that focuses on 
farmers and the 
agricultural sector. 

• AgriStack will create a 
unified platform for 
farmers to provide them 
end to end services across 
the agriculture food value 
chain. 

• It is in line with the 
Centre’s Digital India 
programme, aimed at 
providing a broader push 
to digitise data in India, 
from land titles to medical 
records. 

• The government is also 
implementing the 
National Land Records 
Modernisation 
Programme (NRLMP). 

• Under the programme, 
each farmer will have a 
unique digital 
identification (farmers’ ID) 
that contains personal 
details, information about 
the land they farm, as well 

as production and 
financial details. 

• Each ID will be linked to 
the individual's digital 
national ID Aadhaar. 

 

INDIA’S FIRST DUGONG CONSERVATION 
RESERVE 

The Tamil Nadu government announced plans 
to set up India’s first Dugong Conservation 
Reserve in the Palk Bay on the southeast coast 
of the state. 

Dugong or sea cow is an endangered marine 
mammal that is facing extinction due to 
habitat loss, sea pollution, and loss of 
seagrass. In Tamil Nadu, dugong is found in 
Gulf of Mannar, which is a shallow bay area 
between south eastern tip of Tamil Nadu and 
western part of Sri Lanka, and at Palk Bay, a 
semi enclosed shallow area in the same region. 

The Marine Conservation Reserve will cover an 
area of 500km in Palk Bay. 

WHAT ARE DUGONGS? 

Dugong is a sea mammal and the only living 
species of the order Sirenia. It is restricted to 
coastal habitat due to sea grass, which forms 
major part of its diet. 

Dugongs have a distinct dolphin-like tail, a 
different skull form, and teeth pattern. Its 
closest relative, Steller's Sea cow, was hunted 
to extinction in eighteenth century. 

An estimated 200 individuals of dugongs are 
believed to live in the area which would largely 
benefit from Tamil Nadu government's recent 
decision to establish conservation reserve. 

The IUCN has listed dugong as a “vulnerable to 
extinction species”. On the other hand, 
Convention on International Trade in 
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Endangered Species has limited or banned the 
trade of derived products. 

 

They are protected in India under Schedule I 
of the Wild (Life) Protection Act, 1972. 

 

CENTRE HIKES MINIMUM SUPPORT PRICE 
FOR RABI CROPS 

The Centre has increased the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) for wheat for the 
upcoming rabi season to ₹2,015 per quintal, a 
2% hike from the ₹1,975 per quintal rate of last 
year. 

Oilseeds and pulses such as mustard, safflower 
and masoor dal saw higher MSP increases of up 
to 8% in a bid to encourage crop 
diversification, according to a statement on the 
decision of the Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs. 

The MSP is the rate at which the government 
purchases crops from farmers. Currently, rates 
are fixed for 23 crops, including six crops 
during the upcoming rabi or winter season for 
which sowing will begin in October. 

According to the Centre, the cost of production 
of wheat for the upcoming marketing season 
of 2022-23 is ₹1,008 per quintal, meaning that 
the new MSP of ₹2,015 will result in 100% 
returns. Rapeseed and mustard farmers, who 
saw MSP rise 8.6%, or ₹400 per quintal, to a 

rate of ₹5,050 per quintal can also expect 100% 
returns. 

Masoor dal also saw a ₹400 per quintal hike, 
which means MSP for the lentil will be 7.8% 
higher than last year, with 79% returns over 
the cost of production. Chana or gram saw a 
2.5% hike in MSP, resulting in 74% returns. 

The expected returns to farmers over farmer’s 
cost of production are estimated to be highest 
in case of wheat and mustard seed (100% 
each), followed by lentil (79%), gram (74%); 
barley (60%) and safflower (50%). 

Efforts by Government- 

Concerted efforts were made over the last few 
years to realign the MSPs in favour of oilseeds, 
pulses and coarse cereals to encourage 
farmers shift to larger area under these crops 
and adopt best technologies and farm 
practices, to correct demand — supply 
imbalance. 

Additionally, National Mission on Edible Oils-
Oil Palm (NMEO-OP), Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme recently announced by the 
government, will help in increasing the 
domestic production of edible oils and reduce 
imports dependency. With the total outlay of 
Rs.11,040 crore, the scheme will not only aid in 
expanding area and productivity of the sector, 
but also benefit the farmers by increasing their 
income and generation of additional 
employment. 

The Umbrella Scheme "Pradhan Mantri 
Annadata Aay SanraksHan Abhiyan' (PM-
AASHA) announced by the government in 2018 
will aid in providing remunerative return to 
farmers for their produce. The Umbrella 
Scheme consists of three sub-schemes i.e. 
Price Support Scheme (PSS), Price Deficiency 
Payment Scheme (PDPS) and Private 
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Procurement & Stockist Scheme (PPSS) on a 
pilot basis. 

PRADHAN MANTRI ANNADATA AAY 
SANRAKSHAN ABHIYAN' (PM-AASHA) 

Private Procurement & Stockist Scheme 

This scheme allows the participation of the 
private sector in the procurement of food 
grains  

Price Support Scheme (PSS) 

The Department of Agriculture & Cooperation 
implements the PSS for procurement of oil 
seeds, pulses and cotton, through NAFED 
which is the Central nodal agency, at the MSP 
declared by the government. NAFED 
undertakes procurement as and when prices 
fall below the MSP. 

Price Deficiency Payment Scheme (PDPS) 

Under this, farmers will be compensated for 
the difference between the MSPs for select 
crops and their actual market prices. 

 

DIGITAL POPULATION CLOCK 

Union Minister of State for Health & Family 
Welfare, Bharati Pravin Pawar, inaugurated 
“Digital Population Clock”. 

Dr Pawar observed, “Population policy should 
intend to stabilise population and it requires 
both macro and micro approach. Government 
is ensuring that everyone gets clean fuel, 
house, clean water and health care.” 
Enumerating how population estimation is 
critical in the distribution and access to public 
goods, she brought to light the critical role 
Population Research Centres (PRCs) can play in 
researching contemporary issues. 

Population clock was launched in order to 
provide minute by minute estimate of India’s 

population. It will also capture data on Total 
Fertility Rate, Infant Mortality Rate as well as 
Maternal Mortality Rate. It will help in raising 
awareness in young generations and 
conducting research. 

Population in India 

• The current population of 
India is 1,396,161,118 as 
of Saturday, September 
11, 2021, based on World-
o-meter elaboration of the 
latest United Nations 
data. 

• India 2020 population is 
estimated at 
1,380,004,385 people at 
mid-year according to UN 
data. 

• India population is 
equivalent to 17.7% of the 
total world population. 

• India ranks number 2 in 
the list of countries (and 
dependencies) by 
population. 

• The population density in 
India is 464 per Km2 
(1,202 people per mi2). 

• The total land area is 
2,973,190 Km2 (1,147,955 
sq. miles) 

• 35.0 % of the population is 
urban (483,098,640 
people in 2020) 

• The median age in India is 
28.4 years. 
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NITI Aayog Launches Report on Reforms in 
Urban Planning Capacity in India 

NITI Aayog launched a report on measures to 
ramp up urban planning capacity in India. The 
report, titled ‘Reforms in Urban Planning 
Capacity in India’, presents a condensed 
outcome of the extensive deliberations and 
consultations conducted over a period of 9 
months.   

Reforms in Urban Planning Capacity 

India is home to 11% of the total global urban 
population. By 2027, India will surpass China as 
the most populous country in the world. 
Unplanned urbanization, however, exerts 
great strain on our cities. In fact, the Covid-19 
pandemic has revealed the dire need for the 
planning and management of our cities. Urban 
planning is the foundation for an integrated 
development of cities, citizens, and the 
environment. Unfortunately, it has received 
due attention so far. The existing urban 
planning and governance framework is 
complex, which often leads to ambiguity and 
lack of accountability.  

The report makes several recommendations 
that can unblock bottlenecks in the value chain 
of urban planning capacity in India. Some of 
them are: 

1. Programmatic Intervention for 
Planning of Healthy Cities: Every city 
must aspire to become a ‘Healthy City 
for All’ by 2030. The report 
recommends a Central Sector Scheme 
‘500 Healthy Cities Programme’, for a 
period of 5 years, wherein priority 
cities and towns would be selected 
jointly by the states and local bodies. 

2. Programmatic Intervention for 
Optimum Utilization of Urban Land: 
All the cities and towns under the 
proposed ‘Healthy Cities Programme’ 

should strengthen development 
control regulations based on scientific 
evidence to maximize the efficiency of 
urban land (or planning area). The 
report recommends a sub-scheme 
‘Preparation/Revision of Development 
Control Regulations’ for this purpose. 

3. Ramping Up of Human Resources: To 
combat the shortage of urban planners 
in the public sector, the report 
recommends that the states/UTs may 
need to a) expedite the filling up of 
vacant positions of town planners, and 
b) additionally sanction 8268 town 
planners’ posts as lateral entry 
positions for a minimum period of 3 
years and a maximum of 5 years to 
meet the gaps. 

4. Undertaking Urban Planning: State 
town and country planning 
departments face an acute shortage of 
town planners. This is compounded by 
the fact that in several states, 
ironically, a qualification in town 
planning is not even an essential 
criterion for such jobs. States may 
need to undertake requisite 
amendments in their recruitment rules 
to ensure the entry of qualified 
candidates into town-planning 
positions. 

5. Re-engineering of Urban Governance: 
There is a need to bring in more 
institutional clarity and also multi-
disciplinary expertise to solve urban 
challenges. The report recommends 
the constitution of a high-powered 
committee to re-engineer the present 
urban-planning governance structure. 
The key aspects that would need to be 
addressed in this effort are: i) clear 
division of the roles and 
responsibilities of various authorities, 
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appropriate revision of rules and 
regulations, etc., ii) creation of a more 
dynamic organizational structure, 
standardisation of the job descriptions 
of town planners and other experts, 
and iii) extensive adoption of 
technology for enabling public 
participation and inter-agency 
coordination. 

6. Revision of Town and Country 
Planning Acts: Most States have 
enacted the Town and Country 
Planning Acts, that enable them to 
prepare and notify master plans for 
implementation. However, many need 
to be reviewed and upgraded. 
Therefore, the formation of an apex 
committee at the state level is 
recommended to undertake a regular 
review of planning legislations 
(including town and country planning 
or urban and regional development 
acts or other relevant acts). 

7. Demystifying Planning and Involving 
Citizens: While it is important to 
maintain the master plans’ technical 
rigour, it is equally important to 
demystify them for enabling citizens’ 
participation at relevant stages. 
Therefore, the committee strongly 
recommends a ‘Citizen Outreach 
Campaign’ for demystifying urban 
planning. 

8. Steps for Enhancing the Role of 
Private Sector: The report 
recommends that concerted measures 
must be taken at multiple levels to 
strengthen the role of the private 
sector to improve the overall planning 
capacity in the country. These include 
the adoption of fair processes for 
procuring technical consultancy 
services, strengthening project 

structuring and management skills in 
the public sector, and empanelment of 
private sector consultancies. 

9. Steps for Strengthening Urban 
Planning Education System: The 
Central universities and technical 
institutions in all the other States/UTs 
are encouraged to offer postgraduate 
degree programmes (MTech Planning) 
to cater to the requirement of 
planners in the country in a phased 
manner. The committee also 
recommends that all such institutions 
may synergize with Ministry of Rural 
Development, Ministry of Panchayati 
Raj and respective state rural 
development 
departments/directorates and 
develop demand-driven short-term 
programmes on rural area planning. 
‘Planning’ as an umbrella term, 
including all its specializations such as 
environment, housing, transportation, 
infrastructure, logistics, rural area, 
regional, etc., or any other 
nomenclature approved by AICTE, 
should be included as a discipline 
under the National Institute Ranking 
Framework (NIRF) of MoE to 
encourage a healthy competition 
among the institutions. The committee 
recommends that AICTE may retain 
the names of specializations based on 
industry requirements, while limiting 
them to an appropriate number, as 25 
nomenclatures seem too high for 
market acknowledgement and 
absorption. Faculty shortage in 
educational institutions conducting 
degree and PhD programmes in 
planning need to be resolved in a time 
bound manner by 2022. 
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10. Measures for Strengthening Human
Resource and Match Demand–
Supply: The report recommends the
constitution of a ‘National Council of
Town and Country Planners’ as a
statutory body of the Government of
India. Also, a ‘National Digital Platform
of Town and Country Planners’ is
suggested to be created within the
National Urban Innovation Stack of
MoHUA. This portal will enable self-
registration of all planners and evolve
as a marketplace for potential
employers and urban planners.

‘BLUE FLAG’ CERTIFICATION 

Two more beaches in India have been 
awarded “Blue Flag” certification, an 
international eco-level tag, taking the total 
number of such beaches in the country to 10. 

The two beaches to receive the certification 
this year are Kovalam in Kerala and Eden in 
Puducherry. 

The Foundation for Environment Education 
(FEE), Denmark, which accords the Blue Flag 
certification, has also given re-certification for 
eight nominated beaches – SHIVRAJPUR-
GUJARAT, GHOGHLA-DIU, KASARKOD AND 
PADUBIDRI-KARNATAKA, KAPPAD-KERALA, 
RUSHIKONDA-ANDHRA PRADESH, GOLDEN-
ODISHA AND RADHANAGAR - ANDAMAN AND 
NICOBAR, which were awarded the Blue Flag 
certificate last year. These eight beaches got 
the Blue Flag certification on October 6, 2020. 

Blue Flag beaches are considered the cleanest 
beaches of the world, according to the 
ministry. The recommendations are done by 
an independent national jury composed of 
eminent environmentalists and scientists. 

Blue Flag certification 

Blue Flag certification is a globally recognised 
eco-label accorded on the basis of 33 stringent 
criteria in four major heads which are 
environmental education and information, 
bathing water quality, environmental 
management and conservation and safety and 
services in the beaches. 

The Blue Flag beach is an eco-tourism model 
endeavouring to provide the 
tourists/beachgoers clean and hygienic 
bathing water, facilities, a safe and healthy 
environment and sustainable development of 
the area. 

The Blue Flag label is accorded by the 
international jury composed of eminent 
members – United Nations Environment 
Programme(UNEP), United Nations World 
Tourism Organisation (UNWTO), Denmark-
based NGO Foundation for Environmental 
Education (FEE) and International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

India had started its journey of sustainable 
development of coastal regions on World 
Environment Day in June 2018 by launching 
its beach cleaning campaign – I-AM- SAVING-
MY-BEACH simultaneously at 13 coastal states 
and thereafter implementing the ministry's 
coveted programme Beach Environment and 
Aesthetics Management Services (BEAMS).
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SAUBHAGYA completes FOUR years of 
successful implementation 

The generation of electricity has changed lives 
drastically, starting from domestic use to 
industrial activities and to bring reliable power 
to all homes, SAUBHAGYA scheme was 
launched to achieve a consistent round-the-
clock power supply in every nook and corner 
of the country. 

Since the start of SAUBHAGYA, 2.82 crore 
houses have been electrified. As of March 
2019, 2.63 crore un-electrified households in 
rural and urban areas of the country had 
received electricity connections in an 
unprecedented 18-month time frame. 

Seven states—Assam, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Manipur, Rajasthan, 
and Uttar Pradesh—reported that the scheme 
covered around 18.85 lakh un-electrified 
households identified before March 31, 2019, 
which were unwilling earlier, got electricity 
connections, under the scheme 

What is SAUBHAGYA and how has it changed 
the lives of people? 

SAUBHAGYA is one of the world’s largest 
electrification drives. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi announced SAUBHAGYA on September 
25, 2017. The scheme’s goal was to achieve 
Universal Household Electrification in the 
country by establishing last-mile connectivity 
and delivering power to all un-electrified rural 
families and poor urban households. The Prime 
Minister vowed to offer easy access to 
electricity and work toward, efficiency, and 
sustainability in the New Age India while 
introducing the scheme. 

The project’s total financial implications were 
Rs. 16,320 crore, with Rs. 12,320 crore in Gross 
Budgetary Support (GBS). The GBS was Rs. 
10,587.50 crore, while the expenditure for 

rural families was Rs. 14,025 crore. The budget 
for urban families was Rs. 2,295 crore, while 
GBS was Rs. 1,732.50 crore. The Scheme was 
largely funded by the Indian government, 
which was distributed to all states and union 
territories. 

The journey began with the Deendayal 
Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY), 
which aimed to provide villages with basic 
electricity infrastructure. The plan also aimed 
to increase the quality and reliability of power 
supply in rural areas by improving and 
augmenting existing infrastructure and 
metering existing feeders/distribution 
transformers. 

To attain universal household electrification in 
the country, the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli 
Har Ghar Yojana – Saubhagya focused to 
provide energy access to all by delivering last-
mile connectivity and connections to all 
remaining un-electrified houses in rural and 
urban areas. The release of electricity 
connections to households includes the 
installation of an energy meter, wiring for a 
single light point with an LED bulb, and a 
mobile charging point, as well as the drawing 
of a service cable from the nearest pole to the 
household premise. 

The road ahead 

While the scheme’s stated goals have been 
met, team SAUBHAGYA has continued to work 
to ensure that everyone has access to a reliable 
power source 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. All states have been asked to undertake 
specific campaigns in their respective states to 
locate any houses that are still without 
electricity and to give them connections. A toll-
free helpline has also been launched to serve 
this purpose. 

Any country’s quality of life and economic 
development are influenced by access to a 
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stable and affordable energy supply. The 
government is dedicated to ensuring that all 
citizens have access to electricity. A number of 
initiatives have been taken to reform and 
strengthen the whole power industry, 
including power generation, transmission, and 
distribution. These achievements include not 
only capacity expansion, but also significant 
reforms aimed at improving energy efficiency 
and promoting accountability and 
transparency through the deployment of 
mobile applications such as PRAAPTI and Ash 
Track. 

 

STATE FOOD SAFETY INDEX 

Third State Food Safety Index released. Food 
safety is critical and an important aspect for 
society. 

Food safety refers to healthy and hygienic 
handling of food at all levels of the chain so 
that illness from contaminated food can be 
prevented. 

According to the World Health Organisation 
(WHO), 10% of the population across the world 
falls ill due to consumption of contaminated 
food, while each year, 4.2 lakh people die by 
consuming contaminated food, and of these, 
1.25 lakh are children aged below 5 years. 

Accordingly, to encourage states to improve 
food safety in their jurisdiction, the Food 
Safety and Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI) releases State Food Safety Index or 
SFSI. 

The ranking was carried out by dividing the 
states and UTs in three categories – large 
states comprising 20 states, small states 
comprising the remaining eight states, and UTs 
comprising all of the eight Union Territories of 
India. 

As per the ranking of the 20 large states, 
Gujarat was the best state in the country in 
terms of food safety with 72 points out of 100, 
highest across all the categories. 

Southern states of Kerala and Tamil Nadu 
bagged the second and the third places 
respectively for ensuring food safety in the 
regions. Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, 
Karnataka and Telangana formed the rest of 
the top-10 states in this category of states. 

Among the large states, Bihar ranked last at 
20th position, while Andhra Pradesh was 
placed 19th and Rajasthan was 18th. 

Meanwhile, in the small states, Goa topped the 
list, followed by Meghalaya and Manipur. 
Among the eight small states, Mizoram ranked 
last. 

As far as the eight UTs are concerned, Jammu 
and Kashmir was ranked as the UT with highest 
food safety, while Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands were ranked second and national 
capital of Delhi was ranked third. Lakshadweep 
was ranked as the UT with the lowest 
standards of food safety, securing only 18 
points out of 100, the lowest among all 
categories. 

STATE FOOD SAFETY INDEX 

The states and UTs were ranked on the basis of 
five parameters – 

1. Human Resources and 
Institutional Data having 20% of 
the weightage 

2. Compliance with 30% weightage 
3. Food Testing – Infrastructure and 

Surveillance being given 20% 
weightage 

4. Training and Capacity Building 
having 10% weightage 
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5. Consumer Empowerment being 
given 20% weightage. 

 

CASTE CENSUS 

The idea of a national caste census might be 
repulsive when the stated policy is to strive for 
a casteless society, but it will be useful to 
establish statistical justification for preserving 
caste-based affirmative action programmes. It 
may also be a legal imperative, considering 
that courts want ‘quantifiable data’ to support 
the existing levels of reservation. Political par-
ties with their base in particular social groups 
may find a caste enumeration useful, if their 
favoured groups are established as dominant 
in specific geographies; or they may find the 
outcome inconvenient, if the precise count 
turns out to be lower and has a negative 
bearing on perceptions about their electoral 
importance. In this backdrop, the Union 
government’s assertion in the Supreme Court 
that a census of the backward castes is 
“administratively difficult and cumbersome” 
may evoke varying responses. There are two 
components to the government’s stand. First, 
it asserts that it is a policy decision not to have 
caste as part of the regular census and that, 
administratively, the enumeration would be 
rendered so complex that it may jeopardise the 
decennial census itself. Second, it cites the 
difficulties and complexities inherent in getting 
an accurate count of castes, given the mind-
boggling numbers of castes and sub-castes, 
with phonetic variations and similarities, that 
people returned as their caste in the Socio-
Economic Caste Census (SECC) conducted in 
2011.  

The Government has said data from the 2011 
SECC were not acted upon because of “several 
infirmities” that rendered them unusable. Even 
in the Censuses up to 1931, when caste details 

were collected, they were wanting in 
completeness and accuracy. Further, the data 
contained 46 lakh different caste names, and if 
subcastes were considered, the ultimate 
number may be exponentially high. These 
points do merit consideration, and even those 
clamouring for a caste census cannot easily 
brush them aside. However, these need not 
mean that an enumeration of the social groups 
in the country is impossible. A caste census 
need not necessarily mean caste in the 
census. It may be an independent exercise, but 
one that needs adequate thought and 
preparation, if its ultimate goal is not for 
political or electoral purposes, but for equity in 
distribution of opportunities. A pre-liminary 
socio-anthropological study can be done at the 
State and district levels to establish all sects 
and sub-castes present in the population. 
These can be tabulated under caste names that 
have wider recognition based on synonymity 
and equivalence among the appellations that 
people use to denote themselves. Thereafter, 
it may be possible to do a field enumeration 
that can mark any group under castes found in 
the available OBC/BC lists. A caste census may 
not sit well with the goal of a caste-less society, 
but it may serve, in the interim, as a useful, 
even if not entirely flawless, means of 
addressing inequities in society. 

Recently, the Union government has filed an 
affidavit in the Supreme Court claiming that a 
caste census of the Backward Classes is 
administratively difficult and cumbersome. 
The government’s assertion came in response 
to a writ petition filed by the State of 
Maharashtra to gather Backward Classes’ caste 
data in the State while conducting Census 
2021. Government’s stand is against the Caste 
Census. The Centre reasoned that even when 
the census of castes was taken in the pre-
Independence period, the data suffered in 
respect of “completeness and accuracy”. It 
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said the caste data enumerated in the Socio-
Economic and Caste Census (SECC) of 2011 is 
“unusable” for official purposes as they are 
“replete with technical flaws”. The 
government said caste-wise enumeration in 
the Census was given up as a matter of policy 
from 1951. Further, the Centre explained that 
a population census was not the “ideal 
instrument as many people may not register 
themselves in the census in the event of hiding 
their caste. This may compromise the “basic 
integrity” of the census. Besides, the 
government held that, it is too late now to 
enumerate caste into the Census 2021. 
Planning and preparations for the census 
exercise started al-most four years earlier and 
the preparations of Census 2021 are almost 
done. It will be useful to establish statistical 
justification for preserving caste-based 
affirmative action programmes or welfare 
schemes. It may also be a legal imperative, 
considering that courts want ‘quantifiable 
data’ to support the existing levels of 
reservation. Comprehensive exercise to 
enumerate the caste status of all households in 
the country will help in identifying poor 
households and implement anti-poverty 
programmes. 

 

CENSUS V/s SECC 

Census: The origin of the Census in India goes 
back to the colonial exercise of 1881. Census 
has evolved and been used by the government, 

policymakers, academics, and others to 
capture the Indian population, access 
resources, map social change, delimitation 
exercise, etc. However, as early as the 1940s, 
W.W.M. Yeatts, Census Commissioner for India 
for the 1941 Census, had pointed out that “the 
census is a large, immensely powerful, but 
blunt instrument unsuited for specialized 
inquiry.”   

SECC: SECC was conducted for the first time 
since 1931. SECC is meant to canvass every 
Indian family, both in rural and urban India, 
and ask about their: Eco-nomic status, so as to 
allow Central and State authorities to come up 
with a range of indicators of deprivation, per-
mutations, and combinations of which could 
be used by each authority to define a poor or 
deprived person. It is also meant to ask every 
person their specific caste name to allow the 
government to re-evaluate which caste groups 
were economically worse off and which were 
better off. SECC has the potential to allow for a 
mapping of inequalities at a broader level. The 
Census provides a portrait of the Indian 
population, while the SECC is a tool to identify 
beneficiaries of state support. Since the Census 
falls under the Census Act of 1948, all data are 
considered confidential, whereas according to 
the SECC website, “all the personal in-
formation given in the SECC is open for use by 
Government departments to grant and/or 
restrict benefits to households.” 

Although SECC has its own concerns, linking 
and syncing aggregated Census data to other 
large datasets such as the National Sample 
Surveys may help the governments realize the 
many socio-economic goals. Further, 
independent of census, a preliminary socio-
anthropological study can be done at the State 
and district levels to establish all sects and sub-
castes present in the population. A caste 
census may not sit well with the goal of a 
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casteless society, but it may serve as a means 
of addressing inequities in society. 

 

PM MODI LAUNCHES AYUSHMAN BHARAT 
DIGITAL MISSION 

Almost a year after it was implemented on 
pilot basis in six Union Territories, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi launched the 
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission for the 
entire country. It involves creation of not just a 
unique health ID for every citizen, but also 
creation of digital healthcare professionals and 
facilities registry. 

The Prime Minister said the digital initiative 
has the “potential of bringing a revolutionary 
change in India’s healthcare facilities… Today, 
we will enter a new phase in our campaign to 
strengthen health facilities. Today, a mission is 
being started which has huge power to 
revolutionise the health facilities of India… This 
mission will play a big role in overcoming 
problems faced by the poor and middle class in 
the country in accessing treatment”. 

 

He underlined that through the initiative — it 
will enable individuals to discover hospitals, 
laboratories and pharmacies across the 
country — the health record of every citizen 
will be “digitally protected”. 

When a patient moves to a new hospital or a 
new city, he has to go through the same 
process again. In the absence of digital health 
records, he has to carry files of several years of 
treatment. In the event of an emergency, even 
this is not possible. Due to this, a lot of time, of 
both the patient and doctor, is wasted, the 
problem is also more and the cost of treatment 
too increases a lot. 

Through the digital health ID, the patient 
himself and the doctor can also check old 
records if needed. Not only this, there will also 
be registration of colleagues like doctors, 
nurses, paramedics. The hospitals, clinics, labs, 
medicine shops in the country, all these will be 
registered. 

The initiative will create a seamless online 
platform to access treatment records, and 
enable faster and effective treatment. 

The initiative is designed to benefit the poor 
and middle class, specifically in finding the 
right doctor and a hospital. 

About Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission 

• A Health ID for every 
citizen. It will also work as 
their health account. 
Through this ID, personal 
health records can be 
linked and viewed using a 
mobile application. 

• Healthcare Professionals 
Registry (HPR) and 

• Healthcare Facilities 
Registries (HFR)- It will act 
as a repository of all 
healthcare providers in 
modern as well as 
traditional systems of 
medicine. 
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This mission will also ensure ease of doing 
business for doctors & hospitals and 
healthcare service providers. It will also create 
interoperability within the digital health 
ecosystem, on the line of role played by the 
Unified Payments Interface in revolutionising 
payments. 

Instead of carrying their medical records in 
polythene bags, Indians will be able to use IT-
enabled tools to share prescriptions, blood 
test reports and X-ray diagnostics with 
doctors, irrespective of where they were 
generated. That’s the thinking behind the 
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission launched by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. It involves the 
creation of a unique health ID for every citizen 
and a digital registry that aims to facilitate 
seamless interactions between healthcare 
experts. This is a much-needed intervention 
given that management of chronic diseases 
has become a critical public health challenge in 
the past 15 years. Data portability could 
expedite the treatment of the critically ill, 
especially those who suffer from more than 
one ailment. The severity of COVID-19 effects 
amongst those with comorbidities has 
highlighted the need for a repository that 
alerts a doctor to a patient’s medical history at 
the click of a computer mouse. In the long run, 
the creation of a health record system could 
improve public health monitoring and advance 
evidence-based policymaking. The attainment 
of these objectives will, however, depend on 
the manner in which policymakers navigate 
challenges that stem from the longstanding 
failings of the Indian healthcare sector. It will 
also require them to be mindful of the ethical 
issues germane to the use of digital data. 

Globally, the tryst with e-health innovations 
has been a mixed one. The UK’s National 
Health Service was one of the first to deploy a 
digital system to make patients’ records 

accessible to doctors across the country. The 
programme did not earn the trust of doctors 
and failed to adequately address issues related 
to data confidentiality. Aborted in 2011, the 
project is regarded as amongst the most 
expensive failures in IT history. In the US and 
Australia, where digital healthcare has enjoyed 
a relatively better outing, the creation of a 
patient and physician-centric e-healthcare 
ecosystem remains a work in progress. The US 
medical system has witnessed regular debates 
on what must be jotted down in hospital 
records and prescriptions. The task of data 
entry — a lot of which might not always be 
relevant to clinical care — has added to the 
American doctor’s burden and is seen by 
experts as one of the major reasons for the 
high rate of physician burnout in the country. 
Evolving a language of communication in the 
digital health ecosphere could pose 
unforeseen problems in India given the 
country’s diversity and its chronic shortage of 
doctors, especially in public health centres — 
the main source of medical care for a vast 
number of people in the country. Poor internet 
speeds could make data entry an onerous 
proposition for the rural healthcare provider. 

The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission gives 
patients the option to choose the records they 
want to share. However, given the 
asymmetrical relations between health 
service providers — doctors, hospitals, 
pharma and insurance companies — and the 
absence of a data protection law, breaching of 
patient confidentiality cannot be ruled out. In 
the coming months and years, policymakers 
will be watched for how they address these 
challenges. 
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GETTING GOVT AID NOT A FUNDAMENTAL 
RIGHT: SC 

GOVERNMENT AID to an institution is a 
matter of policy and it is not a fundamental 
right, Supreme Court ruled. It also stated that 
as regards aided institutions, there cannot be 
any difference between a minority and non-
minority one. 

A bench of Justices S K Kaul and M M Sundresh 
said grant of aid brings with it conditions which 
the institution receiving it is bound to comply 
with. If an institution does not want to accept 
the conditions, it can decline the grant but 
cannot say that the grant must be on its own 
terms. 

“A decision to grant aid is by way of policy. 
While doing so, the government is not only 
concerned with the interest of the institutions 
but the ability to undertake such an exercise”. 

It said there are factors which the government 
is expected to consider before taking such a 
decision. “Financial constraints and 
deficiencies are the factors which are 
considered relevant in taking any decision, 
including both the decision to grant aid and the 
manner of disbursement of an aid. 

Once it has been held that “right to get an aid 
is not a fundamental right, the challenge to a 
decision made in implementing it, shall only be 
on restricted grounds”, said the bench. 
“Therefore, even in a case where a policy 
decision is made to withdraw the aid, an 
institution cannot question it as a matter of 
right.” 

It, however, said that “maybe, such a challenge 
would still be available to an institution, when 
a grant is given to one institution as against the 
other institution which is similarly placed”. 

The judgment came on an appeal filed by the 
Uttar Pradesh’ government challenging the 
2018 Allahabad High Court verdict holding that 
Regulation 101 framed under The 
Intermediate Education Act, 1921 is 
unconstitutional. The apex court set aside the 
HC verdict. 

 

NEW VERSION OF THE AKASH MISSILE -- 
‘AKASH PRIME’ 

The Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) tested a new version of 
the Akash Missile -- ‘Akash Prime’ -- from the 
Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur, 
Odisha. 

The missile intercepted and destroyed an 
unmanned aerial target mimicking an enemy 
aircraft in its maiden flight test after 
improvements. 

In comparison with the existing Akash System, 
Akash Prime is equipped with an indigenous 
active RF (radio frequency) seeker for 
improved accuracy. Other improvements also 
ensure more reliable performance under low 
temperature environments, at higher 
altitudes. 

The modified ground system of the existing 
Akash weapon has been used for the current 
flight test. 

The range stations of the ITR, comprising of 
Radars, EOTS (Electro Optical Tracking System) 
and Telemetry stations, monitored the missile 
trajectory and flight parameters. 
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AKASH MISSILE 

Akash is India’s first indigenously produced 
medium range Surface to Air missile that can 
engage multiple targets from multiple 
directions. 

The missile is unique in the way that it can be 
launched from mobile platforms like battle 
tanks or wheeled trucks. It has nearly 90% kill 
probability. 

The missile is supported by the indigenously 
developed radar called 'Rajendra’. 

The missile is reportedly cheaper and more 
accurate than US’ Patriot missiles due to its 
solid-fuel technology and high-tech radars. 

It can engage targets at a speed 2.5 times more 
than the speed of sound and can detect and 
destroy targets flying at low, medium and high 
altitudes. 

The Akash missile system has been designed 
and developed as part of India’s 30-year-old 
Integrated Guided-Missile Development 
Programme (IGMDP). 

 

 

 

 

 

SWACHH SURVEKSHAN 2022 

Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister 
Hardeep Singh Puri, launched the Swachh 
Survekshan 2022. It is the 7th consecutive 
edition of Swachh Survekshan, the world’s 
largest urban cleanliness survey conducted by 
Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U). 

With ‘People First’ as the driving philosophy, 
the Swachh Survekshan 2022 was launched 
comprising initiatives of cities for the overall 
welfare and well-being of frontline sanitation 
workers. 

Features of Swachh Survekshan 2022 

• Two population 
categories, one under 
15,000 and another 
between 15 to 25,000. 

• District rankings have 
been introduced for the 
first time to further 
expand the Survekshan 
footprint. 

• The scope of the survey 
has been expanded to 
now cover 100% wards for 
sampling, as compared to 
40% in previous years. 

• More than twice the 
number of assessors in the 
Swachh Survekshan 2022 
than deployed last year for 
the on-field assessment. 

• The survey will have 
increased and improved 
technological 
interventions such as QR 
code-based citizens’ 
feedback for increased 
people outreach, geo-
tagging of sanitation and 
waste management of 
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facilities for better 
efficiency, and digital 
tracking of documents. 

 

MODIFICATIONS FOR PM POSHAN IN 
SCHOOLS FOR FIVE MORE YEARS 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
(CCEA), chaired by the Prime Minister has 
approved the continuation of ‘National 
Scheme for PM POSHAN in Schools’ for the 
five-year period 2021-22 to 2025-26 with the 
financial outlay of ₹ 54061.73 crores from the 
Central Government and ₹ 31,733.17 crore 
from State Governments & UT administrations. 

Central Government will also bear additional 
cost of about ₹ 45,000 crore on food grains. 
Therefore, the total scheme budget will 
amount to ₹ 1,30,794.90 crore. 

CCEA cleared the PM POSHAN Scheme for 
providing one hot cooked meal in Government 
and Government-aided schools from 2021-22 
to 2025-26. This is a Centrally-Sponsored 
Scheme which covers all school children 
studying in Classes I-VIII of Government, 
Government-Aided Schools. The earlier name 
of the scheme was ‘National Scheme for Mid-
Day Meal in Schools’ popularly known as Mid-
Day Meal Scheme. 

The scheme covers about 11.80 crore children 
studying in 11.20 lakh schools across the 
country. During 2020-21, Government of India 
invested more than ₹ 24,400 crore in the 
scheme, including cost of about ₹ 11,500 crore 
on food grains. 

 

 

Highlights of the decision that would improve 
the efficiency and effectiveness of the scheme 
are as below: 

• The scheme is proposed to 
be extended to students 
studying in pre-primary or 
Bal Vatikas of 
Government and 
Government-aided 
primary schools in 
addition to all the 11.80 
crore children from 
elementary classes. 

• The concept of Tithi 
Bhojan will be 
encouraged extensively. 
Tithi Bhojan is a 
community participation 
programme in which 
people provide special 
food to children on special 
occasions/festivals. 

• Government is promoting 
development of School 
Nutrition Gardens in 
schools to give children 
first-hand experience with 
nature and gardening. The 
harvest of these gardens is 
used in the scheme 
providing additional micro 
nutrients. School Nutrition 
Gardens have already 
been developed in more 
than 3 lakh schools. 

• Social Audit of the scheme 
is made mandatory in all 
the districts. 

• Special provision is made 
for providing 
supplementary nutrition 
items to children in 
aspirational districts and 
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districts with high 
prevalence of Anaemia. 

• Cooking competitions will 
be encouraged at all levels 
right from village level to 
national level to promote 
ethnic cuisine and 
innovative menus based 
on locally available 
ingredients and 
vegetables. 

• Vocal for Local for 
Atmanirbhar Bharat: 
Involvement of Farmers 
Producer Organizations 
(FPO) and Women Self 
Help Groups in 
implementation of the 
scheme will be 
encouraged. Use of locally 
grown traditional food 
items for a fillip to local 
economic growth will be 
encouraged. 

• Field visits for progress 
monitoring and 
inspections will be 
facilitated for students of 
eminent Universities / 
Institutions and also 
trainee teachers of 
Regional Institutes of 
Educations (RIE) and 
District Institutes of 
Education and Training 
(DIET). 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL ACTION PLAN FOR DOG 
MEDIATED RABIES ELIMINATION BY 2030 

The Centre on the occasion of World Rabies 
Day on 28 Sep launched a national action plan 
NAPRE for the elimination of dog mediated 
rabies by 2030. Health Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya and Fisheries, Animal Husbandry 
and Dairying Minister Parshottam Rupala 
unveiled the National Action Plan for dog 
Mediated Rabies Elimination by 2030 
(NAPRE). 

"The Ministers urged all the States and UTs to 
make Rabies a notifiable Disease," an official 
statement said. The two Union ministers also 
launched the Joint Inter-Ministerial 
Declaration Support Statement for the 
elimination of dog mediated rabies from India 
by 2030 through the One Health Approach. 

A notifiable disease is any disease that is 
required by law to be reported to government 
authorities. The collation of information allows 
the authorities to monitor the disease, and 
provides early warning of possible outbreaks. 
The World Health Organization’s International 
Health Regulations, 1969 require disease 
reporting to the WHO in order to help with its 
global surveillance and advisory role. 

What is the Rabies? 

Rabies is a fatal but preventable viral disease. 
It can spread to people and pets if they are 
bitten or scratched by a rabid animal. 

Rabies is mostly found in wild animals like bats, 
raccoons, skunks, and foxes, dogs and most 
rabies deaths in people around the world are 
caused by dog bites. 

The rabies virus infects the central nervous 
system. 

If a person does not receive the appropriate 
medical care after a potential rabies exposure, 
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the virus can cause disease in the brain, 
ultimately resulting in death. 

Rabies can be prevented by vaccinating pets, 
staying away from wildlife, and seeking 
medical care after potential exposures before 
symptoms start. 

Rabies in India 

India has around 20,000 rabies deaths a year. 
Worldwide, over 59,000 people die every year 
from rabies, around 40% of them aged under 
15. 

Rabies is responsible for extensive morbidity 
and mortality in India. 

The disease is endemic throughout the 
country. With the exception of Andaman & 
Nicobar and Lakshadweep Islands, human 
cases of rabies are reported from all over the 
country. The cases occur throughout the year. 

About 96% of the mortality and morbidity is 
associated with dog bites. 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

BRICS SEEKS ‘INCLUSIVE’ INTRA-AFGHAN 
DIALOGUE 

The 13th BRICS summit held virtually, called 
for an “inclusive intra-Afghan dialogue” for 
stability in Afghanistan. The virtual summit, 
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, was 
dominated by the developments in 
Afghanistan, and adopted the BRICS Counter 
Terrorism Action Plan. 

With the agreement on Remote Sensing 
Satellite Constellation between our space 
agencies, a new chapter of cooperation has 
begun,” Mr. Modi said, highlighting the key 
items on the agenda of the summit. 

The discussion on Afghanistan at the event 
attended by the leaders of India, Russia, China, 
Brazil and South Africa was held in the 
backdrop of the Taliban announcing an interim 
government in Kabul. 

The BRICS leaders called for “settling the 
situation by peaceful means” and condemned 
the terrorist attacks at the Hamid Karzai 
International Airport which killed at least 100 
persons including several American military 
personnel. 

NEW DELHI DECLARATION 

The document, titled the ‘New Delhi 
Declaration’, called for addressing the 
humanitarian situation in Afghanistan and 
urged the need to uphold rights of women, 
children and minorities 

“We stress the need to contribute to fostering 
an inclusive intra-Afghan dialogue so as to 
ensure stability, civil peace, law and order in 
the country. We underscore the priority of 
fighting terrorism, including preventing 
attempts by terrorist organisations to use 
Afghan territory as terrorist sanctuary and to 
carry out attacks against other countries,” 
declared a joint statement issued at the end of 
the summit meeting. 

BRICS countries are evidently divided on the 
issue of engagement with the Taliban with 
Russia and China adopting a proactive policy 
on the issue. A Russian media report informed 
that the Taliban has invited Turkey, Qatar, 
China and Iran to the upcoming swearing-in 
ceremony. China on Thursday extended an 
emergency aid of $31 million to Afghanistan to 
help the Taliban run the government. 

Apart from Afghanistan, the BRICS leaders also 
took up the conflicts in Myanmar, Syria, the 
tension in the Korean peninsula, Israel-
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Palestine violence and other territorial 
disputes. 

BRICS 

BRICS is the acronym coined to associate five 
major emerging economies: Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, and South Africa. The BRICS 
members are known for their significant 
influence on regional affairs. Since 2009, the 
governments of the BRICS states have met 
annually at formal summits. 

Originally the first four were grouped as "BRIC" 
before the induction of South Africa in 2010. 
The BRICS have a combined area of 39,746,220 
km2 and an estimated total population of 
about 3.21 billion, or about 26.656% of the 
world land surface and 41.53% of the world 
population. Four out of five members are 
among the world's ten largest countries by 
population and by area, except for South 
Africa, the twenty-fourth in both. 

Members of G20, as of 2018, these five states 
had a combined nominal GDP of US$19.6 
trillion, about 23.2% of the gross world 
product, a combined GDP (PPP) of around 
US$40.55 trillion (32% of the world's GDP PPP), 
and an estimated US$4.46 trillion in combined 
foreign reserves. 

The existence of the BRICS grouping does not 
signify a formal or informal alliance; there are 
multiple economic, territorial, and political 
disputes between the five governments. 

 

INDIA, U.S. TO COLLABORATE ON REACHING 
GREEN ENERGY TARGETS 

The United States is to collaborate with India 
to work towards installing 450 GW of 
renewable energy by 2030. 

“We look forward to partnering with India in 
bringing finance, technology and other 
elements needed to achieve it,” said John 
Kerry, United States Special Presidential Envoy 
for Climate. 

Currently India's installed power capacity is 
projected to be 476 GW by 2021-22 and is 
expected to rise to at least 817 GW by 2030. 

Mr. Kerry was speaking at a public function 
following a bilateral meeting with Union 
Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav, at the 
launch of the Climate Action and Finance 
Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD). This was one 
of the main tracks of the U.S.-India Agenda 
2030 Partnership that President Biden and 
Prime Minister Modi announced at the 
Leaders’ Summit on Climate in April 2021. 

The dialogue would serve as a “powerful 
avenue” for U.S.-India collaboration and would 
have three pillars: 

1. One would be a “climate action pillar” 
which would have joint proposals 
looking at ways in emissions could be 
reduced in the next decade. 

2. The second pillar would be setting out 
a roadmap to achieving the 450GW in 
transportation, buildings and industry. 

3. The final pillar, or the ''Finance Pillar” 
would involve collaborating on 
attracting finance to deploy 450 GW of 
renewable energy and demonstrate at 
scale clean energy technologies. 

Six banks in the U.S., Mr. Kerry said, have 
already committed to “investing” $4.5 trillion 
in the next decade towards clean energy. 

A key mission of Mr. Kerry is to build global 
support for ‘Net Zero’, or carbon neutrality, 
which is when more carbon is sucked out from 
the atmosphere or prevented from being 
emitted than what a country emits and is 
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critical to ensuring that the planet doesn’t heat 
up an additional half a degree by 2100. 

A major theme building ahead of the climate 
talks in Glasgow, Scotland, this November is 
the question of how many nations can commit 
to a net zero target and by when. A little over 
120 countries have committed, with varying 
degrees of firmness, to reaching carbon 
neutrality by 2050. Five countries have net 
zero pledges set for after 2050, including 
Australia and Singapore, which haven’t set a 
firm target yet. 

The United States has set a target of halving 
pollution by 2030 from 2005 levels towards the 
net zero target. President Joe Biden has also 
committed to phasing out the use of fossil fuel 
by 2035 for power generation. 

India has so far abstained from committing to 
a net zero goal but is on a climate pathway that 
is compatible with keeping global 
temperatures to below 2 degree Celsius by the 
end of the century. 

India has reportedly installed 100GW of 
renewable energy and committed to 175GW by 
2022, nearly 100GW of which will come from 
solar power. 

 

A New Trajectory in Lanka - India Relations 

India  and Sri Lanka have enjoyed a cordial and 
relatively stable relationship since their 
independence. In the post-Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) era, the neighbours align 
over key security and economic objectives, 
which includes maintaining freedom of 
navigation in the Indian Ocean region, 
combating the threat of terrorism, and 
working together towards a more prosperous 
South Asian neighbourhood. Yet the 
relationship is in need of a fresh impetus. Over 

the years, Sri Lanka has drifted towards China 
for economic support and views her as a more 
reliable partner in enabling domestic economic 
development. This has generated concern in 
New Delhi over the state of the bilateral 
relationship between the two countries, which 
views Beijing’s proximity to its neighbours as 
undermining India’s influence in the island 
nation.  

Killing of Indian fishermen by the Sri Lankan 
Navy, as well as the cancellation of the East 
Container Terminal port contract to India are 
lingering issues that have added to these 
concerns. In addition, the Sri Lankan 
government led by the Rajapaksa family are 
historically known to be closer to China than 
India and these developments have made India 
and her allies worried about China’s growing 
clout in the Indo-Pacific waters. China, for 
instance, is set to commence the construction 
of a US $13 billion city on Sri Lanka’s seafront 
close to Colombo, according to a recent report 
in the Wall Street Journal. Therefore, despite 
the convergence of objectives and interests, 
there is an urgent need for India and Sri Lanka 
to carefully and deliberately reinvigorate their 
bilateral relationship.  

China’s pre-eminence a given?  

Over the last few years, Chinese footprint has 
increased dramatically in the island nation. Sri 
Lanka’s embrace of China largely stems from 
two factors. First, Sri Lankans continue to be 
suspicious about India’s motives vis-a-vis the 
Tamil cause.   

Second, India’s slow bureaucratic processes 
that delay approvals incite suspicions of 
India’s commitment to Sri Lanka. Last year, 
the Indian government took five months to 
approve a loan moratorium sought by 
Colombo while Beijing approved an additional 
US $500 million loan from its development 
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bank in no time. China’s quicker decision 
making, and its far larger assistance makes 
them a more attractive partner.  

Yet, this economic interaction with China has 
not been without ramifications for Colombo. 
Sri Lanka has been forced into a debt trap, and 
has had to sell its strategic assets though debt-
equity swaps leading to creation of zones 
where its own sovereignty has been negated. 
Overtime, this is likely to force Sri Lanka to 
accord higher priority to diversity and balance 
in its foreign policy and international relations.  

India’s strengths  

In education, healthcare, and tourism, India is 
a far stronger partner than China.  Under the 
Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
Scheme and the Colombo Plan, Sri Lankan 
nationals can benefit from 400 slots for short- 
and medium-term training courses in a variety 
of technical and professional disciplines. Since 
2017, students from the island nation can also 
appear for the National Eligibility cum Entrance 
Test (NEET) and IIT JEE (Advanced) exams.  

India can build on these educational exchanges 
by establishing an Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT in Sri Lanka’s planned 
education zone. In the country’s northeast, 
India can set up technical and English language 
training centres like the Sri Lanka-India Centre 
for English Language Training (SLICELT) in 
Kandy. In addition, India and Sri Lanka should 
look forward to extensive cooperation in 
pharmaceutical manufacturing, as announced 
in the joint statement issued during 
Jaishankar’s visit earlier this year.  

Leveraging India’s Soft Power  

In the technology sector, India could create 
job opportunities by expanding the presence 
of its information technology companies in Sri 
Lanka. These organisations can create 

thousands of direct and indirect jobs and boost 
the island nation’s service economy—
something that was recognised by both sides 
during Jaishankar’s visit. Aside from a special 
economic zone (SEZ) for pharmaceuticals, the 
two sides could also look into similar provisions 
for information technology and education, 
among other sectors.  

As Sri Lanka embarks on the arduous project of 
drafting a constitution, India can lend its own 
experience in managing minority rights and 
diverse populations. It can help Sri Lanka draft 
policies ensuring linguistic and cultural 
freedom, access to grievance redressal, and 
reservation in representative bodies.  

Last, India and Sri Lanka must look for ways to 
boost people-to-people contacts. The island 
nation’s greatest number of tourists come 
from India, but the scope of religious tourism 
is yet to be explored. Through Prime Minister 
Modi’s US $15 million grant for promotion of 
Buddhist ties with Sri Lanka announced last 
year, the two countries can look to create a 
Buddhism knowledge and tourism corridor. 
Finally, the grandeur and prevalence of cricket 
in both countries ought to be leveraged. 
Expanding the Indian Premiere League (IPL) to 
Sri Lanka in partnership with Lanka Premier 
League (LPL) will encourage people-to-people 
contact and boost tourism.  

Cooperation in these sectors does not diminish 
concerns on issues where the two neighbours 
might not align: Tamil minority rights and 
China’s importance in Sri Lanka’s economy. 
However, history, cultural closeness and the 
constraints of geography poise India and Sri 
Lanka as natural and permanent partners to 
tide over these issues and explore synergies in 
new avenues to further their respective 
economic and developmental aspirations 
jointly. 
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SCO “PEACE MISSION 2021” 

The “Peace Mission 2021” counter-terrorism 
military drill of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) member states wrapped up 
in Russia. 

The military exercise was successful and all the 
tasks were finished, Commander of the 
Russian Central Military District Alexander 
Lapin said at a closing ceremony at the Donguz 
training range in Russia’s Orenburg Region. 

The participants of the military drill were from 
eight SCO member states, namely China, 
Russia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
India, Pakistan and Uzbekistan. 

*Iran is the new permanent member of SCO. 

The participating troops consisted of about 
4,000 military personnel, among which over 
550 were from China. The senior military 
officials also exchanged their views at a 
meeting of chiefs of general staff of the SCO 
member states, on the current international 
and regional situations, security challenges, 
and deepening military and security 
cooperation. 

Exercise SCO Peaceful Mission 

Joint Counter Terrorism Exercise PEACEFUL 
MISSION is a Multilateral Exercise, which is 
conducted biennially as part of military 
diplomacy between Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) member states. 

The aim of the exercise is to foster close 
relations between SCO member states and to 
enhance abilities of the military leaders to 
command multi-national military contingents. 

The exercise will enable sharing of best 
practices between the Armed Forces of SCO 
nations. 

 

INDIA, U.S. – BILATERAL TALKS 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and U.S. 
President Joe Biden kicked off their bilateral 
talks, with comments on the promise of the 
India-U.S. relationship, the areas they would 
work on like COVID-19 and climate and the 
importance of the diaspora. 

Mr. Modi spoke of a “transformative” decade 
ahead and Mr. Biden spoke about a “new 
chapter” in ties. 

Mr. Modi said that under Mr. Biden’s 
leadership the seeds had been sown for India-
U.S. relations to expand and that they were 
entering a “transformative phase”. In this 
context, he mentioned the growing 
importance of people-to-people ties, and said 
Indian talent would be a “full partner” in this 
relationship. 

Mr. Biden, who spoke first, said the two 
countries were launching a “new chapter” in 
bilateral ties, taking on some of the toughest 
challenges, starting with COVID-19. He also 
said climate and ensuring stability in the Indo-
Pacific, including with Quad partners, would be 
on the agenda for talks. 

Mr. Modi’s remarks also made reference to the 
bilateral relationship having a more global 
positive impact. 

While there were overlaps in their remarks, 
there were some asymmetries as well. Mr. 
Modi alone raised the topic of trade, saying it 
would continue to stay important and that 
trade between the two countries was 
complimentary. 

The President said the India-U.S. partnership 
was rooted in democratic values. “Our 
partnership is more than just what we do. It's 
about who we are. It’s rooted in our shared 
responsibility to uphold democratic values, our 
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joint commitment to diversity, and it's about 
family ties, including four million Indian 
Americans who make the United States 
stronger every single day. 

The Prime Minister talked about Gandhi’s idea 
of trusteeship of the planet and how that idea 
would be especially important in the decade 
ahead, globally and also for the bilateral 
relationship. 

The President spoke of Gandhi’s values of 
tolerance and the Prime Minister of his idea of 
trusteeship of the planet. 

India – US relations 

India and the US engage across five pillars of 
cooperation: 

• Power and Energy 
Efficiency 

• Responsible Oil and Gas 
• Renewable Energy 
• Sustainable Growth 
• Emerging Fuels (Latest 

Addition) 

Trade Surplus: India has always had a trade 
surplus (exports exceeding imports) with the 
US. 

The US is the fifth-biggest source for Foreign 
Direct Investment into India. Only Mauritius, 
Singapore, Netherlands, and Japan have 
invested more FDI since 2000. 

 

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 
 

Terms of Recovery 

The economy grew by 20.1 per cent in the first 
quarter (April-June) of the current financial 
year — a period when the country was in the 
throes of the horrific second wave of the 

pandemic. In normal times, these year-on-year 
comparisons provide a fair understanding of 
the state of the economy. But the first quarter 
numbers suffer from a statistical distortion — 
a low base effect. The economy had contracted 
by 24.4 per cent in the first quarter of the 
previous financial year (2020-21) when a 
national lockdown was imposed to deal with 
the spread of the virus. Notwithstanding this, 
these numbers suggest that even though the 
second wave of the pandemic was more 
virulent than the first, the localised restrictions 
imposed during this period seem to have had a 
less deleterious effect on economic activity. 
And that even after growing at 20.1 per cent, 
GDP in the first quarter of the current year is 
around 9 per cent lower than what it was in the 
first quarter of 2019-20. Considering that the 
economy had reached pre-Covid levels in the 
second half of last year, this reflects the loss on 
account of the second wave of the pandemic. 

The sectoral breakup of the GDP data shows 
that despite concerns over the dramatic 
spread of the virus in rural areas, agriculture 
has continued to hold up. In fact, of all the 
sectors in the economy, only value added by 
agriculture and electricity, gas and water 
supply, is higher than their pre-Covid levels. 
Manufacturing and construction — both 
sectors had contracted sharply last year — 
bounced back, but value added by these 
sectors has still not reached 2019-20 levels. In 
the labour-intensive trade, hotel, transport 
and communications sector, the gap is even 
larger. On the expenditure side, even as private 
consumption and gross fixed capital formation, 
which connotes investment activity in the 
economy, exhibited high growth rates, they 
remained well below their 2019-20 levels. Only 
exports surpassed the 2019-20 levels. 
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In the weeks and months thereafter, with the 
second wave waning and lockdown restrictions 
being eased, high frequency indicators suggest 
a strong uptick in momentum. The Nomura 
India Business Resumption Index rose to 102.7 
for the week ending August 29, up from 60.2 in 
May — indicating a return to pre-pandemic 
levels. But there is cause for concern. For one, 
the quarterly GDP data does not accurately 
capture trends in the informal economy. As 
such, it is difficult to know the extent of its 
recovery from the depths of May. This, and 
how MSMEs are faring, will have a bearing on 
employment prospects. Second, with 
household demand subdued, and capacity 
utilisation rates low, private investment is 
likely to remain muted. The ability of 
government spending to drive growth is also 
constrained at this juncture. Exports, though, 
could provide the much-needed fillip to 
growth. Third, even as the pace of vaccination 
has picked up, there continues to be 
uncertainty over the prospects of a third wave. 

 

Rising GDP- Statistical Illusion 

India's GDP in the first quarter of current 
financial year 2021-22 surged by a 
phenomenal 20.1 percent. With 20.1 percent 
growth in Q1 of 2021-22, India became the 
fastest growing economy in the world. In the 
first quarter last year, India’s GDP growth had 
slumped by 24.4 percent. GDP is the total 
money value of all goods and services 
produced in an economy in a specified time 
period. It is important to understand that there 
is a difference between an economy benefiting 
from a “low base effect” and one registering a 
V-shaped recovery. The V-shaped recovery 
means the absolute GDP of an economy 
getting back to the pre-crisis level.   

GDP= GVA + Taxes on products- Subsidies on 
products.  

If taxes charged by government is higher than 
subsidies provided by government then GDP is 
higher than GVA and vice-versa. India's total 
output in Q1 whether measured through GDP 
or GVA is approximately the same amount of 
goods and services in Q1 four years ago.   

Hence the lofty increases in GDP and GVA is 
just a Statistical delusion owing to low base 
effect in Q1 of last year. GDP slumped by 17 
percent if we compare quarter-on-quarter- Q1 
FY 22 to Q4 FY 21. In the first quarter of 2021-
22, India produced about Rs. 32 lakh crore. In 
2019-20 total output was approximately Rs. 36 
lakh crore. Hence our economy was unable to 
regain its size compared to the same quarter 
two years ago. According to the data released 
by Ministry Of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation, GDP contracted by 9.2 
percent as compared to pre-pandemic June 
quarter of FY 20. The manufacturing and 
construction sector have bounced back 
strongly but they are not yet above the pre-
pandemic level. 

Four Engines of GDP Growth  

GDP = C+I+G+NX  

The first engine is Private final consumption 
expenditure. C is consumption demand from 
private individuals. This demand typically 
accounts for 55 percent of all GDP. The second 
engine is Investment demand generated by 
private sector businesses. This accounts for 32 
percent of India’s GDP. The third engine is 
Government final consumption expenditure. G 
is the demand for goods and services 
generated by the government. This demand 
accounts for 11 percent of India’s GDP. 
Government expenditure has declined 4.8 
percent as compared to last year. The fourth 
engine is Net Exports. This is obtained by 
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subtracting India’s demand for foreign goods 
from foreigner’s demand for Indian goods and 
services. In this quarter, Indian has shown lofty 
rise in exports.  

Rising GDP but Employment Declining  

According to the Mumbai based think-tank 
Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy, the 
unemployment rate had surged to 8.32 
percent in August after falling to 6.95 percent 
in July. Approximately 19 lakh people lost jobs 
in August and the manufacturing sector was 
the worst affected. In July, total number of 
people employed in job was 39.93 crore. In 
August, this number slumped to 39.77 crore. 
Urban unemployment in July was 8.3 percent 
and in August this number increased to 9.78 
percent. Urban unemployment surged by 1.5 
percent in August. The highest employment 
generating sector is manufacturing sector for 
instance, mining, construction and food 
processing but these sectors are witnessing 
persistent decrease in employment. 
Approximately 9 lakh 40 thousand lose 
employment in manufacturing sector. 10 lakh 
people lose employment in mining sector. In 
real estate sector, approximately 6 lakh people 
lost employment. In agriculture 75 lakh jobs 
are lost. Approximately 84 lakh people in rural 
area moved to service sector out of which 55 
lakh moved to retail sector. The number of 
employed persons in manufacturing sector 
decreased from 2.96 crore in June to 2.88 crore 
in July and 2.79 crore in August. As per CMIE's 
data, the share of agriculture in total 
employment was 35 percent in 2017-18 and it 
went up to 39.5 in 2020-21. Labour force 
participation rate has increased despite the 
rise in unemployment rate. There is 40 lakh 
increment in labour force. Increase in labour 
force participation rate is primarily due to 
more people actively searching for jobs. As per 
data, approximately 36 million people were 

seeking for job as compared to 30 million 
people in July.  

The government had cut the effective 
corporate tax rate from 35 percent to 26 
percent in September, 2019. Corporate tax to 
GDP ratio is continuously declining which has 
benefited corporates. There should be shift in 
labours from agriculture to manufacturing and 
services sector but the opposite is happening 
in India.  

Hence, Nothing is looking so great except this 
20.1% Statistical figure. Income multipliers 
across all sectors are needed in order to put 
cash in the hands of more people. Therefore, 
don’t get mislead by Statistical mirage and our 
policymakers should not be satisfied with 
Statistical delusion. 

 

NATIONAL MONETIZATION PIPELINE – GOOD 
OR BAD ? 

• On August 23, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman announced the 
National Monetisation Pipeline 
(NMP), which is expected to fetch 
around ₹5.96 lakh crore to the 
government. 

• Following through on the Budget’s 
plan to monetise public assets to fund 
fresh capital expenditure on 
infrastructure, the government 
released a list of projects and facilities 
to be offered to private investors over 
the next four years through structured 
leasing and securitisation transactions. 

• What does the government expect to 
earn from leasing of public assets like 
airports, roads, coal mines and hotels? 
Will it help to boost economic activity? 
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WHAT IS ASSET MONETIZATION? 

• Asset Monetization involves the 
creation of new sources of revenue by 
unlocking of the value of so far 
unutilized or underutilized public 
assets. 

• Internationally, it is recognized that 
public assets are a significant resource 
for all economies. 

• Many public sector assets are sub-
optimally utilized and could be 
appropriately monetized to create 
greater financial leverage and value for 
the companies and of the equity that 
the government has invested in them. 

• This helps in the accurate estimation 
of public assets which would help in 
the better financial management of 
government/public resources over 
time. 

 

NATIONAL MONETISATION PIPELINE 

• The National Monetisation Pipeline 
(NMP) names a list of public assets 
that will be leased to private investors. 

• Only brown-field assets, which are 
assets that are already operational, are 
planned to be leased out under the 
NMP. So, to give an example, an 
airport that is already operational may 
be leased out to an investor. Assets 

that are yet to be developed, such as 
an undeveloped piece of land, for 
example, may not be leased out. 

• Importantly, there won’t be any 
transfer of ownership from the 
government to the private sector 
when assets are leased out. 

• The government only plans to give up 
control over its assets for a certain 
period of time, after which the assets 
must be returned to the government 
unless the lease is extended. 

BENEFITS OF NMP 

• NMP will help in evolving a common 
framework for the monetisation of 
core assets. 

• It will critically clarify its distinction 
from privatization, eventually helping 
to create a virtuous cycle of ‘develop, 
commission, monetise and invest’. 

• It will also help in identifying potential 
“Monetisation-ready” projects, across 
various infrastructure sectors/ 
ministries and simultaneously provide 
visibility to investors. 

• Helps new asset creation without 
increasing debt levels or taxes or 
through reallocation of resources from 
other public services/ welfare 
activities. 

• Targets efficiency gains, competition 
and improved performance 
monitoring. 

• Enhances investment opportunities, 
depth and liquidity in infrastructure. 
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CHALLENGES OF NMP 

• The slow pace of privatisation in 
government companies like BPCL and 
Air India and unsatisfactory bids in the 
recent Public Private Partnership 
initiatives indicates that attracting 
private investors interest is not that 
easy. 

• Lack of identifiable revenue streams in 
various assets. 

• Low level of capacity utilisation in gas 
and petroleum pipeline networks. 

• Lack of efficient dispute resolution 
mechanisms. 

• Regulated tariffs in power sector 
assets. 

• Low interest among investors in 
national highways below four lanes. 

• The lack of independent sectoral 
regulators. 

 

GOVERNMENT SETS UP ‘BAD BANK’ TO 
CLEAR THE NPA MESS 

Paving the way for a major clean-up of bad 
loans in the banking system, the Cabinet 
cleared a ₹30,600-crore guarantee programme 
for securities to be issued by the newly 
incorporated ‘bad bank’ for taking over and 
resolving non-performing assets (NPAs) 
amounting to ₹2 lakh crore. 

The Reserve Bank of India is in the process of 
granting a licence for the National Asset 
Reconstruction Company Limited (NARCL), 
following which toxic assets worth ₹90,000 
crore that banks have already fully provided 
for, will move to the NARCL. 

Under the proposed mechanism, the NARCL 
will acquire assets by making an offer to the 

lead bank. Private sector asset reconstruction 
(ARCs) firms may also be allowed to outbid the 
NARCL. Separately, public and private lenders 
will combine forces to set up an India Debt 
Resolution Company (IDRC) that will manage 
these assets and try to raise their value for final 
resolution. 

‘A 15% cash payment would be made to the 
banks based on some valuation and the rest 
will be given as security receipts. For those to 
hold on and have their value intact, there is a 
need for the government to give a back-stop 
arrangement and that is why this ₹30,600 
crore has been cleared by the Cabinet,” Ms. 
Sitharaman said. 

A backstop is a financial arrangement that 
creates a secondary source of funds in case the 
primary source is not enough to meet current 
needs. 

Once the NARCL and the IDRC have finally 
resolved the asset, preferably as a going 
concern and not through liquidation 
proceedings, the Minister said the balance 85% 
held as security receipts would be given to the 
banks. 

“The government back-stop will come in only 
as much as to pay the gap between the realised 
value and the face value of those receipts and 
this will hold good for only five years. While 
there are 28 ARCs in the private sector, she 
said they did not take up big ticket resolutions, 
so a need was felt for government-backed 
security receipts. 

‘Growth capital’ 

“The whole idea is to ensure that these assets 
for which this whole set-up is being created, 
and the value that is locked in the assets is 
realised and comes back to the banks; they use 
it as a growth capital and the banking system 
becomes more robust. 
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In all probability, some assets may have an 
upside, [and] by using the guarantee as a 
backstop, the entire upside will also come to 
the banks rather than getting retained by the 
NARCL. The five-year limit on the guarantee, 
with an increase in the fees charged for the 
guarantee every year, is an incentive for the 
resolution process to be completed at the 
earliest. 

Public sector banks will have a 51% ownership 
in the NARCL, while their shareholding along 
with that of public sector financial institutions 
will be capped at 49% for the IDRC, with private 
lenders bringing in the rest of the equity 
capital. About 16 banks, including private 
players, would put up about ₹6,000 crore as 
equity for the NARCL. 

What is NARCL? 

Setting up of NARCL, the proposed bad bank 
for taking over stressed assets of lenders, was 
announced in the Budget for 2021-22. 

The plan is to create a bad bank to house bad 
loans of ₹500 crore and above, in a structure 
that will contain an asset reconstruction 
company (ARC) and an asset management 
company (AMC) to manage and recover dud 
assets. 

The new entity is being created in 
collaboration with both public and private 
sector banks. 

The proposed bad bank will have a public 
sector character since the idea is mooted by 
the government and majority ownership is 
likely to rest with state-owned banks. 

At present, ARCs typically seek a steep 
discount on loans. With the proposed bad bank 
being set up, the valuation issue is unlikely to 
come up since this is a government initiative. 

The government-backed ARC will have deep 
pockets to buy out big accounts and thus free 
up banks from carrying these accounts on their 
books. 

The Securitization and Reconstruction of 
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security 
Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002 provides the 
legal basis for the setting up of ARCs in India. 

Capital Needs for ARCs 

As per amendment made in the SARFAESI Act 
in 2016, an ARC should have a minimum net 
owned fund of Rs. 2 crores. The RBI raised this 
amount to Rs. 100 crores in 2017. 

The ARCs also have to maintain a capital 
adequacy ratio of 15% of its risk weighted 
assets. 

The total stress in the banking system would be 
in excess of Rs 15 lakh crore. The banks 
burdened with stressed assets and limited 
capital will find it difficult to manage the 
NPAs. There is also limited capital that the 
government can provide. This is where the bad 
bank model would step in and help both the 
government and banks. 

• The stressed assets go off the balance 
sheet of the bank which helps clean up 
the bank balance sheet. 

• Value that is locked in the assets is 
realised & comes back to the banks; 
they use it as a growth capital & the 
banking system becomes robust.  

• The framework will facilitate freeing 
up of personnel in banks to focus on 
increasing business & credit growth. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

Hydrogen all the way! 

Since the beginning of the Industrial revolution 
in the Great Britain, human lives have changed 
drastically, most for the good. But in today’s 
political activism, the biggest issue, residing 
over is that of climate change, which is one of 
the biggest issues created post 
industrialization. With various organizations, 
governments and NGOs making their bet for 
different sustainability reasonings, 
Government of India has also set foot on a 
working plan to reduce its emission footprint 
off the globe, when most of the odds look 
gleamingly against it. India with lesser per 
capita expenditure also has a very less per 
capita carbon emission, but with the west 
battling to control their carbon footprint, it is 
important that countries such as India, 
Bangladesh among others show a reflection 
of what can and could be done with fewer 
resources available at their disposal.  

In the News 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had recently 
launched a National Hydrogen Mission to 
accelerate plans to generate the carbon-free 
fuel from renewables as he set a target of 
2047 for India to achieve self-reliance in 
energy. The roadmap is to increase usage of 
natural gas in the economy, setting up a 
network for supply of CNG and piped natural 
gas across the country, blending 20 percent 
ethanol in petrol and electric mobility. The 
country has achieved the target of 100 GW of 
renewable energy capacity ahead of the target. 
The target is to make India a global hub for 
production as well as export of green 
hydrogen. The National Hydrogen Mission was 
first announced in the Union Budget for 2021-
22 in February 2021.   

Currently, all hydrogen consumed in India 
comes from fossil fuels. By 2050, three-fourth 
of all hydrogen is projected to be green -- 
produced by renewable electricity and 
electrolysis. The government is also looking at 
raising the share of natural gas in the economy 
to 15 percent by 2030 from the current 6.2 
percent. In line with the government's focus on 
hydrogen, both private and public sector 
companies have announced ambitious 
hydrogen projects. While Reliance Industries 
and Adani Group are pushing ahead with their 
plans to make hydrogen a part of their 
portfolio, the nation's biggest state-run refiner 
IOC has also unveiled hydrogen plans. The 
Indian Oil Corporation (IOCL) is working on 
technology to develop hydrogen-spiked 
compressed natural gas or H-CNG. 

About  

Along with announcing the launch of the 
NHEM, the government also announced that it 
would be holding Green Hydrogen auctions. 
The budget allocates Rs.1500 crore for 
renewable energy development including 
hydrogen. The government will, pursuant to 
the mission, draw a roadmap for using 
hydrogen as an energy source. This has the 
potential to transform the transport sector, as 
well as, other industries. Hydrogen is the most 
abundant element on earth and this mission 
will capitalise on this. It is also a much cleaner 
fuel. This mission will emphasise hydrogen 
from clean sources. It also envisages linking the 
country’s growing renewable energy capacity 
with the hydrogen economy. India’s target for 
2022 for renewable energy generation is 175 
GW and this mission is expected to bolster the 
process. The renewable energy target for 
2030 is 450 GW. The country has set to 
decarbonise by 2050. Using hydrogen will 
serve the twin purposes of achieving India’s 
emission commitments under the Paris 
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Agreement and reducing the import 
dependence on fossil fuels. The end-users of 
hydrogen energy are the transportation sector, 
chemical industry and steel sector. These 
sectors contribute to 1/3rd of all greenhouse 
gas emissions because of their using fossil 
fuels. Replacing fossil fuels with hydrogen in 
these sectors will help reduce GHGs in a big 
way. 

Pro & Cons -  

Hydrogen offers many advantages compared 
to traditional fossil fuels. Some of the 
advantages are discussed below: 

• It is a renewable source of energy 
and found in abundance. 

• It is a clean energy source as 
burning hydrogen does not 
produce any harmful by-products. 
It has a near-zero carbon footprint. 

• It is not a toxic source for human 
health unlike nuclear energy or 
energy from natural gas. 

• It is very dense in energy and 
hence highly efficient. It is three 
times more powerful than most 
fossil fuels. 

• For automobiles, hydrogen can be 
stored in tanks and used. 

• It is lighter than lithium-ion 
batteries making it ideal for long-
haul trucks and commercial 
vehicles. 

• It also refuels very fast. 

There are some disadvantages of using 
hydrogen energy and hydrogen as a fuel for 
transportation. Some of the disadvantages are 
mentioned below- 

• Hydrogen is volatile and is a highly 
flammable substance due to its 
high energy content. Also, 
hydrogen is an odourless gas 

which makes sensors necessary to 
detect leaks. This makes it a risky 
and dangerous fuel. 

• The methods of generation of 
hydrogen are rather expensive. 
Also, the production methods 
involve fossil fuels which lead to 
pollution. Because of the 
complicated nature of the 
methods of production, hydrogen 
energy is expensive compared to 
traditional sources of energy and 
fuel, which makes its adoption a 
slow process. 

• Being a lighter substance, 
hydrogen is difficult to store and 
transport. To store hydrogen, it 
has to be converted into liquid 
form and stored at a very low 
temperature or as a gas at high 
pressures. This makes its transport 
especially in large quantities a 
difficult proposition. 

• Even though hydrogen fuel cells 
are more energy-efficient than 
internal combustion engines, they 
are still less efficient than lithium-
ion batteries. 

A Better Tomorrow  

One of the biggest challenges faced by the 
industry for using hydrogen commercially is 
the economic sustainability of extracting 
green or blue hydrogen. The technology used 
in production and use of hydrogen like Carbon 
Capture and Storage (CCS) and hydrogen fuel 
cell technology are at nascent stage and are 
expensive which in turn increases the cost of 
production of hydrogen. Maintenance costs 
for fuel cells post-completion of a plant can be 
costly. The commercial usage of hydrogen as a 
fuel and in industries requires mammoth 
investment in R&D of such technology and 
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infrastructure for production, storage, 
transportation and demand creation for 
hydrogen. India has a huge edge in green 
hydrogen production owing to its favourable 
geographic conditions and presence of 
abundant natural elements. The government 
has given impetus in scaling up the gas pipeline 
infrastructure across the length and breadth of 
the country, and has introduced reforms for 
the power grid, including the introduction of 
smart grids. Such steps are being taken to 
effectively integrate renewable energy in the 
present energy mix. Capacity addition to 
renewable power generation, storage and 
transmission, producing green hydrogen in 
India can become cost effective which will not 
only guarantee energy security, but also 
ensure self-sufficiency gradually. 

 

PERMAFROST MELTING MAY END UP IN 
ANOTHER PANDEMIC 

The latest IPCC report has warned that 
increasing global warming will result in 
reductions in Arctic permafrost and the 
thawing of the ground is expected to release 
greenhouse gases like methane and carbon 
dioxide. 

• Defined as ground that remains at or 
below zero degree Celsius for at least 
two consecutive years, permafrost is 
spread across an area of over 23 
million square kilometres, covering 
about 15% of the land area of the 
globe. 

• Permafrost is mainly found near the 
poles, covering parts of Greenland, 
Alaska, Northern Canada, Siberia and 
Scandinavia. 

masses that are also covered with 
snow and ice. 

 

PERMAFROST THAWING AND WHY? 

• When permafrost thaws, water from 
the melted ice makes its way to the 
caves along with ground sediments, 
and deposits on the rocks. That is 
when permafrost thaws, the rocks 
grow and when permafrost is stable 
and frozen, they do not grow. 

• The link between the Siberian 
permafrost and Arctic sea ice can be 
explained by two factors: 

o One is heat transport from the 
open Arctic Ocean into Siberia, 
making the Siberian climate 
warmer. 

o The second is moisture 
transport from open seawater 
into Siberia, leading to thicker 
snow cover that insulates the 
ground from cold winter air, 
contributing to its warming. 

• This is drastically different from the 
situation just a couple of decades ago 
when the sea ice acted as a protective 
layer, maintaining cold temperatures 
in the region and shielding the 
permafrost from the moisture from 
the ocean. 
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• If sea ice (in the summer) is gone, 
permafrost start thawing. 

IMPACTS ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

• Due to relentlessly rising 
temperatures in the region, since the 
late-twentieth century, the Arctic sea 
ice and surrounding land ice are 
melting at accelerating rates. 

• When permafrost thaws due to rising 
temperatures, the microbes in the soil 
decompose the dead organic matter 
(plants and animals) to produce 
methane (CH4) and carbon dioxide 
(CO2), both potent greenhouse gases. 

• CH4 is at least 80 times more powerful 
than CO2 on a decadal timescale and 
around 25 times more powerful on a 
century timescale. 

• The greenhouse gases produced from 
thawing permafrost will further 
increase temperatures which will, in 
turn, lead to more permafrost 
thawing, forming an unstoppable and 
irreversible self-reinforcing feedback 
loop. 

• Experts believe this process may have 
already begun. Giant craters and 
ponds of water (called ‘thermokarst 
lakes’) formed due to thawing have 
been recorded in the Arctic region. 
Some are so big that they can be seen 
from space. 

WHY A MATTER OF CONCERN? 

• An estimated 1,700 billion tonnes, 
twice the amount currently present in 
the atmosphere of carbon is locked in 
all of the world’s permafrost. 

• Even if half of that were to be released 
to the atmosphere, it would be game 
over for the climate. 

• Scientific estimates suggest that the 
Arctic Ocean could be largely sea ice-
free in the summer months by as early 
as 2030, based on observational 
trends, or as late as 2050, based on 
climate model projections. 

POTENTIAL TO CAUSE ANOTHER PANDEMIC 

• Permafrost has many secrets. 
• When the permafrost was formed 

thousands of years ago, there weren’t 
many humans who lived in that region 
which was necessarily very cold. 

• Researchers recently found 
mammoths in the permafrost in 
Russia. 

• And some of these mammoth 
carcasses when they begin to degrade 
again may reveal bacteria that were 
frozen thousands of years ago. 

• So there will be surprises. But whether 
they will be lethal surprises is just not 
possible to say. 

• And as you know, the number of 
diseases that you can find in India is 
much greater than the number of 
diseases you find in Greenland. The 
environment now is so much more 
suitable than during the Ice Age for not 
just human life, but also the evolution 
or development of viruses and 
bacteria. 
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GLIMPSES OF HISTORY 
 

Historical day for LGBTQ community: section 
377 judgment 

On 6 September 2018, the Supreme Court, said 
that homosexuality is not a crime.  A five-judge 
bench of the Supreme Court headed by the 
Chief Justice has given this decision 
unanimously.  In this decision pronounced in 
about 55 minutes, Section 377 has been 
repealed.  Terming Section 377 as irrational 
and arbitrary, the Supreme Court said that the 
LGBT community also has equal rights.  LGBT 
sexual preferences were targeted through 
Section 377.  The Supreme Court said that 
sexual preference is biological and natural.  
Intimacy and privacy is one's personal choice.  
The state should not interfere in this.  The 
court said that any kind of discrimination is a 
violation of fundamental rights.  Article 377 
violates Article 14 of the Constitution's right 
to equality.  

Section 377  

Deals with 'unnatural offences'.  It states that 
whoever voluntarily has sex with any man, 
woman or animal contrary to the natural 
order, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend 
to ten years, and shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to ten years.  Fine will also 
have to be paid. The Constitution Bench 
partially repealed Article 377 and termed it as 
violative of the right to equality enshrined in 
the Constitution.  The bench delivered four 
separate but mutually agreed judgments.    

 

The top court, however, in its ruling said that 
the provisions of section 377 making it an 
offense to have unnatural sex with animals and 
children, will remain in place. The Supreme 
Court has given a verdict on the legality of 
Section 377 of the IPC, which considers 
homosexuality to be a crime.  The court has 
decriminalized homosexuality.  A five-judge 
constitution bench headed by Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra in its judgment, said that everyone 
has the right to equality in the country.  There 
is a need to change the mindset of the society.  
Delivering his verdict, Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
said, "No one can escape from his personality.  
Everyone has a right to live in society and 
society is better for everyone.  

In fact, the Supreme Court's decision to re-
include consensual physical relations between 
two adults as an offense has been challenged 
by filing several petitions.  In view of this, the 
newly reconstituted five-judge Constitution 
Bench had started hearing on four important 
matters, including the issue of sexual relations 
between homosexuals.  The Constitution 
Bench comprises Chief Justice Dipak Misra, 
Justice RF Nariman, Justice AM Khanwilkar, 
Justice DY Chandrachud and Justice Indu 
Malhotra. 

Background  

Homosexuality has been made a crime in the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC).  According to section 
377 of IPC, whoever has sex with any man, 
woman or animal against the order of nature, 
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shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to 10 
years or with imprisonment for life.  He will 
also be fined.  This offense comes under the 
category of cognizable offense and it is non-
bailable.  

Section-377 came to notice in India  

For the first time in the year 1290, the case of 
making unnatural relations came to the fore in 
Fleta, England, after which it was made a crime 
for the first time.  Later, in Britain and England, 
in 1533, the Bagree (Unnatural Relationship) 
Act was made and a provision for hanging was 
made under it.  In 1563, Queen Elizabeth, I re-
enforced it.  Oral sex was removed from the 
Bagree Act in 1817 and the provision of death 
penalty was also removed in 1861.  In 1861, 
Lord Macaulay drafted the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC) and under the same provision of Section 
377 was made.  

LGBTQ  

The LGBTQ community includes lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer.  For a long 
time, there has been a demand from this 
community that they should be given their due 
and Section 377 should be outlawed.  The 
community again intensified their demands 
after the Supreme Court's decision on the right 
to privacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE IDEAS EXPLAINED 
 

India must rethink ‘wait and watch’ Afghan 
policy 

Referring to the evolving situation in 
Afghanistan, External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar told the Rajya Sabha on July 29, “We 
will work with the international community to 
ensure that political negotiation[s] for 
settlement are pursued and we will never 
accept any outcome which is decided by 
force.” Now, only a month later, as the last US 
aircraft left the Kabul airport, if the erudite 
Jaishankar reflects on India’s policy towards 
Afghanistan in the recent past, he would 
ponder over the cruelty of categorical 
assertions in fluid situations. 

By end-July, the Kabul political elite was 
crumbling. At its head was a president to 
whom India had inexplicably attached itself. 
Indian policymakers obviously thought much 
of this man, who scooted from the Afghan 
capital when his people needed him the most. 
It was also clear by then that the Taliban had 
gained unstoppable military momentum. Was 
it conceivable, then, that its military success 
would not translate into political dominance? 

Jaishankar’s strong comment becomes all the 
more intriguing because at least one branch of 
government had reached the conclusion that 
the Taliban would take over Kabul. Speaking at 
a think-tank on August 25, Chief of Defence 
Staff General Bipin Rawat said: “From India’s 
perspective, we were anticipating a Taliban 
takeover of Afghanistan.” 

He went on to add, “Yes, the timelines certainly 
surprised us. We were anticipating this thing 
happening a couple of months down the line.” 
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General Rawat would, perhaps, not have been 
taken by surprise if the Indian army had 
studied the nature of warfighting in 
Afghanistan and also the ethos of the main 
body of the Afghan security forces built up 
under the Americans. This only emphasises the 
need for closer scrutiny of the nature of 
military forces in regions of concern to our 
security interests. 

The Taliban are now in Kabul. The Panjshir 
defiance led by former Vice-President 
Amrullah Saleh is unlikely to go anywhere 
without considerable and abiding support 
from the US and a firm commitment from 
Tajikistan. Amrullah is courageous and resolute 
but these qualities alone in an individual or a 
group cannot sustain insurgencies. 

The Taliban grip over Afghanistan will only 
strengthen unless there is a popular revolt 
against it in the cities and non-Pashtun areas. 
Such a revolt occurred in 1997 in Mazar-e-
Sharif against the Taliban but at that stage, 
there was a unique set of factors that led to it. 
Thus, the chances of an uprising of the non-
Pashtun people against the Taliban is remote, 
especially as the evidence suggests that the 
group has gained ground among them too. 

After a flurry of activity between leaders of the 
extinguished Afghan Republic and the Taliban 
on central government formation, there has 
been no news of the process for more than a 
week. It would seem that the Taliban has 
remained rigid on its core positions. However, 
there is continuous pressure on Taliban leaders 
and Pakistan from the Western donor 
community for the formation of a government 
acceptable to it. 

Certainly, assurances would be sought from 
the Taliban not only by the West but also by 

Russia and, perhaps, China that there will be no 
attempt to put in place the 1990s practices of 
the Islamic Emirate on gender issues and the 
more medieval manifestations of the Sharia. 
Some Taliban leaders would want financial 
flows to continue to prevent a collapse of the 
Afghan economy. But will they be able to 
persuade their more insular colleagues to pay 
heed to these demands? Certainly, Pakistan, 
fearful of large refugee movements across the 
Durand Line, can be expected to lean on these 
leaders on government formation and to put 
forward a more moderate face. 

It is certain that the US will keep close scrutiny 
on the Taliban to honour its commitment on al 
Qaeda and will demand that it continues to 
cooperate on ISIS-K extermination, an 
objective shared by Russia. The US will also not 
hesitate to take further aerial action against 
targets on Afghan soil. Diplomatic recognition 
of a Taliban government, including allowing it 
to occupy the United Nations seat in the 
forthcoming future will depend on its 
acceptability. However, the US and EU will not 
be reluctant to maintain open and direct 
contact with a Taliban government. Some 
influential countries, like China, though may be 
more aggressive on the diplomatic recognition 
front. 

India continues to “wait and watch” Afghan 
developments. While it does so, many new 
terms are being added to the Indian diplomatic 
lexicon by supporters of such an approach. 
These include “strategic patience” and not 
granting “legitimacy”. While some members of 
the Indian foreign policy and strategic 
community now seem willing to accept the 
need for open contact with the Taliban by the 
government, others are not willing to go so far. 
The latter are suggesting out-of-sight contacts 

http://www.edstar.in/


                                                                                                                          SEPT 2021                   

EDSTAR                                       www.edstar.in                                                42       

would be preferable. The external affairs 
minister has indirectly conceded that there 
have been such contacts with the Taliban, if 
only for functional reasons. 

What is being overlooked is that “strategic 
patience” cannot be an alibi for inaction. The 
invocation of the British Raj policy of “masterly 
inactivity” by some scholars defies logic for it 
applied in a completely different context. In 
any event, it accepted the person who 
controlled Kabul. 

Besides, while diplomatic recognition or its 
denial is a specific act of a country in inter-state 
relations, “legitimacy” is more applicable in the 
internal jurisdiction of countries. Its 
application in inter-state relations can open a 
box best left closed. Finally, India “waited and 
watched” Afghan developments from the 
sidelines, at least since the US-Taliban deal. It 
apparently hoped that the day of the 
withdrawal of US forces would not come. How 
long will India continue to “wait and watch”? 

The Taliban spokespersons have been 
equivocal while speaking about India. Some 
have warned this country not to interfere in 
Afghan affairs while others have welcomed 
India’s continuing involvement in the 
economic reconstruction of Afghanistan. They 
have stressed that Afghan soil will not be used 
against third countries. All this cannot be taken 
at face value, but to explore the Taliban’s 
approaches towards India there is an obvious 
need to establish open and direct contacts 
with it. That will also allow India to convey its 
red lines. This should not be confused with 
diplomatic recognition. 

The establishment of open contacts with the 
Taliban will not be contradictory to actively 
welcoming those Afghans, irrespective of their 

faith, who are closely connected with India. It 
would damage India’s reputation greatly and 
into the future, if perceptions grow, as they are 
growing, that India has abandoned its friends 
in Afghanistan at the time of their need. 

 

Why health journals have called for climate 
action 

In a first-of-its-kind effort, editors of more than 
220 leading health journals from all over the 
world have published a joint editorial asking 
governments to take immediate and more 
ambitious climate action to hold global 
temperatures from rising beyond 1.5°C from 
pre-industrial times. The editors have urged 
governments to treat climate change with the 
same kind of urgency that was shown in 
dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic. 
“The science is unequivocal: a global increase 
of 1.5°C above the pre-industrial average and 
the continued loss of biodiversity risk 
catastrophic harm to health that will be 
impossible to reverse,” the editors have said. 
 
The editorial highlighted the escalating health 
impacts of climate change, and pointed out 
that these impacts “disproportionately affect 
the most vulnerable, including children, older 
populations, ethnic minorities, poorer 
communities, and those with underlying 
health problems”. 
“Concern is growing that temperature rises 
above 1.5°C are beginning to be seen as 
inevitable, or even acceptable, to powerful 
members of the global community… 
Insufficient action means that temperature 
increases are likely to be well in excess of 2°C, 
a catastrophic outcome for health and 
environmental stability… More can, and must 
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be done now… and in the immediate years that 
follow,” it said. 
 
“Many governments met the threat of Covid-
19 pandemic with unprecedented funding. The 
environmental crisis demands a similar 
emergency response,” it said. 
 
Why health journals 
Climate change has several adverse health 
impacts, both direct and indirect. Heat-related 
diseases triggered by extreme heat events, 
which are on the rise because of changing 
climate, are an example of direct health 
impacts of climate change. Changing crop 
patterns, declining yields, water scarcity, and 
extreme precipitation are expected to have 
health consequences as well. Food shortages 
and resultant malnutrition are considered 
major side-effects of rising temperatures. 
The World Health Organization estimates that 
about 250,000 excess deaths are likely to be 
caused by climate change-induced factors — 
malnutrition, malaria, diarrhoea, and heat 
stress — between 2030 and 2050. 
Indeed, the joint editorial points out that 
higher temperatures have led to “increased 
dehydration and renal function loss, 
dermatological malignancies, tropical 
infections, adverse mental health outcomes, 
pregnancy complications, allergies, and 
cardiovascular and pulmonary morbidity and 
mortality”. 
 
Why now 
The joint editorial in health journals comes 
weeks ahead of COP26, the 26th edition of the 
annual UN climate conference, in Glasgow. 
Before that, a similar UN meeting on 
biodiversity is scheduled in Kunming, China. 
The editorial is part of the exercise to create 

momentum for concrete and ambitious 
decisions at these meetings. 
Such exercises are normal in the run-up to 
these big meetings. In the weeks and months 
leading up to the climate summit, there is 
usually a lot of activity. Countries unveil new 
plans and pledges, NGOs and research 
institutions release several reports and 
studies, protests and demonstrations take 
place, all aimed towards creating sufficient 
pressure on negotiators to come to more 
ambitious agreements. 
All these do feed into the decision-making 
process and, to some extent, also influence the 
final outcome of these meetings. 
The editorial’s emphasis on the need to hold 
global rise in temperatures to 1.5°C — not just 
2°C — is in line with growing clamour to put 
pressure on the governments not to abandon 
the 1.5°C. The recent IPCC report had 
mentioned that the 1.5°C target was likely to 
be reached in less than two decades. 
 
 

The economic reforms — looking back to 
look ahead 

The fundamentals need to be set right with a 
focus on human capital, technology readiness 
and productivity 

History matters in the complex economic 
system. So, it is important to briefly look at the 
economic reforms of the last 30 years. 
Evidence shows that the economic reforms 
which were launched in a major way in 1991 — 
and from time to time, subsequent 
interjections for liberalisation of economy and 
trade — have enabled some credible gains for 
the country.  

Over a period of 30 years, burgeoning foreign 
exchange reserves, sustained manufacturing 
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contribution in GDP, increased share in global 
exports (from a mere 0.6% in the early 1990s 
to 1.8%), robust information and 
communication technology software exports, 
and sustained economic growth in the range of 
6%-8% are clear hallmarks of success. 

The economic reforms, so far, have been more 
focussed on the technical nature of the 
economy than the system, process and people. 
As a result, quite a few primary drivers of the 
economy —human capital, technology 
readiness, labour productivity, disposable 
income, capital expenditure, process 
innovation in setting up businesses, and 
institutional capacity — have not got enough 
recognition. In the context of a global 
competitive environment, some basic issues 
deserve close examination.  

The human resource capital (HRC) formation, 
a good determinant of labour productivity, has 
been found wanting over the entire period of 
reforms. The lack of quality education, low 
skilled manpower and inadequacies in basic 
health care have resulted in low HRC. The HRC 
rank for India stands at 103; Sri Lanka is at 70, 
China at 34, and South Korea at 27, as brought 
out by the Global Human Capital Report, 2017. 

As indicated in the World Bank database on 
GDP for 2019, the low per capita GDP in India, 
at $2,104 (at $6,997 in PPP terms, ranked 
125th globally) against the world average of 
$11,429 (at $17,678 in PPP terms) has direct 
links to low per capita family income.  

Closely linked, the report by Deloitte (Global 
Manufacturing Competitiveness Index in 2016) 
reflects that the hourly wages in India have 
been  

$1.7; they are $38, $24, $20.7 and $3.3 for the 
United States, Japan, South Korea, and China, 
respectively. 

Low wages have a direct bearing on the 
disposable income of families and leave little 
room for the majority of households to have 
enough disposable income to purchase 
consumer durables or industrial products, 
affecting demand.  

Low research and development expenditure at 
0.8% of GDP, vis-à-vis higher value for other 
fast emerging economies such as South Korea 
(4.5%), China (2.1%) and Taiwan (3.3%), is 
resulting in lower capacity for innovation in 
technologies and reduced ‘technology 
readiness’, especially for manufacturing. 

First, to attract large investment in 
manufacturing and advanced services, at a 
basic level, investment in human capital and 
technology is a prerequisite. Raising HRC by 
way of enhanced public sector outlay to 8% of 
GDP, from current about 5%, for education, 
skill development (including for advanced 
technologies) and public health, is another first 
step. The reports (by McKinsey and the World 
Economic Forum) on advanced manufacturing 
suggest that Industry 4.0 will be defined by 
new technologies such as robotics, 3-D 
printing, artificial intelligence (AI), the Internet 
of things (IoT), etc., which could usher in rapid 
changes of a higher order up to 10x or more in 
speed, scale and scope; technology 
obsolescence will be much faster than ever 
before. 

Consequently, efforts for technology readiness 
are very essential to stay competitive. It 
demands enhancing public research and 
development expenditure to 2% of GDP over 
the next three years. There is a need to work 
on strategies to enhance per capita income by 
more wages for workers through higher skills 
and enhancing minimum wages, besides 
improving the social security net. This calls for 
a concerted calibrated approach through 
collaborative efforts of government, industry 
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and workers’ unions. On the issue of increased 
cost of labour, it can be compensated by higher 
productivity, some tax-benefits in the initial 
period of wage reforms especially for Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises, besides 
reducing transaction costs in business and 
improving infrastructure utilisation efficiency. 

 

Democracy of producers 

Every functioning system needs regular 
corrections. Otherwise, it accumulates 
undesirable tendencies. This applies to the 
largest democracy, which is often praised for 
conducting “free and fair elections”. It is high 
time we asked whether we have imbibed the 
democratic spirit and if we exercise it without 
fear or favour. 

Democracy is quintessentially about freedom. 
Rosa Luxemburg famously opined that real 
freedom is the freedom to disagree. In a 
functional sense, democracy means 
discussion, debate and dissent. But in India, 
these are fast disappearing. There is a 
deliberative deficit. Public space is shrinking. 
There are only some spaces provided by 
political parties wherein discussions are 
directed and controlled. It is a “give and take” 
exercise, leaders give and cadres take — but 
not in the sense we are familiar with. 
Structurally, democracy must mean equality; 
but equality is possible only in a non-
hierarchical situation. 

In India’s case, inequality is the very base of our 
culture, an unquestioning acceptance of a 
“culture of inequality.” Democracy is not an 
end in itself; it is a means to an end that should 
be socially defined and determined. For 
instance, development, in a democratic sense, 
must be inclusive, equitable and sustainable. 
People should be the primary agents in the 
formulation, implementation, overseeing and 

evaluation of programmes and projects. In the 
dirigiste era, people were regarded only as the 
objects of development. Development 
“occurred” intransitively: Roads were 
constructed for them and houses were built for 
them. 

There is no gainsaying that India has an 
accommodative democracy. It accommodates 
socio-economic inequalities, regional and 
sectoral imbalances, and what not? 

Under the much-acclaimed democratic 
decentralisation, what really happened was 
the devolution of certain centrally determined 
functions, responsibilities and resources to 
lower tiers of administration, without changing 
the power structures — social, economic, 
political, and religious. 

Power , whether at the national, regional, 
local, corporate or family level, always tends 
towards centralisation. In this sense, power 
cannot be decentralised. In other words, 
centralisation of power is not the problem and 
its decentralisation is not the solution. Power 
itself is the problem, as it is always used by the 
powerful against the powerless, by the strong 
against the weak, by the rich against the poor. 
History testifies that in a class-divided society, 
the state, which epitomises power, protects 
the rich and powerful from or against the poor 
and the oppressed. Thus, the state is an 
instrument of oppression. The more unequal a 
society, the more authoritarian the state. 
Ideally, in an egalitarian system, state power 
has no place. Marx had said that in a classless 
society, state would wither away. In India, 
because economic inequalities are egregious 
and increasing, the state is becoming more and 
more authoritarian. It is even argued that India 
is becoming a democracy without freedom. 
Rulers fear freedom. Always and everywhere, 
rulers are enemies of freedom. 
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Leaders are a vanishing species. We have only 
rulers. We have efficient rulers, efficient 
administrators, and an efficient police force. 
Democracy means efficient administration, 
strengthening and maintaining the status quo, 
and not changing the system. Stability and 
continuity are preferred. Questioning 
inequities invites draconian laws, reminding us 
of the statement made in the Madras High 
Court by famous lawyer and human rights 
activist Kannabiran: “Crime is defined by law, 
but the criminal is determined by the state.” 
Recall how migrant workers were treated in 
the lockdown last year. Or the incident in 2018 
in which a starving Adivasi in Attappadi, Kerala, 
was beaten to death for stealing some food. 

Real democracy is economic democracy, as 
Ambedkar stressed. A starting point is 
ensuring economic security to all, not through 
an income transfer programme (universal 
basic income), but through the provision of 
universal property rights. The poor should be 
treated not as welfare scroungers, but as 
consumers, active producers, and potential 
entrepreneurs. This should be ensured by the 
new economic package being put in place by 
the Modi government. 

MGNREGA allocation must be utilised not for 
creating wage-employment but for building 
the asset base of the poor, developing 
entrepreneurship (business as well as social) 
among them, building idea/incubation centres 
and helping undertake production/ business 
units, individually or on a group basis. Let them 
pursue and explore the fortunes on the 
margins, like C K Prahalad’s exhortation to 
explore the “fortune at the bottom of the 
pyramid”. The founder of Bangladesh’s 
Grameen Bank Muhammad Yunus describes 
the poor as “natural entrepreneurs”. Let’s 
treat the underclass not just as wage 
workers/passive recipients of welfare benefits, 

but as potential producers. Let’s trust them. 
And build a democracy of “freely associated 
producers.” 
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